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CHAP. 1. 


A rare Example of the Advice of ar old Man being 
followed by à young one. 


J ONATHAN Parkinſon was too accurate, in the 
execution of his plans, to be at the common- gate 
a minute later than the time he had purpoſed being 
there.— The morning was froſty; he wore a great 
coat, and a ſilk handkerchief tied round his neck, 
to defend him from the cold, and walked up and 
down a ſhort gravel path, near the entrance to the 
common, waiting the arrival of the perſons un- 
| known. g | 1 5 
The footway, leading from the village to the 
common, lay behind a hedge which bordered on 
the path in which Parkinſon was walking, and 
a ftile at the end of it fronted the gate where 
the appointment had been made.—[n about a quar- 
ter of an hour the ſound of ſteps near the ſtile 
drew Parkinſon's eye to the ſpot, and he perceived 
Jacob Lamb climbing over it, to follow Alfred 
Eringham, who was already in the lane: as he 
had no ſuſpicion of his being a party concerned, 
he immediately turned up the path, hoping thus 
to avoid them, and be ſpared an explanation” of _ 
what had called him to that ſpot. When arrived at 
the end of the lane, he again turned and fronted 
the common-gate ; he ſaw Jacob leaning upon it, 
; REY and 
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and Alfred ſtanding at a ſhort 6 both W 
their backs towards him. Irreſolute, whether to 
remain where he then was, in the hope of their 
leaving the gate, or to continue his walk as if 
chance had led him to it, he ſtopped a few moments 
in thought, during which he perceived Jacob Lamb 
to turn round and obſerve him, and Alfred immedi- 
ately after to ſtart as from a reverie, and alſo turn 
his face towards him. A ſufpicion, of no very 
pleaſant nature, not very far removed from the 
truth, burſt upon Parkinſon, and he moved forward 
to the gate. — Good-morrow to thee, Alfred, he 
ſaid, | 

Alfred returned his- wiſh, and Jacob bowed 
in filence. - 
Thou art early abroad,” ſaid Parkinſon. 

<< Yes,” Alfred rephed. 

c J fear this unuſual hour beſpeaketh unuſual 
© buſineſs,” reſumed Parkinſon. 
40 You know my errand hither, then,” ſaid 
Alfred. 1 
«If. Beet, confeſſeſt that thou haſt one here, I 
do know it,” returned Parkinſon. with emphaſis. 2 
Alfred turned aſide his head in ſilence. i 
e Poſt thou feel the ſin of thy conduR, and yet | 
doſt perſiſt therein?“ 

« Can I hear a character which I eſteem aſperſed, 
_ not demand ſatisfaction for the. inſult 8 

it?“ | 

% How can the vice thou art about to commit 
be a ſatisfaction to the perſon inſulted, or 2 puniſh- 
ment to the inſolter, when thou giveſt the life of 
thyſelf, whom thou doubtieſs thinkelt in the right, 
to an equal chance of death with the life of him, 
whom thou doubtleſs thinkeſt in the wrong!“ 
But the opinion of the world,“ faid Alfred, 
*« would condemn me ſor not acting as I have 
done.“ | ; 
; | i ES « Shall 
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Neg « to ſuperſede - the prohibitions of God 


ſhall we atheiſtically renounce the divine authoriy, 
by trampling on one of its ſtricteſt commands? 
nt my adverſary may not fail, ſaid Alfred. 
„ Are not commiſſion of murder, and the at- 
tempt, one, in the feelings of the heart 2 | 
. Alfred felt the truth of Parkinſon's remark. 
«© Who had 1njured thee ?” continued Parkinſon; 


e what ſo groſs offence hath been committed nc te 


thee, to render thee forgetfal that the Chriſtian 
principle is the forgiveneſs of injuries?“ 

ce It was not myſelf whom he inſulted,” and 
Alfred, confuſedly ;- „ I could have borne much 
more againſt myſelf, but 

« It was Miſs Rachel, interrupted. Imak, © 
that Sir Flat ſpoke ill of, and his une beat 
taok fire in her defence.?? 

Parkinſon - hemmed, made a effort to. ſwallow - 
his ſpittle, then faid in a low voice, © Why, Al- 
fred, didſt thou feel ſo ſtrong an intereſt in what 
did relate to her?” 
gecauſe, he replied, „ ſtanding fingle as the 
does in the world, ſhe has no one to call upon in 
her defence.“ 


Parkinſon wiped his eyes, with che corner of the 


handkerchief Which hung from his neck, and ſaid - 


_ earneſtly, „I am her protector I do thank thee 


for thy concern about her, but 1 muſt mow that 
quarrel upon myſelf 

Pardon 3 ſaid Alfred, “ chat cannot be 
now; my own reputation is at ſake; I have chal- 
lenged this man, and ſhall be Rigmarized for a cow- 
ard by the world, if I do not fight ham.” 

Is not this rule of manners, this opinion, form- 


: ed merley on faſhion, perhaps firſt originating 


the caprice of ſome headſtrong boy, too glaringly 
unreaſonable to command compliance with it, from 


a man of tenſe and virtue Ph 
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« But to be ſcorned by the world ! * returned 

Alfred. | 
Les better than to be ee a by e own 
conſcience, replied Parkinſon: © he who con- 
ſormeth to the abſurd opinions of the world, will 
not find it ready to give him any conſolation in 
return for the injury, compliance with them, may 
have done to his private feelings »—ſneers will be 
the only notice beſtowed on him, if he ventures to 
hint the loſs of his peace of mind; and unhappineſs 
muſt be his lot: — but he who hath wiſdom to ab- 
jure. compliance with its forms, when he knoweth- 
them oppoſite to religion, will have a conſoler, 
within his own breaſt; to defy outward malice, bs 

Alfred was ſilent. | 

« And if the world do call "thee cowned. 2 <a 
kinſon went on, © tell it, that it is cowardice that 
dare to die, courage that doth brave life: — the 
ſword and piſtol are no arguments; he who doth 
fall may be the innocent, and he who triumpheth, 
the guilty one: and often I do believe of thoſe who 
do meet in the field, neither is really offended, but 
fearing to be conſidered too paſſive under the ſna- 
dow of an inſult, the one ſendeth a challenge, 
which the receiver, from deference to the opinion 
of honor in the world, accepteth ; both acting 
from what they do conceive to be neceſſity, and each 
without malevolence againſt the other.— Is the obli- 
gation of duty to be thus ſet. aſide by the 1% 
of faſſion? Shame l ſhame !?? 85 
„ But when we live in the world, are we not, 
in ſome rr e to conform to its opinions * aſk- 


ed Alfred. 
e No, not to its vicious ones; I tell thee no 


replied Parkinſon, with energy. 
<< But ſenſe of imagined ſhame, is ſuch Aa tor= 

ture!“ exclaimed Alfred. | 
And loſt tranquility of mind, a rack,” return 

ed Parkinſon. | | 
* ] am either way in a ſtrait.“ 


« Becauſe 
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. Beeauſe thou payeſt higher regard to falſe ho- 
nor than to religion.” 

<< Why are we placed, by nature, in in. ſuch per- 
h Piening ſituations?? i 

« As probations of our fortitude.” 

I thought I had ſhown mine.“ 5 

 « How 70 * oy 

- « By challenging Sir Flat.“ 

Thy raſhnefs, rather.” _ 

„ Oh, Parkinſon! who could camely hear Bach- 
e's fame aſperſed ??? 5 . 
„ He who knoweth her anne” 44 Pl 
2 Can you think I doubt it? ' 

If I did think it, I ſhould look upon thee with 
that contempt which would beſt prove thee in error 
to the world ;—vehemence, in all caſes, ſeemeth ; 
to carry with it doubt“. „ 
„Heaven knows how I adore her purity, * 
I. reverence you for protecting her, and how it 
ſtung my very ſoul to hear her ane you accuſed 70 
-pother.?” 

We are none of us without our fauks ; - perhaps. 
I might be juſtly blamed.” 

AImpoſſible! impoſſible! have you heard the 
very indignant language he uſed Alfred pauſed. 
For what he ſaid of me, beyond the truth, 
my own. heart Would have given me fatisfac- 
tion. 93 - 

* That you and ſhe,” continued Alfred, 2 were 5 

very intimately connected, | 15 

Related?“ aſked Parkinſon, eagerly, 3 

Oh, no, impropeely connected.“ | 
: Parkinſon's eyes fell, and his compoſure return- 
ed; © That” Wye no eo ws ag "He + laid 
with a ſmile. 

„ FZut filence to one, ke Sir Flat,” replied Al- 
fred, © would have been conviction.” - 

Then that Sir Flat is not "ren the heeding,” 

faid Parkinſon, 

* N he e eried Ju” 85 


FF Pray 
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“ Pray, Parkinſon, leave us, ſaid Alfred. 

« Art thou reſolute then to be vicious? 

«By Heaven I'll not attempt his life, I have 
too much reverence for hat you ſay to do it. 

That is no. amendment,“ replied Parkinſon, | 
* which is not entire; though thou mayeſt not at- 
tempt his. life, thou wilt expoſe thine to him.“ 

Altred's filence 1 880 for him in the ne | 
ative. 

Parkinſon continued: How art. thou .authoriz- 
ed to endanger what is not thine own ??” 
ce. know I am not authorized; but 1 have ent 
a challenge, and no W — 
Thou perceiveſt the evil thou haſt Jonas and 
repenteſt thereof,” interrupted Parkinſon; . where- . 
in thou doſt evince more true courage, than if 
thou ſhould determine to purſue a wrong action 
becauſe thou didſt begin it.“ 
Alfred's thoughts — to another ſubje& near 
his heart, and he ſaid, * Is it then better always 
to recede, than to continue to act in conformity 
with what you have begun, if we perceive ourſelves 
to have been faulty in the commencement? 
r it is the dictate of reaſon, replied Per- . 
kinſon. 

_«« My mind 3s =] ” ſaid Alfred. 
Sir Flat advanced, and with a running leap paſſ- 
ed over the ſtile; in which feat of agility, he was 
followed by Splaſh, who n *in as his 
ſecond. 

« Here we FEES cried the et 3 86 tip v us 
the poppers, and pace the ground; how. will you... 

ſtand 2 1 
Here, fir Flat,” Alfred replied: «© but. not 
to expoſe myſelf to your 200 or to bend your 
life by mine.” | 

« D--n it, What do you mean T 

That I ated under the impulſe of os; 
and that returning renton yes me. renounce the 
PG ; hy 

„„ | : 4e Fair, 
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cc Fair, by . 1 cried Sir rat; * was 
right, and you confeſs it.” _ 

No, Sir Flat, I ſtill maintain that your opini- - 
on of Miis Ellis is erroneous ; but 1 am now con- 
vinced that her character wants not m vindication 
to prove its purity to the wor 


«« You are. nicked, by . i Sir 
Flat; you've caught Yodrfelf i in a bad ſcent, and 


Want to be out of the train; but d- n me if you 
| ſhall ſhack ſo; I demand ſatisfaction of you.“ 
„ For what, Sir Flat 3 
« For contradicting me, and chouſing me aut of 
my pop at you; and if that ain't enough for you, 
you are a coward, a d d coward!ꝰ 
Alfred's eyes met Parkinſon s, and perceiving. 
that they applauded-what he had faid, he ſuffici- 
ently curbed his paſſion to anſwer Sir Flat coolly, 


That's not enough to rouſe me to raſnneſs, While 


my heart contradicts. the imputation. 
„ Then I'll advertiſe you, and poſt you at Tat- 
terſall's, by G—d, P11 blow you to the world !”?  - 


The opinions of the multitude are ſo conſtant- 


ly formed from the voice of an individual, hat 


they are not worth, the heeding : men who think for 
themſelves are alone worthy regard, and thoſe de- 
ceide not on characters on the whims of enmity,” 
ſaid Parkinſon. _- | 

« D—n me, fir, who are you 22 G Sir Flat, 
reſting his knuckles, which were ſtuffed into his 
coat pockets, on his hips, and nen up. to 
Packinſon. 

am, myſelf," 8 replied Parkiaſon; ;" which 
I am thy ſuperior.” 

<<. Yourſelf,” exclaimed the W with a ſneer, 
« yourſelf. indeed! dn it, don't quiz; what 
right or reaſon had you to interfere in what I was 
laying ?” 
e right,” anſwered Parkinſon, «ig ſufñci- 6 
ently explained, I think, when I do ſay, that this 
youth has my friendſhip ; my reaſon I was not. 

; AS indeed 
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ddd, quite clearly in poſſeſſion of, when 1 ad- 
dreſſed thee.” | 
_««< Curſe me, ſir, if I underſtand you, 0 Sir 
Flat, drawing his hands from his pockets, and pul- 
ling up his cravat, and, by G—d, Iwon' t bear 
ſuch language! , 
« Perhaps if thou didſt, thou wouldſt be leſs 5 
pleaſed than thou now ſeemeſt.“ | 
<< Thee, and thou,” cried Sir Flat ; “ leſs impe- 
rious, if you pleaſe, fir, or by G—d !— | 
and he raiſed his clenched fit e tern to Parkin- 
ſon's face. 

„ Thou wilt fight me for ſpeaking in mine own 
language! ??? Parkinſon filled * the en dy 
ſaying, | | 
DR Nhat the devil, are you the old quaker that 
the girl belongs to?“ | n 

<© Thou art right, I am an old akon and the 
girl, if thou doſt mean Rachel, rid to me 
as long as it pleaſeth her ſo to do.” 

« 1 ſaid ſo, by hell, I faid fo!” 

« Stap, for Heaven's ſake top! for mercy” $ I 
don't fire! ſtop, pray ſtop your hands!“ called out, 
at this inſtant, a voice from a diftance, which ſeem- 
ed approaching and ufing its moſt utmoſt exertions 
to make itſelf heard. 5 

The ſounds arreſted the convert of the par- 


ties; and in a ſtew moments appeared, climbing 


over the ſtile, the landlord of the Roſe and Crown. 
J beg your honor's pardon,” he exclaimed ; 
« pray excuſe _ but it was all along a. miſtake 


of mine.“ 


« What doſt thow mean?“ aid Parkinſon. 
«« Humbly to crave both their honors forgive- 
neſs,” anſwered Robſon, pointing to Sir Flat and 
Alfred, © for bringing them into this here diſpute ; 
and, Heaven be prailed ! I have got PEE in time 


aner any OE Was noms” | 
| | IEF ; Curſe' 
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1 Curſe your palaver, come to the point,” cri- 
"ud Sir ,, 

I will, your lordſhip Heaven be praiſed 
though, I muſt ſay again, that no harm is comed 
of it! 1 could never have ſlept quietly after in my 
bed, if any accident had befallen your lordſhip, or 
Mr. Eringham there, and I the cauſe.“ | 
_ «« D—n you, get on!” exclaimed the baronet. 

« I will your lordſhip; and glad I am it is as 
it is: why, I find your lordſhip and Mr. Eringham 
were going to fight about ſomething diſreſpectful” 

as I ſaid of Miſs Rachel; Heaven help me! 
„ LVou, Robſon?” ſaid Alfred. 
Y % Ay, but the Lord above knows 1 did not mean 
it ſo, ür... 20 | 
By G—d you ſaid Parkinſon kept her 8. ex- 
claimed Sir Flat, with vehemence. | 

*« I know I did, your lordſhip, I know I al; . 
but 1 did not mean it as your . took it, in- 


deed, and indeed 1 did not,“ 


« How the devil then?“ 

«© Why, yes, I ſaid kept, to be ſafe, . your 104 
ſhip, but I meant that he did by her as à father 
maintained her, your lordſhip; nothing out of the 
way of virtue, indeed, your lordſhip.” 5 
: Parkinſon ſmiled ; Alfred's eyes gliſtened plea- 

. ſure. | 
Is this your treatment of gentlemen, fir 155 
cried Sir Flat, addreſſing Robſon, __ pl 
Indeed, your lordſhip, I thought I had done 

the thing that was right.? 

4 Then d—n you for a fool in the wrong ! b re- 
plied the baronet, extending his foot to kick the 
landlord, who, jumping aſide, to avoid the threat- 
ened inſult, Sir Flat overreached himſelf, and fell 
down backwards.—He roſe haftily, and though 
_ evidently hurt, pretended not to be fo, and exclaim- 
ed, “ By G—d I'll knock up your houſe: for you, 
fir! if wy lame arm had not been in the 1 


Id 


12 MEN AND MANNERS. 


I'd have cloſed your. day-lights into m bargain, 
ſcoundrel !” 
„Go thou home, ſaid FF XY BY to Babb. 
« go thou home; and the landiped are 
rock his advice. 
One advertiſement will do for you and him,” 
_ cried Sir Flat, looking at Alfred. 
Ils not thy reſentment ſubſided with thy proof | 
of error?” aſked Parkinſon. 
Den it, fir,” anſwered Sir Flat, Id have 
you to know, I never gave in, in my life.” 
If thou. doſt mean that thou didſt never con- 
feſs thyſelf in the wrong | 
e Yes, I do,“ interrupted Sir Flat, „I do; and 
2 d long ſtring of diſputes I have had in * 
day, let me tell you.“ 
„Then I ſay, continued Parkinſon, 4 chat thou 5 
haſt the oftener let flip the opportunity of: being 
honoradly in the right. 
ä Yeu are a curſed queer fiſt,” Cd Sir Flat, 
r and know about as . of life, as I do about 
canting.?” 
« 1 do not pretend to much more 3 of 
ie” replied Parkinſon, . than the knowledge af 
its being followed by death.“ 
© You are a d——d wiſe fellow. to know: as, | 
upon my ſoul!““ refamed the baronet ; d d 
wiſe, ain't he, Splaih ?““ Sir Flat. ſtrained a laugh, 
and his double echoed him. 
Parkinſon took the arm of Alfred in his, with- . 
* out ſeeming to attend to them, and was leading 
him away. 
Remember, fir, you are a coward,” called out 
| Sir Fiat. | 
< | ſhall alſo recollect who termed me > ſo,” re- 
turned Alfred, and walked on. | 
« True courage and wiſdom are ever connected, 
ſaid Parkinſon; © thou haſt 1 8085 and 
ne thee for, thy fortitude.” Ia 


ce Praiſe 
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* Praiſe from bin is a reward for any ac- 
tion or forbearance,” replied Alfred. 

« How many a life hath been loſt, how many a 
hand ſtained with blood, from as trivial and as miſ- 
conceived an expreſſion, as that from which thou 
haſt now wiſely preſerved thyſelf SY reſumed Par- 
kinſon. | 

. you, Who have preſerved, me, anſwered 5 
Alfred. 
No, id Parkinſon, J did only point out 

to thee, that thou. didſt poſſeſs the means and will 
within thine own breaſt.“ | 

“ Would 1 had thought ſooner as 1 do now t=— 
Sir Flat talks of revenge, which may till bring me 
into difficulties.” ' 

« A determined rectitude of conduct, ĩs the ſureſt 


and eaſieſt method both of eſcaping the ſnares 2 K | 


the unprincipled, and of. extricating thylelf from 
them, ſhould thou be involved in them.“ 


Alfred received the inſtructive remark in flence, 18 


and they walked on ſome minutes without ſpeaking; 
the village clock ſtruck eight, as they arrived upon 
a croſs path, which, by one of its ways, led to he 
centre of the village, and by the other to the houſe - . 
of Parkinſon ;—* Good morrow,” he. ſaid, < 1 
have but one hour before my departure to the city 
of London, a and have much employment to oc | 
. 

Alfred wiſhed to ſay a great deal, was irreſolute . 
where or how to. begin, and had not moulded a 
ſentence for utterances till Jonathan, Parkinſon was 
out of hearing, | 


oOtherwi 
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. CHAP. II. 
1 fortunate M: 2 


0 HILE debating with as 1 Alfred had 
. topped, and Jacob Lamb, who had followed at a 
ſhort diſtance, now came up to him. 
Tou have gained Parkinſon's heart, fir,” ſaid 
he; though he ſays little, I ſee you have.” 
« By what art do you know ſo well how to judge 
him?“ aſked Alfred. 
Why fir,“ replied Jacob, <« don't miſtake what 
I am going to ſay for vanity, in bans, ſo bold as 
to compare myſelf to Jonathan Parkinſon ; but 
whatever I do I can truly {ay is for the beſt, ſo 1 
am ſure is what he does; and ſuch ” 225 diſpoſitions 1 
ſoon know one another Hy 
* Then | have acted rightly, you think, in fol- 
lowing his counſel ??? | 
«© Do you mean in not fighting Sir Flat 7 if 
« Yes, I do.“ 
« Yes,” aniwered Jacoh—**< yes.” 
% That heſitating anſwer, ſeems to imply that 
you don't think what you ſay.” _ 2 
« Yes, fr, | do think it, or I would not "Rs 
ſaid it; but I had other thoughts mixed with 1 it.“ 
« What were they?“ 
oe tin 4 fir, your father would have thought 
e, and Jacob heſitated. 
Alfred ſupplied the remainder of the ſentence, 
And have acted up to his ideas would you not 
imply ſo?” 
_ * it not t right every man ond, ſir oo / 
| . 


MEN AND MANNERS. 1h 


. Then 1. have done right; r 1 have afted Te 
up to mine.” 5 
« They were not the ſame laſt night, as they 15 
are this morning, ſir,“ ſaid Jacob. a 

The warmth of temper I was then in, did not £ 
permit me ſo cloſely to perceive my error; I wav- 
ered between two doubtful points, Jonathan Par- 

kinſon's arguments have reſolved me. 


« Pardon me, fir,” ſaid Jacob, cc are you ſure I» 


you adopted them from a conviction of the feeling 
he meant them to inſpire ?” aÞ 

They had entered the village, and Alfred quiek- | 
ened his pace, without noticing Jacob's laſt dee | 
tion. | 

In the breakfaſt appartment of. his mother's 
| houſe he found Cranberry and Emily; the latter 
of whom, on ſeeing him, immediately ſhricked, 
and then aſked if Sir Flat was killed. 


«© Killed,” repeated Alfred in a voice of contempt 
at her folly, and caſting a look of reproach at her 


companion, to whom he well knew ſhe was indebted 
for the knowledge of what had been in 28ita- 
tion. 

« What is he then only wounded ?” ſaid ſhe. 

Alfred uttered a ſound of diſdain. | 

How is it ?—how have you decided it * ?” aſked 
Cranberry. 0 

„ wonder you aſk me,” replied Alfred, after 
what paſſed between us laſt night ;—why don't you 
apply to your friend, Sir Flat?“ 

« If I have a trifling diſpute with a man in an 
evening,” cried Cranberry, affecting to look plea- 
ſant, I drown reſentment in ſleep, and forget it 
by the morning ;—beſides, 1 wiſhed to conſider you 
equally my friends.” . 3 
« [ deny it,” ſaid Alfred, < if you had regarded 8 
us your friends alike, you would have eſteemed us 

on an equality, and not have reminded me of his 
ſuperior rank in the world ;—friendihip knows no 
degrees.” MI VA fn Bas FL | 


/ 


t 
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28 It would be anakerable, ſaid Cranberry 
pointedly. | 
- £ It muſt firſt be mutually priqripled,” replied. ; 
Alfred, and left the room. : 
„ Gad, Erin gham's in a deviliſh humour this 
morning, cried Cranberry 8 

He is often ſo odd- and comical, now, ſaid - 
Emily. 
“Something ſtrange muſt have erred in the 
field; — I'll run and know what it is.“ 


oe Dear me, can't you ſtop a minute or two? : 


Yauare in ſuch a hurry!” 1 
« An age, if you deſire it;“ be threw: himſelf | 
on the ſofa by her. 

And yet I ſhould like to know about the duel, 

for Alfred won't telt me. | 
Then 1 fly.” 25 | 

„ Make haſte back, will you?“ * 
ee I will.” Cranberry roſe and opened the door, 


on the outſide appeared Rachel on the point of en- 


tering; he ran paſt her, exclaiming, Good-morn- 
ing, how do you do? and left the houſe. | 
% Only think, Rachel,” ſaid Emily, Alfred 
has 1 fighting a duel about you.” 
«© A duel! and about me?“ ſhe ſunk on a chair. 
« Yes, and we can't hear whether any body is 
killed, or only wounded. 


| Rachel's lips became white, and me fell. back f in 


her chair. 


Emily proceeded wathour regarding her emmoti. 
on; I wonder which fired hrit, and whether Sir 
Plat is killed or not. 

«« But Alfred!“ Rachel with difficulty uttered. 

A ſulky creature, not to tell one any * 
about what was going to be done, or ho-.“ 

Rachel roſe from her ſeat, by an effort almoſt 
ſuperior to her ſtrength, reached the door. of the 
appartment with trembling ſteps, ' beheld Alfred 
"ſtanding in the paſſage, gave a faint ſhriek, and 
tell to the Nour : - — ran and raiſed her wy 

| >. 
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_ fol Emi applied her ſalts to her noſe, 3 when — 
ſſme perceived her beginning to recover, the. erv— 
claimed, 1 always ſaid Sir * was Rachel's 5 


lover.“ 
«« Folly !?? cried Alfred. 


« Dear me, I am ſure of it, e ſhe, 
and ſo would you be, if you were not ſo perverſe 
that you won't believe any thing I fay : why, what 
made her faint at ſeeing you, bur for fear you ond: : 


have killed him ?” 


Alfred's feelings underwent the variations of 


hope and fear, but he ſpoke not. Mrs. Eringham 


entered the room as Rachel opened her eyes: the - 


cauſe of her diſorder was e e, by Emily, ac 


cording to her own ideas, an by Rachel with truth; 5 


= her emotion had. been cauſed by her AY 2 


benſions for the ſaſety of a friend. 


Alfred then acquainted them with juſt ſufficient 7 
of the late occurrence to ſubdue their alarm, and 
they ſeated themſelves round the breakfaſt table, 
Emily confeſſing herſelf not at at all pleaſed, that 


her lover had not ſhown his valour by firing upon 


Sir Flat; and then telling Rachel, how. ſorry the - 


felt that theis admirers were enemies: to which l- 
mentation Rachel did not reply. 


Breakfaſt was ſcarcely conduded. Hadlas 5 3s . NF 
lage clock firuck nine, and with the hour arrived 


the chaiſe, in which was to be commenced RachePs 


fecond journey to London; Parkinſon was in it; 7 


knowing which ſhe roſe inſtantly to depart :- ſhe 


embraced Mrs. Eringham and Emily — Kiis Al- 
fred too,” ſaid the latter, * or I ſhall think you 

dont. like him, for having quarrelled with Sir Flat. mo 
Alfred ventured upon the liberty which Emily's. - 

words had ſeemed to authorize; his lips quivered 


as they touched Rachel's cheek, and a tear from his 


eye fell on her face he led her to the chaiſe ;—nei+ 


— 
— 


er oke be entered i, nodded e Jacob Et 


- 
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who ed bowed to her and Parkinſon, , and 
knew not whether the carriage was in motion, till 


he loſt fight of the * whe had followed her. | 
| to. it. | 


_ CHAP. III. 5 


4 Narrative. wo 


4 


As; aer ann Parkinſon related to Rachel 
the particulars of the rencontre between Alfred 
and Sir Flat, and the recital only tended to render 
it a ſtill more difficult taſk for her to ſubdue a paſ- 
fion, which ſhe had reſolved to conceal, if ſhe could 
not conquer. 
Parkinſon preferred a- flow and eaſy journey, 
and they reſted," for the night, within twenty miles 
of the metropolis ; and not till Rachel had reclined 
her head on her pillow, did ſhe recollect, that the 
> occurrence of the morning had driven from her me- 
mory her intention of introducing, as caſual con- 
verſation, at breakfaſt, the command ſhe had re- 
Ceived from her 3 and her determination of : 
. ftritly obeying it. | 
On the following day, abbur noon, they arrived 
in London, and proceeded to a lodging in the vict- 
nity of the park, choſen by Parkinſon,” for the con- 
veniency of taking bis accuſtomed walk before 
breakfaſt. | 
| As Parkinſon had e not to viſit Sir Gilbert 
Oxmondeley till the next day, the afternoon was 
paſſed by him and Rachel in a reviſal of the events 
that had befallen her in London, which it was ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould be intima ely acquainted with, 
before he entered upon an attempt at juſtify ing her 
character in: _ Rachel took occaſion 1 men- 
| tion 


} : , 
2 3 1 7 


tion to him the ſervices ſhe had received from Miſs 
Darlington, and the promiſe ſhe had made her of 
ſupplying her with a ſum, which would enable * E 
to fly from her preſent mode of life. _ | hs 
"Parkin heard with pleaſure, the good inten- F 
tion ſhe had conceived, promiſed to furniſh her 

with the means of putting it into execution, and 
inquired in what ſtreet the female, in whoſe _ 
ſhe had taken intereſt, reſided. The tears ſtarted in 
Rachel's eyes, and ſhe exclaimed, Oh, Parkinſon, 
I have ignorantly made this Ons _ to tan- 
talize a wretched heart??? 1 
hes Why ſo $7: he aſked . 9 : A 
i; 62s. 3 ſo laden, and my mind was 3 
. occupied at the time, that it never occurred to me 
ta aſk either the number of her houſe, or the name 


8 of the ſtreet; and as I both entered it and leſt it in 


4 the night, 1 know no Poſſible means of diſcoyer- f 
. 8 
Parkinſon, who could! not blame a. ol execu- 
tion where the will had been good, anſwered her, 
that he would give the means by which a diſco-— 
very of the female's abode might be learnt We 

thought during their ſtay in London-— 
Parkinſon always ſpoke what he really meant, 
thus Rachel's heart became eaſed by his aſſurance. 
The next morning, Jonathan Parkinſon, and his 
fair charge, proceeded to Sir Gilbert Oxmondeley' s, 
and were there informed, that the a was not 
at home. 
Open the door of 134 vehicle,” aid Parkin. . 
ſon to his ſervant, 7 þ ſhall nevertheleſs come ail 
out.“ e 
His orders were obey * | «7 
Where is thy 0 z he aſked of 55 0 | 
who. ſtood within the hall, ADP whoſe. ow wha: un- 
known to Rachel. 
Out, fir,” ſaid the man. SPE 
«« Doſt thou mean that he is on a journey, or 
not in his houſe * this 2 time * | _ 
cC- . | 
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He is not out of town, fir,” replied the man: 
«© Then I will-enter. his ORs and wait his re- 
turn into it.“ 
| „ fir,” ſaid the man beſitatingly, « my 
[| . maſter is at home, to be ſure, but he is engaged on | 
i very particular buſineſs, and can't ſee any body.” 
1 Mine is alſo very particular buſineſs, — 4 I am 
—_ willing to await the concluſion of that on which he 
is now engaged.” —He beckoned to Rachel, and ſhe / 
left the coach - —the ſootman opened the door of. a 
Parlour on the ground floor, and they entered it; — 
« What name ſhall 1 ſay, fir?” he aſked. Cn + 
é Jonathan Parkinſon.” —_ 
| Rachel ſunk upon a chair; 8 ok 
which the had paſted 3 in that houſe, all the miſeries 
to which ſhe had conſequently been expoſed, burſt 
upon her brain, aud their recollection brought with | 
it ſenſations of the moſt acute nature. As 
| _ Parkinſon wandered flowly about the room, = 0 
nlence pre vailed till the ſervant returned, and ſaid 
that Sir Gilbert knew nobody of the name he had 
announced, and defired he would ſend in his bu- 
3 Conde x the. young lady to him,” ſaid Par. be 
Rachel roſe, and took Parkinſon's hand, In- 
deed, I cannot,” ſhe ſaid. 
e What can 4nnocence ING Rachel, go,” "_ 
he anſwered. | 55 
« If you command it.” — | 
HI would have thee face thine enemies boldly; $. 
follow thou the man. . 

„ You will come to me?“ 6 
Parkinſon inclined his head in 8 and Ra- 
chel, with trembling ſteps, followed the ſervant 
through the hall; When they turned into the paſſage 

Which led io the baronet's ſtudy, ſhe aſſumed cou- 
rage to aſc, whether Sir Gilbert was alone?“ ſhe - 
was informed that he was, and knew not whether 
the a pleaſed, or diſtreſſed . he 
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When 10 ſervant aeg at the the Son; "which 
ns was open, he ſtopped for Rachel to paſs him; ſhe - 
ſtopped alſo, and could ſcarcely: forbear drawing 
back. Sir Gilbert, who heard footſteps, and im- 
magined it to be only: the footman returned wich 
.the anſwer to his enquiry, came to the door, and 


| aſked, © What does the manſay?” before he per- 


ceived he was addreſſing Rachel :—on raiſing” his 
eyes towards her, his aſtoniſhment was as great as 
may be conceived, and he exclaimed, <© Miſs Ra- 
chel, is it you?—lI am very glad to ſee you,” and 
yet very angry with you too. 

_ «« Sir Gilbert,“ ſaid Rachel, 4 1 have a friend 
here, might he be permitted—” 5 
„ Shew the gentleman in here directly, 00 
Sir Gilbert, interrupting her.— Come, walk in, 
miſs, and fit down; here am I, the moſt unkaj 
old fellow under the fas + L am more than diſtracted; 
I have been cheated and humbugged up hill and 


down dale, nothing. has turned out as I wanted it, 


all has gone croſs the grain; and if it was not for 
the diſgrace of the thing that I am a baronet, I be- 
 heve | ſhould have . myſelf either as yeſter- 
day, or to- day.“ | 

Rachel did not. attempt to interrupt the harangue, 
and Parkinſon's appearance concluded it. | 
% Thou knoweſt my name,” he ſaid, ' thine I 
conclude is Oxmondeley.” 

« Yes, I am Sir Gilbert,“ replied "A barojiet, 
* and I know who you are now, and fo I beg par- 


don for my rudeneſs in keeping you fo long. at the : 


door. =D 

* Thou ſeeſt me here,” Parkinſon was begin- 
nin 

of And I can pretty well gueſs your errand,” in- 
terrupted Sir Gilbert; “ however, Lam happy to 
ſay, you will find J am not to blame: Mr. Parkin- 
ſon, I have been as ill done by as that young lady; 
I have been worried, and tewed, and cheated out 
of my life and ſenſes,” 


Ne Ky „Leone 
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„come but to aſk of thee,” ſaid. Parkinſon, : 

bf, 3 I may find the knight Paragon—” _ & 

Thanks to the d—1, he's dead and gone!” ex- - 

claimed Sir Gilbert in a voice and countenance divi 5 
ded between pleaſure and mortification. 

ce Then his agent, Blackman, is my next pur- 

ſait,” ſaid Parkinſon. - 


« So he is mine, and be d—d to kim. ed the 5 


baronet, I have found out him for a rogue too ! 
 —he that I have foſtered and maintained, and made 
of him what he 15 !—there I had harboured a ſnake. 
in my boſom too !—the raſcal is gone off with eight 
thouſand as good pounds, of my money, as ever 
were paid in ſterling caſh; gone off, I tell you, run 

- away, no where to be Fand; or ever will be 1 hope 
upon earth till he drops from the gallows.. 
My buſineſs in London, Parkinſon reſumed, \ 

as a gentle check to Sir Gilbert's volubility of 
tongue on his own affairs, © is to endeavour by diſ- 
covering the villany practiſed againſt my Wachen I... 
clear her character to the world.” 

„Well, fir,” Sir Gilbert returned, he and 
I are fellow-ſufferers from the ſame villain, and if 
you will but have patience to hear me, I'll explain 
all that relates to the jewels, my daughter Bet's 
diamonds, and all about it.“ 

I do wiſh to hear what concerneth Rachel, Y 
Parkinſon rephed. 

._.*© You ſhall, fir, you ſhall Well, RY you re- 
collect the morning that you were ſent to priſon, 
on ſuſpicion of having ſtolen my daughter Bet's di- 
amonds, becauſe they were found in your trunk, 
and your clothes packed up; well, I am ſure I am 
ſorry enough, and aſk your pardon too, for having 
had a finger in the pye, as I may ſay, but what could 8 
I do, when ſuſpicion was ſo ſtrong againſt you ?—_ 
Well, at night madam Bet was mifhng, gone off 
with young Morden, I ſuppoſe, and who but ſhe? 
| takes the diamonds along with her; and this, miſs, 


18 WHAT 1 ain t quite ſo well PRE with you Tee 8 
e or 
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Per not telling me what was going to be done, as 1 


find, by your letter, you knew of it.“ 4 
Here Rachel explained as much relative to Miſs 


Oxmondeley's elopement, as was neceſſary to the 


exculpation of herſelf, and Sir Gilbert heard it with 
the features of a man, who could rail no more, be- 
cauſe his ſtrength had already been exhauſted with 
rage. 5 Koh, © I | 1 
by When ſhe ſtopped, he thus went on.—*< After 
much ado, I found up Blackman, and ſent him, poſt - 
haſte, after. Bet, on the Gretnagreen road: as for 
Sir Bauble, he was no where to be heard of““ 


\ 
$ 


Rachel again interrupted Sir Gilbert, to inform 


him of what had paſſed in the priſon that night, 
between herſelf, Blackman, and Sir Bauble; and 

then inquired whether he had not received a note 
from her, ſtating her ſuſpicions of the baronet and 
the lawyer. E313 ; e 
% No, miſs,” anſwered Sir Gilbert, “ neither - 
I nor any body elfe that you wrote to, out of that 
priſon, got your letters, they were all given to that 
raſcal Blackham but don't put me out, or I ſhall | 
never pet through my ſtory :—Well, after a great 
deal of fretting and fuming, and all to no purpoſe _ 

neither, I went to bed, and in the middle of the 
night comes a rapping at the door, like thunder, 
and what ſhould it be but Sir Bauble; he had been 
knocked down and robbed, and found half dead in 
the ſtreet by the watchmen, and ſo as he had one of 
my cards in his pocket, they took him for me, and 

brought him here :—well, I could do no leſs by him, 


azãZzas matters ſtood, than put him to bed, and there 


was an end to that night's work.—The next day 
Blackman returned with a ſtrained ankle, and never 
the nearer finding Bet; and he adviſed me to fearch 
your trunks, that I might ſee if you had ſtolen any 
thing more; fo by that means I found your letter, 
telling me, that Sir Bauble had made love to you; 
I thought that could never be, as he was going to 


be married to Bet, if ſhe had not run away; and + 


©. Blackman 
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Blackman perſuaded me yon were mad for love of 


Sir Bauble ; and he ſaid he would have you taken 
care of in a proper place: and ſo forthwith I wrote 

a letter to Mr: Morden, to let him know how. I 
thought it was with you; and that too, I have fince 
found, the villain took care ſhould never come to 
hand ; no, no, that would have put a ſtop to their 
- raſcally doings.— Well, ſo went on matters for two. 
or three days; Lady Paragon mighty ſweet upon 
me, as I thought, and Blackman perſuading me to 
© marry and diſinherit Bet, and I never had à better 
mind to do any thing in my life, but I was not haſ- 
ty about it, becauſe. I knew it was a thing that 
- might always be done ;—ſo the very morning that 


Blackman brought me word that you was run away 


from the mad doctor's, he and Lady Paragon were 
ſhut up together an hour or two, here, in my ſtu- 
dy, ſo that Blackman came to me, and he began by 


telling me, that her ladyſhip was in a very unplea- 


ſant ſituation for a woman of her delicacy z—now | 
this I did not much mind, miſs, for it often was the 
way with her you know ;—well, I aſked him what 


was the matter, however; he ſaid ſhe had been 


dunned by the man of whom ſhe had bought her 
new houſe in Groſvenor-ſquare, for the money, 
which ought to have been paid ſome weeks before, 
but that ſhe could not at that time command it, 
without ſhe ſold out ro great loſs, and begged to 
know whether I could lend her the money on a bond; 
IJ, for my part, thought ſhe was as rich as me, fo, 
fool like, Ilet her have it; and ſne ſigned the bond, 
and that's all I'm ever likely to have Rr my money; 
-—curſe them all, I ſay, for a pack of dirty 
t Proceed in thy narrative, friend,“ ſaid Par- 
kinſon. Es 1 Oe Fe ig 
It is curfed hard enough, let me tell you, Mr. 
- Parkinſon, to be diſappointed in all your views, and 
cheated out of your money into the bargain, eſpeci- 
-ally by thoſe that you have always done well o 


* 
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and that ought to be your friends, and that you al- 
ways thought were ſo. “ „ . 
The baronet heaved a deep ſigh, andthen continu- 
ed: Sir Bauble was all this time getting worſe and 
worſe every hour, from the cold he got from lying 
next thing to naked in the ſtreet, and in the night 
of that day he died; well, then her ladyſhip was 
all hyſterics, and cryings, and faintings, as you may _ 
ſuppoſe; I can't ſay but I was ſorry myſelf, s I 
knew Ro harm of him then; but, however, as I 
ſaid, he had not wanted for care and phyſic, and his 
time was come ;—he was in my houſe, as I told you 
before, ſo I thought I could do no leſs than take the 
trouble of the funeral off her ladyſhip upon myſelf ; 
ſo the next morning, a little before noon, I ſent off 
Mrs. Coke to fetch Blackman to help me in the man- 
agement, and told her to tell him by the way what 
' had happened ;—preſently comes back Mrs. Coke 
with the news, that Blackman, who but he! had 
_ failed the night before in a ſhip from Graveſend for 
America, his family were gone with him, and the 
maid that told Mrs. Coke of it, had had her wages 
paid her the day before. . e 
«IT went to her ladyſhip with the news, and 
then ſhe was in ten times worſe fits than before; 1 
could make nothing out of her; and on my return 
home, I was going to look for Mrs. Coke to hear 
what ſhe knew once more, when what did I hear, 
but Chapman abuſing Blackman for all the rogues in 
the creation ;-I was determined to know why, ſo 1 
ſent for her, and commanded her to explain her 
words, and ſhe told me (it came out between 
fright.and diſappointment) that Blackman had 
promifed her a hundred pounds fer putting Bet's 
diamonds into Miſs Rachel's trunk, that ſhe could 
not exactly tell why it was done, only that Black- 
man had given her to underſtand, that Sir Bauble 
was fonder of Miſs Rachel than of Bet; I was thun- _ 
der-ſtruck, you may think, ſo I packed her off to a 
_ juſtice in a minute, and, on her own confeſſion, ſhe 
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48 gone to Cen FRG two months hard labour, 


inſtead of her hundred pounds. 

* After that was done, I began to think of what 
was paſt, and I ſoon ſaw the villany of that pair of 
imps, and the truth of your letter.— Well, miſs, 


not to trouble you much more about myſelf, when 


the funeral of that deceitful young dog was over, 
I inſiſted upon the payment of her ladyſhip's bond, 
and I was in ſuch a rage with them altogether, that 


I ſwore I'd ſeize her effects if ſhe did not pay me; 


for what. was ſhe then to me, any thing more than 
to get back from her the money ſhe owed me ? 


« Whence a done, when the long and the ſhort. 


came out, for I brought her ladyſhip to her confeſ- 
nion by my threats; it ſeemed that ſhe and her hope- 
ful ſon had not a pound a-piece between earth and 
_ but had meant to have grown rich by marry- 


Bet; and that raſcal Blackman had been on 
2 ſide all the time inſtead of mine; and, more- 
over, that the money ſhe had borrowed of me, 


was to keep her from being ſent to priſon for her 


gaming debts ; ſhe had given it to Blackman to pay 
her creditors, and he was gone off with it in his 
own pocket ;—was there ever ſuch a gang of rogues 
got together !—I']] be Jagged by any chriſtian 

nown to equal it.— 


- foul, if ever any thing was 
Well, I could get nothing by ſending her ladyſhip 


to jail, ſo I een left her to fare as ſhe could; but 


nnce that, one of her faſhionable creditors has had 


mercy enough on her, 4o lodge her in the Fleet, 
and there ſhe may ſtay as long as 'ſhe lives for me, 


I promiſe her, without ſhe can manage to game the 


eight thouſand pounds back again, and if ſhe does 


chat, ſhe ſhall hear from me,” 


- CHAP. | 


buſineſs came to puzzle me; I know no more of the 
man than that Blackman ſaid, he had a friend that 
would take care of her, a mad doctor he 


o 
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CHAP. IV. 
Literati and E . 


5 5 „ 
*W x, Sir!” continued Sir Gift, after 
a momentary pauſe, as Jonathan Parkinſon remain- 
ed ſilent, I ſee nothing «hat can be done in this 
buſineſs, as both of the offenders are gone out of 
reach by different roads.” 8 | A 
c There is a third,” replied Parkinſon, of 
whom it becometh me, I think, for the benefit of 
ſociety, to make an example ;—he who did confine _ 
her in his houſe, pretending that he did believe her 
afflicted with lunacy. “ . 3 
e fancy, Mr. Parkinſon,“ returned Sir Gilbert, 
« you'll-find that no eaſy matter; he'll plead that 
Blackham told him that ſhe was mad, and if you 
ſay ſhe is not, he'll anſwer you that he can't tell, 
for ſhe was not with him long enough for him to 


find it out.” - | | 3 8 
All this it true,” reſumed Parkinſon, < but he 
hath more to anſwer for.” | | 

« Ay, ay, if that was the caſe, I fay nothing, 


there Miſs Rachel muſt ſpeak for berſelf — What 
was his name, miſs? — Who was he?“ 


„That we would learn of thee, Rachel know- 
eth it not. | | | 3 


« ] am ſure, Mr. Parkinſon, I can't tell you, 1 


| wiſh I could, fer I have too much reſpe& for Miſs 


Rachel, not to wiſh her enemies puniſhed, now I 


have found out that ſhe really is as good a youn 


lady as I always thought her, till this con- 


gave me 


* B 2 to 
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to underſtand; but if Miſs Rachel knows where he 
lives, the buſineſs is ſoon done“ | 8 

Added to my ignorance of this city,” ſaid Ra- 
chel, << my agitation was ſo great, both at the time 
of my going to the houſe, and of my leaving it, 
that I am certain I ſhould not know the ſtreet again, 
were I carried into it.” 5 a 

« It ſhall be my firſt buſineſs,” ſaid Parkinſon, 
© to endeavour to learn of the jailer if he was ac- 
| e e with the man who did accompany him, 

lackman, on the morning that Rachel was taken 
pA? ER 

% Ay, do, Mr. Parkinſon, and perhaps you may 
hear of ſome more of their tricks from him.“ 
-- Parkinſon roſe : *- Come, Rachel, he ſaid, I 
will go now to the priſon, if Sir Gilbert will direct. 
me to it.“ | 8 

« And. Miſs Rachel will ſtay meanwhile with me, 
cried the baronet. 1 5 | 

Parkinſon looked at Rachel for the anſwer. _ 

ce If you will permit me,” ſhe ſaid, I will ac- 
cept Sir Gilbert's invitation; I had rather not again 
behold the ſcene of paſt unhappineſs ; beſide, I want 
ſome converſation with Sir Gilbert.” 

e So do] with you miſs,” added the baronet. 5 
Parkinſon heſitated not to conclude that Sir Gil- 
bert's daughter was the ſubject of the converſation 
which they mutually wiſhed to diſcuſs, ſo readily 
conſented to leave Rachel till his return with the 
barenet, from whom, having received his direction 
where to find the priſon, he ſat out on his viſit to 

Mr. Pelf. : | ! 

It was, indeed, of Eliza, that Rachel wiſhed. to 
ſpeak, and no-ſooner had Parkinſon left the room, 
than ſhe inquired. of Sir Gilbert, whether he had 
ever heard of his daughter ſince her departure; he 
anſwered as ſhe expected, that he neither had, nor 
wiſhed it; for ſne did not ſuppoſe that the ſcheme 
he had planned for Eliza's happineſs, having turned 
out a falſe one, would reconcile him to one equally 
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faulty on her fide ;—ſhe endeavoured to ſay ſome- - 
thing in the palliation of a conduct ſhe knew to have 
been wrong, but was not long diſtreſſed how to 
continue the ſubject, as the baronet, though with 
all the politeneſs of which he was capable, deſired 

the topic to be dropped. 5 . 
Till the return of Parkinſon, Sir Gilbert enter- 
tained his viſitor with broken repetitions of the ſtory ' 
he had before related, and his own remarks upon it 
more at large, but ſhe only learnt from his diſcourſe, 
in addition to what ſhe had before heard, that it 
was Sir Flat who had arreſted her lady ſnip. 770 

When Jonathan Parkinſon came back, he inform- 
ed them that he had found Mrs. Pelf alone at home, 
who had told him that ſhe bad not been preſent at 
Rachel's departure, :and knew not who had taken 
her away, but that ſhe made no doubt her huſband” 
could inform him; but then ſhe ſaid, he would ner 
be in London for at leaſt four or five days, as he was 

out in the country on buſineſs. *< I have left my ad- 
dreſs wjth the woman, continued Parkinſon, de- 


firing that intelligence may be brought me of her | 


| huſband's return, and ſhall remain in this city, to 
await the ſucceſs of my attempt.” e 
Sir Gilbert invited Parkinſon and Rachel to dine 
with him on the following day, which Parkinſon 
ſaid buſineſs in the city obliged him to decline doing; 
Sir Gilbert then preſſed him for the one after, and 
Parkinſon agreed to viſit him, conſidering that Ra- 
chel being he by the ſervants to be reſtored to Sir 
Gilbert's friendſhip, would be no inconſiderable 
proof 'of her innocence, if any doubt of it yer re- 
mained in the circle of thoſe who had known the ſto- 
ry which had falſely impeached her. 8 En 
Sir Gilbert inſiſted on handing Rachel to the car- 
riage himſelf and as he aſſiſted her in getting into. 
it, he gave her hand a gentle ſqueeze, with which 
ſhe was by no means diſpleaſed, as it aſſured her o 
the return of cordiality in one, whoſe unjuſt ſuſpi 
cClions of her, in conſideration of the . | 


5 
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under which he had FR them, the equity of 
her heart had immediately taught her to forgive, on 
bis joint confeſſion of his error, and — of - 


Pardon. | 

The next day, Parkinſon went on the execution 
of his buſineſs into the city, and Rachel deſcended 
into the ſhop of the bookſeller in whoſe houſe they 
lodged, to beg of him to lend her ſametüng to 
read. 


publications, any of them are at your ſervice.” 
He opened the door for her, and ſhe entered the 


room, which was large ; ; the books were ranged 


round on ſhelves; in the middle ſtood a table, on 
which lay the neweſt pamphlets, and the newſpapers 
of the day ; ſeveral perſons, male and female, were 
ſcattered in various parts of the apartment, ſome 
loungers, ſome liſteners, a great many talkers, and 
a very few readers. 


She advanced to a ſhelf.” and whilſt 7 the 


different names on the bindings, in order to ſelect 


one for peruſal, ſne heard a lady, who had juſt en- 


tered, ſay to the librarian, «© Young man, have 
you got any thing new fit to read?“ 

« Here's the Match Girl, ma'am.” 

« The Match Girl! that muſt be low ſtuff; _ 
written by a woman too? 

« The Skeleton, ma'am.” 

«© Another woman! I wonder women can't con- 
tent themſelves with their needles.” “ 

If every body decided upon their merits ſo 
-prematurely as ren ſaid her companion, who was 
no other than the Sir Harry, who had handed out 


Lady Varny from the opera the firſt evening of 
-RachePs ſeeing her, I think it would.” 


Lord, Sir Harry,” ſhe cried, “ you don't 1 im- 
* can e every dy.” 
c Oh 


He pointed to a door at the end of the ſhop, 
and faid, «© That room, ma'am, contains my circu- 
lating library, you will find in it moſt old and new 
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Oh, no, e far From it,” 1 3 point- ; 
edly; < but why condemn unheard ?“ 1 
* 0 Do. you .think my condemning a book preju- 3 
dices its ſale, then?“ ſaid ſhe, affectedly. 
Ndot at all,” he replied. 
Diſfatisfied with this anſwer, the lady 9 to 
one of her own ſex, and CLE: what ſhe had been 
reading. 
© J never read. any thing but rok ftories,"!! re- 
turned the other; *« and 1 think ctres are grown 
rather ſcarce.“ 
« Here is the Caſtle of Ollads,” ſaid the 58 2 
rian. 
% What 2» ſaid the firftlady, . *© 
The librarian repeated the name. 
Oh the worſt thing in print,“ ſhe RT 8 
« Is it?” aiked the. other lady,— — what is it 
about?“ 
.I can't tell you,“ me replied, « for I don't. 
know a fingle ſoul that has read it; and the walked | 
to the other end of the room. 
« Shall I put it down in your name, ma'am 2 
ſaid the librarian to the ghoſt- admiring lady. * 
Oh, dear, no,” fhe faid, I am fore I ſhan't 
read a thing that ain't the faſhion.” Rachel could 
not forbear an inward ſmile, at the converſation _ 
ſhe had overheard, and taking a volume from the 
ſhelf, was opening it in various parts to learn its 
character, ere ſhe concluded on its peruſal,” when 
an old lady (if ſuch they are) and two young ones 
came in“ Here, Mr. What's your name, ſaid 
the apparent mother, you buy every novel that“ I 
Publiſhed to let out, don't you . | 
Oh yes, ma'am.” 
« Have you had the Animated Portrait, yet 25 
No, ma'am, we intend to get it drefly." * 
« Have you beſpoken it?“ 9 
«© No, ma' am, but I'll ſend to the | publihes 
diredtly, if Fon wiſh to read 1 . ; 
f 60 On, 
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for Oh, no, ſtay, I am glad you Kaſs not got it; 
1 ſubſeribed for it, to pleaſe a friend who is ac- 
quainted with the author, and if you will take my 
copy, I ſhall be much'obliged to you.“ 

Oh yes, ma'am,” replied the man, © at the 
price we can have it from the printer. f 

«« How much is that?“ 


The librarian informed her. 
« What, only ſo much !—I expected to "OY 


made ſomething by it, as I fee the two volumes ad- 
vertiſed at ſeven ſhillings, and it was only fix to 
ſubſcribers.” 


The librarian ſmiled. 
« And ſo J muſt looſe by it, if 1 ſell ito vou? 


The librarian bowed, 
« Lard, mamma, take what he offers, rather 


than nothing,“ ſaid one of the daughters. 
«« Well,“ reſumed the matron, „here it is in 
my muff.” 
She laid down the books, and the Kbrarien the 
money, which the daughter, who had juſt ſpoken, 


immediately took up. 
“ Catharine, let my money atone,” ſaid the 


mother. 
« Lard, mamma, I'm fire! its mine; Lord —— 


ave the books to me,“ cried miſs. 

« We'll decide that at home,” replied the mo- 
ther, with a look that filenced mils, and cauſed 
her alſo to ſurrender the caſh. 
The other daughter had, in the mean time, been 
making intereſt with the librarian, to have the books 
home again with her, gratis, till the next day, 
having, as ſhe declared, forgot an incident which 
ſhe wiſhed to reviſe. 

The lady who doated on phantoms came up to 
her at the inftant ſhe had obtained her i, nes al. 
aſked, ** what ſhe had got there?“ 

«© The thing,” the anſwered, * that every bo- 
dy has been ſubſcribing to, for the benefit of the 


ſea captain's wife, and ſeven children; ic can't think 
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| of VI name; bot one muſt do ſomething for them, 
you know.“ | | 
« Oh, to be ſure; ; I'll look at the liſt myſelf.” 2 
The mother and daughters courtieyod. to the 


laſt ſpeaker, and left the room. | | 
Do you take in ſubſcriptions for that thing, 
Mr. 


?” ſaid the remaining lady. 

« Yes, ma'am, here is the liſt,” e the 
librarian, taking the pr opajals down from a nail. 
Mercy preſerve me!“ cried the lady, there. 
ain't above a dozen names it can't be a faſhion- 
able thing, Pm ſure.” _ 

« Our's is only a ſmall part of the ſubſcribers, 
ma'am; almoſt every bookſeller takes them in.” 

« Is it under any Doug” O * py 

% No, ma'am.” | 

c Who is at the top 2” WD | 

* This begins with— Anonymous, fr: copies, 
ma'am,” | 
* Pugh, the creature lives in the city, Þ ſhan'c 
ſubſcribe, I'm ſure,” cried che lady, and left the 
library. 
Rachel begged to ſee the paper, and having 
received the certain information that the ſum 6 of 
lected was for the benefit of ſeven fatherleſs chil- 
dren and their mother, ſhe put down her initials © 
for a ſingle copy, and flid « guinea into the hands 
of the librarian. © 

The curious part of the company in the room 
who had obſerved Rachel's laſt action, walked paſt 
the liſt as ſoon as it was again hung up, under vari- 
ons pretences for moving to the. other end of the 
room, but -could not ſatisfy themſelves 'in learning 

the name of the fair ſubſcriber. 

Having choſen. a book, which promiſed her 

entertainment, ſhe immediately roſe. to return to 

her apartment, as ſhe neither wiſhed to be recog- 

nized by Sir Harry, nor interrupted in her reading, 

by the voices of thoſe in the library. In paſſing 

3 the ſhop, a play-bill cavght her eye; it 
To, * : . Was 
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was her favourite amuſement, and ſhe ſtopped to 

read it; it advertiſed a new comedy, and an ap- 
proved pontomime for that evening: the maſter of 
the ſhop, who obſerved what had attracted her no- 
tice, gave her a ſmall one from the window to 
take up with her; ſhe accepted it, and having ex- 

1 amined the n, gave her thoughts up to the 

1 intereſting fate of © Angelina,” till the return of 

Parkinſon called her attentions to bim. SET 5 


CH AP. V. 
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N Reſet ina i 1 and a love letter. 


05 the table lay the play - bill; Parkinſon took 
it into his hand, caſt his eyes over it, and as he 

put it down, ſaid, Didſt thou ever ſee a _ 
performance in this city? 

c Several, anſwered Rachel. 
«« That implieth that they do pleaſe thee—Doth 
it not?” he aſked. 
« I confeſs they did.“ 
e Hoſt thou wiſh to ſee thatwhich will by done 

As evening?“ 

„ My inclinations will readily ſubmit to my eir- 
cumſtances, ſhe replied, ſmiling. | 
« How daſt thou mean 7 ſaid Parkinſon. 

„ That as you can't go with me, 1 1 be 

egqually contented any where elſe.” 

% Wherefore can I not?” | 
«© | thought you never went,” ſhe returned. 
1 do underſtand thee,” he anſwered; <« but I 
am not ſo much of any ſect, as to think all its opi- 

- inions right ones, and 1 am ſo much * every ſect. 
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as to ſee good in all, and to follow it in mine own 
conduct.— Why ſhould I debar myſelf the amuſe- 
ment of an hour or two, or three, which a ſtage 
performance may afford me, when I do perceive no 
Ren in the enjoy ment of it? The abſtinences of 
prejudice are as much beneath a thinking mind, as 
the blind proſecution of what is called faſhion, is 
a diſgrace to it. I truſt, for the credit of the 
kingdom at large, that pieces of immoral tenden- 
cy are not enacted on the public ſtages, and if 
they were, I. have enough confidence in myſelf to 
ſay, "that I ſhould not. return the worſe for having 
witneſſed them ; it is not the beholding of ſuch 
ſcenes, but the imitating of them, which is the 
_ hurtful part.” * Ve 5-0 


« I never ſaw any ſuch on the ſtage, ſaid Ra- 
chel. | 3 | 

« do believe it,” anſwered Parkinſon, < for on 
our youth their conſequences might be bad.” 0 
„Without they had the wiſdom of thoſe who. 
refrain from ſeeing them,“ replied Rachel, laugh- 
ing, © which I imagine muſt be from the conſciouſ- 
neſs of a weak nature, which durſt not behold im- 
morality, for fear it ſhonld prove contagious.” 
„This is not a weak nature,” ſaid Parkinſon, © 

© but a wiſe one, which avaideth an error it cannat 
With agg. ; „„ 

„ But,” aſked Rachel, „what can be the nature 
of that man, who has ſufficient fortitude to avoid 
the temptation of being led into doing ill; but hav- 
ing once ſuffered the temptation, cannot forbear 
the commiſſion of fin ?” ot . 

« He muſt be one who giveth more regard to 
prejudice, than to truth,” anſwered Parkinſon. _ 

At the proper hour they went to. the theatre, and 
the comedy being received with applauſe, Rachel 
derived the entertainment ſhe had promiſed herſelf, 
and at the end of the play, ſhe inquired of Jona- 

than Parkinſon, “ whether he had ſeen the per- 
'  Jormance with. pleaſurer”” TE TT a 
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It hath amuſed me, he replied, for the 
time deſigned ; but I cannot help lamenting, that 
if we ſhould be judged a century hence, by our 
ſtage performances of the preſent day, when the 
faſhions and whims which gave them birth ſhall 
have died away and be forgotten, that we ſhall 
be accounted by our poſterity to have been even 
more frivolous than we are.” 

. ©« You would doubtleſs have inſtruction proceed 
from the ſtage ?” ſaid Rachel. A 

« I would have, at leaſt, the oppoſite characters 
of virtue and vice more ſtrongly marked: I would 
have immorality dreſſed in leſs alluring colours: 
the laugh it doth create, is oftener on its fide than 
againſt it; it is too frequently the prominent fea- 
ture of the piece, and ultimately rewarded: it 
ſhould be made a more ſtriking example of de- 
riſion, leſt the foibles of its character, and the im- 
. Proprieties of its conduct, by the neatneſs of their 
execution, and riſible turn given to them, pro- 
voke imitation inſtead of contempt.?ꝰ 
The pantomime, which ſucceeded, was ſplendid 
in the extreme, and the machinery inimitably con- 
ſtructed; and Rachel, who had never before beheld 
a ſpectacle of the kind, ſaw it with much pleaſure. - 

This pleaſeth me,” ſaid Parkinſon; © mge- | 
nuity, in every ſhape, muſt be ſeen with admirati- 
on by every difpoſition but that of the envious 
man. | 5 br 
* * who wiſh to ſhow the excelleney of 

ir judgment by diſapproving every thing they 
behold,” Said Rachel. ” be J 

Hhoſe do betray a ſelfiſhneſs of temper,” re- 
turned Parkinſon, © which nippeth in its bud every 
other good quality that might ſpring from their 
hearts ; regularly to diſapprove, from caprice, the 
abcurs of others, muſt finally leflen thoſe who do 
Practiſe it in their own eſteem, from which paſſion 
they did probably begin the cuſtom; for the world 
| doth ever look ſlightly upon thoſe who do too highly ; 

| | „ 


k 4 


5 


MEN AND ANNE RS. 37 


regard themſelves, which no means can more 
ſtrongly difplay a man to do, than to carp at every 
thing which cometh in his way; and none wo 
arralgn to themſelves a falſe ſuperiority, in any _ 
point, can ſuſtain their aſſumed character in op- 
| poſition to the true ſentiments of the world.” 
It is a combination of envy, ſelfiſhneſs, and 
jealouſy,” ſaid Rachel. 5 | 
* No, not the latter,“ replied Parkinſon ; “ there 
is ſtill a ſurer clue to its detection; the jealous per- 
ſon doth begin by a laviſh praiſe of whatever qua- 
lity or thing exciteth his jealouſy, and when he hath 
raiſed thy pleaſure by ſpeaking to thine own feelings, 
he will find ſubtle terms for revoking all the merit 
” hath before beſtowed : this is the acme of jea- 
ouſy.” | | Ton EO 
In the theatre, Rachel had looked round in vain - 
for Miſs Darlington; ſhe was diſappointed in not 
having ſeen her, and yet hoped her abſence might 
be the conſequence of her reformed life. 
The following day was paſſed by them, according 
to their promiſe, with Sir Gilbert Oxmondeley ; 
and his attentions to Rachel were ſo pointed and 
friendly, that Parkinſon, who conceived them as 
apologies for his former conduct, did not ſpend the 
hours without pleaſure, in witneſſing the reparation - 
doing to Rachel. At their departure, Sir Gilbert, 
thanking them repeatedly for their viſit, and preſ- 
ſing them to repeat it, informed Rachel that he 
ſhould fend the clothes which ſhe had left in his 
houſe to her lodgings on the next morning. 
Accordingly on entering the parlour at tze 
hour of breakfaſt, her trunks were the firſt object "0 
that preſented themſelves to her view. Parkinſon 
was not yet returned from his walk, and curioſity 
to ſee whether ſhe had ſuſtained any loſs, prompt- 
ed her to examine the contents; on lifting up __. 
the lid of the firſt ſhe had unlocked, ſhe ſaw l: 
ing on the top a letter directed to herſelf; the hand. 
writing was Sr Gilbert's; ſhe opened it, and read 
the following words ;— „„ „ 
; £5 35 4 Dear 
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„ Dear Miſs Rachel, | 
*« Once when you did not very well know how to 
open your mind to me by word of mouth, you 
put a letter in a trunk for me to find; now I am 
1n the fame kind of . caſe, and don't very well 
know how to open my mind to you by word of 
mouth: why 1 have done by you as you did by me, 
and I've put a letter in a trunk for you to find. — 
So far, ſo good, for how it came there; and now 
for what it is about :—well, then, the reaſon why, 
is this ;—you know enough of what has happened 
to me in regard to Bet, and my thoughts about her, 
not to want to have them told to you. over again; 
and alſo that I ſaid 1 was reſolved to marry, and 
difinherit her; but I never told you whom I meant 
to have :—now for it, then; upon you my mind is 
ſet; 1 love and like you better than any woman 
breathing, and if you can conſent to be my wife, 
Pl ſettle on you five hundred a year during m 
life; and when 1 die, half my fortune ſhall be 
your's, and the other half our children's. —Now, 
don't anſwer this haſtily, I beſeech you, but pro 
and con it over in your own mind, by yourſelf ; 
and if you can but make my propoſal ſuit your 
liking, you'll make the happieſt man alive of your 
truly reſpectful, and fincerely loving, 5 
| Gilbert Oxmondeley.” 
% P. S. My reſpects to Mr. Parkinſon, if you 
pleaſe.” - | 
: Rachel's ſurpriſe and rifibility were equally ex- 
4 cited by the peruſal of this letter; theſe paſſions, 
however, ſoon abated, and ſhe then immediately fat. 
about compoling a negative anſwer, which ſhe de- 
termined to write in a ſtyle of acknowledgment 
equal to the compliment Sir Gilbert had paid her : 
ſhe -concluded it as Parkinſon entered the appart- 
- ment, and giving both the letters into his hand. 
aſked his opinion of what ſhe had done: at the 
firſt he ſmiled; her anſwer he approved; and it was 
accordingly ſent off to the baronet. Wn 
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Their converſation at breakfaſt ran upon the 
event of the morning; and Parkinſon, inclined to 
pity the man, who had apparently been haraſſed by 
the diſappointment of his miſtaken ideas of happi- 
neſs, into forming views more ridiculous than thoſe 
which had proved fallacious. „ 1 4 
Parkinſon then enquired, © whether Rachel had * 
ſeen the monuments in Weſtminſter- abbey? She 
replied, that ſhe never had, and that ſhe had 
often wiſhed it.” „ We will go thither then this 
| morning,” ſaid Parkinſon; *© 1 have a letter to 
write, which when J have concluded, I will attend 
thee.” - oY e WES Se. 


"CHAP. VI. 
A Walk amongſt the Tombs. _ 


Ar the time appointed they went to the Abbey, 
and Rachel read, with pleaſure, on their monu- 
ments, the names of thoſe men of genius, with 
whom ſhe had often almoſt fancied herſelf acquaint- 
ed, from her intimacy with their works ; and now 
the awful illneſs, ſo ſtriking to every ſtranger on 
entering the receſſes of the Abbey from the buly - 
ſtreets of London, made her even apt, from the 
ſtrength of combined ideas, to conceive herſelf in, © 
company with their ſhades. . 8 
Whilſt viewing the ſtone raiſed to* the memory of 
Pope, ſhe was internally repeating : | oe 


% 


«© Hope, humbly then, with trembling pinions ſoar, 

Wait the great teacher, Death, and God adore ; 3 
What future bliſs he gives not thee to know, „ 
But gives that hope to be thy bleſſing now.. e 
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As ſhe concluded the lines, two young men paſl- 
ed her, to whom her attention was turned by one 
of them exclaiming, Look, Jack, there's the 
mark of interrogation !”—< What, the little 
_ crooked thing that aſks queſtions ? vociferated the 
other. Ay, ſo it is, upon my honor?” And 
they paſſed on, laughing at the remarks which they 
had, themſelves, thought very clever. | 


« How illiberal is it, faid Parkinſon, *< to fin-- 


gle out the flaws of a character, to renew the me- 
mory of the man by ! of the dead in partcular ; it 
is my opinion, if we can ſay nothing in their praiſe, 
that filence 15 their due.” | 

« But Pope had his virtues,” anſwered Rachel. 
That he had, his enemies is the _ proof,” at 
replied Parkinſon. | 
« But he had his friends alſo. | 
| % Some few will diſcern, however the 1 

may ſuffer themſelves to be blinded by prejudice.“ 

“ Would you ſay, that virtue gets us enemies, 
rather than conciliate us friends? N 

Vvour queſtion doth tempt me to return an illib- 
eral anſwer againft the majority of the world,” | 
faid Parkinſon. 

Then you anſwer me in the affirmative ? 
*The majority of the world,” returned Parkin- 
ſon, © is too ill educated not to he ſenſible of envy ; 
the honorable conduct of our actions, which 
we do call virtue, will give him, who doth poſſeſs it, 
a conſcious reſpet, which thoſe who have not the 
fortitude to follow his example in order to acquire, 
cannot bear to ſee him poſſeſs.” 

Paſſing on, they obſerved ſome workmen mea- 
ſuring a vacant ſpace in the wall, and a perſon, 
who appeared their principal, OT” down notes 
upon a paper in his hand. 

Parkinſon inquired, for whom a monument 
was about to be erected 7 — The ſhowman belong- 

ing to the Abbey anſwered, “ that it would be a 


long time before it was \-pigces in the Abbey, but 
| ö it : 


MEN AND MANNERS. = 41 


it was in memory of a baronet juſt dead, one Sir 

Banble Paragon.” ĩ ð⅛ 8 | 
Parkinſon and Rachel exchanged looks, from 

which the man who was conducting them, directly 
gathered, that they were not ſtrangers to the name 

he had juſt mentioned; and he added, If 
you knew the gentleman, ma'am, you will perhaps 
be intereſted to ſee the deſign of the monument in- 
tended to be raiſed to him; Mr. Pebble has it in his 
hand, Pll borrow it for you.? 


1 


On one ſide of the monument ſtood Fame, point- 

ing with her right hand to the inſcription; and hold- 

ing in her left, the trump from which ſhe was con⸗ 
veying Sir Bauble's praiſe to the four corners of the 
wind, which were repreſented on the top of the ſtone 

by four winged heads blowing in different directions; 
on the baſe beneath the ſtone ſtood, on one fide, 
Hope, with the anchor falling from her hand; and 
on the other ſat Charity, with her eyes fixed in me- 
lancholy upon the name of him ſhe bewailed, and 
wringing her hands.  - 7 EE 


< 7 2 — 


The inſcription were as follows : _ | 


As a ſlender tribute 
To the 2 memory 
7 | 0 . 9 , 
Sir Bauble Paragon, Knight; 7 Ws 2 
Deſcended from an illuſtrious line of - progenitors, . 
| Of which he was te 
| | Laſt; | 
Endowed by nature with an excellent underſtanding, 
Which had been ripened by travel and ftudy —_ 

| Into the moſt profound knowledge: 

Inherently gifted, not leſs with the pureſt virtues; _ 

chan the more effential love of their 5 \ 


* 


"Fo 1 — 
practice; + 


The friend of indi gence, the ſcourge of imimorality, =* 
The patron of merit,: he protector of innocence, Th 
The moſt tender of ſons, the moſt worthy of men, 
of NOR Ihe pattern for his ſex, + 15 . 
The moſt revered of beings \ 
| And the beſt: e | 
This monument is erected HE NS TROP. 
By his bewailing and diſconfolate 
Ts. \ KIDWNEr, x 
8 * Th 
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1 Ts it poſſible, cried Rachel, after having re- 
turned the paper into the hands of him from whom. 
ſhe had received it, © that vanity, however. great 
during life, ſhould wiſl' to extend itſelf beyond 
that term; that it ſhould endeavour to ſupport its. 
conſequence, by hypocriſy, even in the grave?“ 


did never think that human vanity, great as 
it is, had been ſo very great, or 1 by ſuch A 
falſe means,” ſaid Parkinſon; „ but what we do 7 


ſee, we muſt believe to be, although we may wiſh 
that our ſenſes did deceive us.“ 


0 | ; | 2 | 6 | 
HAP. VII. 


OF which all who feel the Truth, will not confeſs. 
:  fbey 0s. 5 85 


Ox the following morning, while at breakfaft, 
the maſter of the houſe entered with two new re- 
in his hand, which he offered to Parkinſon 
fer his peruſal. | 5 | 
« I do thank thee, friend, for thy civility,” ſaid 
Parkinſon, ** but I do never read thoſe books.” 
On the bookſeller's leaving the room, Parkinſon 
took a volume of a novel from the table, and began 
reading it ; when he, after ſome time, laid it from 
his hand, Rachel ſaid, 1 did not think, after ſee- 
ing you refuſe a review, that you would have con- 
deſcended to take up a novel.” io fs 
Are the merits of books ſtamped on its out- 
fide?” aſked Parkinſon ; „or did'ſt thou think me 
one of thoſe ſurly readers, who abjure every indi- 
' vidual, becauſe it is of a claſs which holdeth not 
the firſt pre-eminence in literature? 8 55 
N | I thought 


—— 
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a * thought a review would have been more ſuit- 

4] ed to your taſte.” or au ; „ 

4 Jou are miſtaken, then, for I do like to think 

7 for myſelf;—how do I know that thoſe whoſe 

"© thoughts I buy, are either competent to decide on 
3 the merits of the books they do review, or not ac- 

1 tuated in their deciſion by prejudice; and were I 

k | convinced that they were free from what I hear do 

_ make doubts, it is a much more probable than un- 8 


Hkely thing, that our opinions ſhould differ; for 
even the opinions of theſe critics by trade are ſome- 
times directly oppoſite.” | | AN 
„Why then are theſe publications held in ſlo _ 
much eſtimation? ?? | OR 


« Becauſe eyery thing which hath in it a little 

ſhare of myſtery, as theſe books have, by the names 
of their authors being concealed, earrieth with it 
more weight in the world, than any publication 
would do, which did come even decidedly from the 
pen of a character eminent in letters,” 5 

NF Do you not then think them beneficial to ſo- 

1 __ciety ?”? „„ Rs 1 

! To two claſſes I do;—to thoſe who do not 

X chooſe to think for themſelves, or, what is the ſame 

5 thing, who cannot; for every one that hath the 

pf ability, doth chooſe to think for himſelf ;—and to 

4 thoſe, who do receive the profits of their ſale.” _ 

1 Vou are not a critic then yourſelf?“ 7 

44 Parkinſon ſmiled. 55 . 

by « don't mean to aſk whether you write, repli- 

4 ed Rachel. | 3 5 „ CN. | 

3 « Tf thou doſt mean in the world at large,” an- 

4 ſwered Parkinſon, *< I have too little and too much 

2 ſenſe to be one; in a ſtate where nothing is perfect, 

8 it is he who ſeeketh perfection, and not he who fatl- 

a eth to obtain it, chat is the weak- minded man: 

1 | beſides it is ſo much more eaſy to criticiſe, than ei- 
3 ther to do, or to improve what is done; — for eriticiſm 
= 3s rarely amendment: — that to criticiſe, is rather to 


. 
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| ſhow that we do wiſh to be eſteemed judges,. than to 


prove our judgment.” (HET G3 
LI have often ſeen what has given me ſatisfac- 
2 ſeverely cenſured in the reviews, ſaid Ra- 
en... | | 
* It is always my ſyſtem,” replied Parkinſon, 
where I can ſay nothing in favour, not to ſpeak 
in injury; I could not reconcile to my conſcience 
the publiſhing of an opinion, which ſhould, perhaps, 
defeat the ſecond attempt of and induſtrious man 
to gain his ſubſiſtence by his pen ;—advance not to 
me the ſutile apology of there being other trades 
better adapted to his capacity; —each man is himſelf 
the beſt judge of what. he is able to perform ; and, 
if he were not, the apology doth not hold good ;— 
a man who hath loſt a leg, or is by any other means 
a*cripple, canngt work in huſbandry, but. he may 
be able to write; ſay then, that this calamity doth 
not prevent his being a ſhoemaker, a baker, or any 
other manual trade; who hath told us that his left 
hand is not incapable of aſſiſting its fellow, with 
which alone he can write; — or if he doth poſſeſs all 
theſe faculties perfect, that he is not deprived of his 
ght, (for ſuch inſtances have been ſince the days of 
Milton) and compelled to dictate his thoughts for the 
maintenance of a helpleſs family!“ 
_ " Parkinſon returned his eyes to his book, and Ra- 
chel ſat reflecting on his words. bo: Sec] 
About an hour after noon, the door was thrown 
>. = and Sir Gilbert Oxmondeley announced : Ra- 
el immediately eſcaped into her chamber, and 
Parkinſon was left without the option of refuſing to 
ſee the viſitor. „„ 
After the uſual ſalutations, Sir Gilbert began by 
ſaying, „Well, Mr. Parkinſon, I ſuppoſe Miſs 
| Rachel has told you, of what has been paſſing be- 
tween her and me? 3 3 
She hath.“ Ne | 2 
* [ am exceedingly ſorry to find her fo difinclined 
fo my propoſal, I had ſet my heart ſo ſtrongly oo 


* 


#4 
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her being my Lady Oxmondeley !” He ſighed, and 
then added. Do you think her mind is made 
up for good and all, Mr. Parkinſon ?* WT 3 
« Conceive it not any diſreſpect to thyſelf, my re- 
plying that I am certain it is; diſparity of years, 
muſt plead the apology of her abrupt refuſal.” _ 
«© Why, I can't ſay but that I am older than her, 
to be ſure, Mr. Parkinſon; but I would have done 
all in my power to have made her happy.” _ 
A ſhort filence enſued, which Sir Gilbert broke 
by aſking if Miſs Rachel was at home?“ = 
ce She is, anſwered Parkinſon. „ 
« [ ſhould be happy in a few minutes converſation 
with her, ſaid Sir Gilbert. 7) 
Parkinſon replied, that if the further urging of 
his ſuit, was the purport of the diſcourſe he withed 
to hold with her, he thought it more adviſeable for 
him not to ſee her; Sir Gilbert anſwered that it 
really was not; and Rachel was induced, by Parkin- 
ſon's perſuaſions, to give the baronet that conference 
e common good manners entitled him to ex- 
« Well, Miſs Rachel,“ ſaid Sir Gilbert, aſcer a 
few introduQory ſentences had paſſed between them, 


it is always a rule with me, when any thing falls _ 


out croſs, to endeavour to drive it from my head by 


ſomething pleaſant, which was the reaſ@en of my of- 


fering myſelf to you, in conſequence of this un- 
grateful conduct of Bet's ; and now you have thrown. 
cold water on my expectations again, and cut me 
out of my heart's wiſh, I muſt try and find ſome- 
thing elſe to drive away the thought of that.” 
: The baronet pauſed, and Rachel could only bow _ 
in anſwer to what had been ſaid. WE, 
Well then,” he continued, © the long and ſhort | 
of what I wanted to aſk you, is this, can you, mils, 
that know ſomething of the world, and I dare 
ſay a good deal about a great many people in it, re- 
commend me to any body pleaſant and clever for 
a wife?“ 1 | 1 5 | 
All 
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All Parkinſon's natural gravity failed to reſtrain 
his muſcles from relaxing into a ſmile ; and it was. 
not till a pretended cough had diſguiſed Rachel's. 
propenſity to laugh, that ſhe veutured to declare 
herſelf wholly inadequate to the important taſk. 

After ſome further diſcourſe on the ſame topic, 
in which the baronet repeatedly declared, how hap- 


| Py he ſhould be in the advice of Rachel, he depart- 


ed, leaving her not a little delighted by the ealy 
turn his thoughts had taken, and Parkinſon equally 


amuſed, by the idea of a man holding his heart rea- 
dy prepared, to receive an impreſſion from an ob- 


jet, which was to be pointed out to him at the dif- 
creation of a third perſon. | 


Cap. VIII. 


The Tone of a Game 5 Ball. 


P. axINSON and Rachel had now 3 


days in London; and Pelf, whoſe abſence detained 


them in it, was not yet returned; - Parkinſon who 
was, by habit, an early riſer, never broke his faſt 


till a walk, which he uſually extended to fix or ſeven 
miles, had given him a natural appetite for his meal, 
and the retired walks of Hyde Park, were now 


' the ſubſtitutes of his fields and plantations. 


On the morning which commenced the thirteenth 
day of his reſidence in the metropolis, he had, con- 


ſonant with his cuſtom, entered the park an hour 
after day break; the air was thick, and a damp 
miſt was falling, but impregnable to cold from ha- 


bit, he wound his filk handkerchief round his neck 
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and walked on; as ſpots of retirement were always 
preferred by him, he proceeded to thoſe near the ' 
ſerpentine river ; the air, after ſome time began to 

rarify, but it was ſtill too much condenſed by the 
fog, to render obje&s diſcernable, at more than a 
very {hort diſtance ; he had proceeded as far as his 
inclination led him to ramble, and was on the point 
of returning, when a piſtol was fired within a few 
yards of him; he ſtopped, and looked round; the 
report of a ſecond followed it leſs than a minute; 
he ſaw the flaſh, and it enabled him to determine on 
the ſpot whence it had been fired ;—he ſtood ſome 
moments undecided whether to advance or recede, 
and had ſcarcely reſolved on the former, when two 
men, on horſeback, rode furiouſly paſt him; their 
faces he could not accurately diſtinguiſn, but he 
imagined that he had ſome recollection of one of 
them; their ſpeed appeared, to him, a certain in- 
5 dication that evil had been the event of the piſtols 
1 he had juſt heard, and this determined him to haſten 
to a ſpot, where his aſſiſtance might prove accept- 
. 1 e N 
As he advanced, he ſaw a man fitting upon the 
ground, and one who ſtood by him, tying a hand- 
kerchief round his arm; he ſtill proceeded ; their 
backs hitherto had been turned towards him, but 
the one that was ſtanding, turned round his head, 
on hearing the ſound of Parkinſon's ſteps, diſcover- 
1 ed the countenance of Jacob Lamb; Parkinſon ſtop- 
2 ped ſhort in ſurpriſe; — jacob felt confounded and 
8 aſhamed, and as the conſciouſneſs of a firſt error, 
often leads unguardedly into the commiſſion of a 
ſecond for its apology, he ſeemed willing to excuſe 
his fituation by exclaiming, D—n Sir Flat, and 
all that belongs to him.” e 
This exclamation, immediately opened to Jona- 
than Parkinſon a view of all that had paſſed, and he 
advanced in ſilence to the perſon ſitting on the 
ground, who was, as he expected, Alfred Ering- 
ham; and found him fainting through loſs of _ 
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The preſent was a time that required action, and 
Parkinſon did not waſte it in words; with a deep 
figh he unwound the handkerchief from his own, 
neck, and whilft tying it over the bandage which 
Jacob had before bound about the ſhoulder of Al- 
fred, and through which the blood had already forc- | 
ed its way, he bid Jacob fetch ſome water. He 
' Jacob was ſo defirous of doing fomething which 
might be of ſervice, that his anxiety abſorded his 
faculties.—“ He had nothing to put the water in.— 
What ſhould he do?” . he aſked with the tears in 
his eyes. 
„ Didſt thou never drink from thy hat, when a 
boy?“ ſaid Parkinſon in a voice of impatience. 
Jacob now d— d himſelf for a fool, and ran to 
get the water. | T2 
« Give it me,” ſaid Parkinſon to Jacob, when 
he returned, ** and now do go thou and order hither 
a coach.” | 8 ws 
Jacob left his hat, and ran to execute Parkinſon's 
commands. 75 35 ö 
It was ſome time before Alfred opened his eyes; 
they then fixed, with ſurpriſe, on Parkinſon, but he 
did not attempt to ſpeak.—Parkinſon felt diſplea- 
ſure, but the ſtate of him againft whom it was con- 
ceived, checked his giving utterance to his feelings, 
and he endeavoured to ſpeak a few ſentences meant 
to ſooth.— Alfred preſſed his hand in his with a look 
of thanks, and again cloſing his eyes, leaned his 
head upon Parkinſon's fide. | 
Apprehenſion for the ſafety of Alfred, made the 
time appear unuſually long to Parkinſon till Jacob 
returned with the coach ;,—Alfred was lifted into it, 
and Parkinſon and Jacob placed themſelves on his 
either ſide to ſupport him ;—as Parkinſon's lodgings 
were, at that time, nearer than any other place, he. 
could at that moment fix upon, the coachman was 
ordered to proceed thither. | , 
Alfred being conveyed to Parkinſon's bed, a ſur- 


geon was immediately ſent for; —on examination of 
| 5 e 


- * 
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F 


the word, which was a little below: i ſhoulder, a | 


the ſurgeon pronounced a ball to have lodged in the 


part, and immediate extraction to be neceſſary for 4 


the preſervation of his patient's life. 
Rachel was ftill in bed, and Parkinſon hoped ſhe- 
would not riſe till the operation had been performed. 
Half an hour brought back the ſurgeon with his requi- 
fite inſtruments; the groan, which accompanied the 
act of taking out the ball, eſcaped Alfred's lips at the 
moment Rachel was paſſing the door of the chamber, 


in her deſcent from her on; ſhe thought only of 


Parkinſon, and ſtopped to litten, half convinced, 


and half doubtful, whether ſhe had heard aright; ; 


2 ſecond exclamation followed; and, trembling, 
Ho a confuſion of dreadful rome ſhe ſunk 9 
the ſtairs, unable to ſpeak, or move. 
In a few ſeconds, Jacob Lamb came from the 
chamber to fetch ſomething that was required with- 
in it; Jacob ſtarted at ſeeing her; ſhe recovered 
her utterance on perceiving. him, and pronounced 
his name. 
.* For the Lord's fake, Miſs Rachel, 80. down | 
fairs,” ſaid Jacob. 
«© Is Parkinſon ill What is the matter —1 5 
conjure you tell me, the cried. - | 
Parkinſon heard her ier, and came e haſtily from 
the chamber. | 
« Thank, Heaven, 1 ſee you! 1 the exclaimed, 
ſpringing up to meet him the moment he appeared. 
He took the hand ſhe had extended towards him, 
and leading her away by it, ſaid, (Do thou come 
wich me into the parlour. _ 
Who is there?” "ſaid Rachel, pointing: to the 
chamber. Whoſe voice did I hear CHE comes 
Jacob Lamb here? | 
Parkinſon continued filent- till they were in the 
parlour, and then informed her, that the perſon 
whoſe groans ſhe had heard, was Alfred GI 
who had been wounded in 2 duel, | | 
VOL, 111. e e A5 
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As it ever bad been a ſecret to alt bur herſeif, that 


ſhe had ever beheld Alfred with any nearer eſteem 


than that of friendſhip, Parkinſon was not a little 


ſurpriſed, by the deadly paleneſs which overſpread 
Rachel's countenance, and the trembling that ſeized 
her entire frame, immediately on his replying to the 


queſtions ſhe had advanced to him. 
« Be not ſo much alarmed,” ſaid Pakinfn, 95 1 


do not fear his welfare, for the ball hath already 


been extracted.“ 


« But he muſt linger, and he may die,“ exclaim- 
ed Rachel, and burſt into tears —** Who is with 
him?“ ſhe continued, when able to articulate, 
cc who will nurſe him ?—His mother and Emily are 
not here they cannot be here; are they? 

«© No,” anſwered Parkinſon. 

% Then I entreat you to let me be their agent ; 4 
his mother did- not deſert Mr. Morden, when he 
lay on the bed of fickneſs ; of death! and ſhall I 
refuſe a like aſſiſtance to her ſon.” 

Parkinſon remained ſilent, ſtill holding her hand 


in his. 


« I am ſure,” ſaid ſhe, widwdrawing her hand 


- from his graſp, you are too wiſe, to urge the ob- 


jection of that in delicacy, which the world might 


impute to me.“ 
« Tam,” returned he, very conſcious that falſe 


delicacy, have prevented the performance of many 
an act, both of friendſhip and duty; but as the 
world will often blame merit, by putting on its 
deeds the worlt conſtruction, 1 know not whether I 
am authorized to ſuffer one under my protection, to 
fall beneath its ſtigma, though it may be unjuſt.” 
<« You know my real motive; 1 ſhall know it my- 
ſelf, and with a heart like your's to applaud, 
to approve my condutt; tae cenſure ian 
world cannot injure me.? 
Parkinſon was about to reply, when Jacob Lamb 


entered the apartment, begging Parkinſon and Ra- 


chel to compoſe themſelves, for the ſurgeon had aſ- 


"ured him, he hoped _ Altred would do woo. 
7 Well, 
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well, and, added Jacob,“ ba begs he mayn't be di(- 


ttutnubed by any body going into his room at preſent, 
for he has given him a fleeping draught, and wall 
ſtay by him to ſee whether it takes effect.“ 


Rachel immediately ſeated herſelf; and Parkin- 


ſon aſked Jacob to n the cauſe of what had 
happened. 


e know you are angry with Mr. Alfred, for 


; having fought that Sir Flat,“ returned Jacob, © af- 
ter all you ſaid to him, at Hillden, on the ſubject; 
but, indeed, he could not do any other, he could 


not, indeed; fleſh and blood could not bear the pro- 


- vocation that was given him ;—pray don't judge 
| hardly of. him, before you hear the ſtory told.“ 


Do you ſpare comments, then,” ſaid Parkin- | 
fon, << and relate it.” 


I will; but let me juſt go and lien at the 51 
chamber- door, to know whether the ſurgeon wants 


any thing firſt, and I'll be back and tell you all 


about it, in a minute.“ 


Parkinſon nodded his head in 1 compliance with 


Jacob's propoſal, and Jacob left the room, exclaim- 
ing as he went out, Indeed you won't blame him 
when you know all, for no mortal man could bear 
{ach uſage.” 


CAE: IX. 


* 


4 Touch of Sieur 


| W. HEN Te acob Lamb returned to the 3 
he thus began. All is quiet, fo now I can tell 
vou about wht has happened ;—after that morning 8 
work at Hillden, which I am ſure you can't have 
forgod. Mr. Alfred ſaw no more of Sir Flat in the 


\ 
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village, for he left it about an hour after, denoune- 
ing vengeance againſt both him, and old Robſon. 
Nine or ten days after your departure, I can't tell 
exactly which, paſſed on without any uneaſineſs, 
only that Mr. Alfred, for ſome good reaſon, I'll be 
bound to ſay, which he choſe to keep private, re- 
* fuſed that puppy Cranberry admittance into my miſ- 
treſs's houſe, and Miſs Emily was always taking on 
about it, and declaring ſhe had rather be ſhut up in 
a convent at once, than be deprived of agreeable 
company; and for my part, I could not but think 
it would be a good thing if ſhe was, if ſhe liked to 
Have ſuch a fellow as that dangling about her, ra- 
ther than the company that was in the houſe with 
her.“ 
Do not thou break thy ſtory,” ſaid Parkinſon. 
-_ Jacob underſtood the hint, and proceeded.— On 
F the tenth day, I think it was, after you left us, Miſs 
Emily received a parcel by the coach from London; 
ſo when ſhe opened it, it was a roll of prints, caric- 
atures, as your would-be-wags call them, and in 
the middle of them, was a ſlip of paper on which 
was written, that they were ſent as a preſent to Miſs . 
Emily, to furniſh her own and her friend's houſes, 
who might like to have her intended huſband's pic- 
ture.— Well, fir, and ſhall I tell you what - was on 
them??? js 
« Yes, do thou tell ws,” ſaid Parkinſon. | 
“ You were drawn yourſelf,” replied Jacob. | 
« They will not have drawn me as I am,” return- 
ed Parkinſon, * therefore 1 am curious to know 
how I am repreſented.” | 
J beg your pardon, fir,” ſaid Tok FE but I 
think you take the affront too coolly.” 
te Jacob,” replied Parkinſon, do thou believe 
me that the coolneſs, as thou do'ſt call it, with. | 
which I do receive this weak attempt at inſult, is | 
f the ſureſt method of turning upon my flanderers, | 
the angry feelings with which they would inſpire 


me.“ 
1 Jacob 
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Jacob heſitated an inſtant, then ſaid, Miz. 
Rachel was not left out; the daſtardly fellow had 
not man enough about him to forbear affronting 2. 
woman. : | 8 95 

Again Rachel felt the contending paſſions of gra- 
titude and diſpleaſure riſing within her heart, that 
Alfred had again riſked his life for her; but reſo- 
Jute, if poſſible, not to betray her feelings, ſhe 
begged Jacob, in as lively a tone as ſhe could com- 
mand, to let her know what had been ſaid of her. 

« There was not much ſaid, miſs, he returned, 
< the meaning was left to be gueſſed at.—In one 
corner of the picture, or print, or what ever you 
call it, there was an arbour, and in it a man dreſſed 
like a quaker, kiſſing a girl that was fitting by him, 
and her hand was put lily. out behind her, and a 


young man was kifling that, unſeen by the quaker ;: | 


Snom theſe figures were meant for you, and Miſs 
Rachel, and Mr. Alfred; for at the bottom there 
was printed firſt an E, and after that a'daſh; and 
then an L and a D, and then another daſh and an N, 
now that muſt mean Hillden, and then followed, 
Heroes, at full length. e 5 
Parkinſon ſmiled at Jacob's account, then aſked, . 
5 Did this contemptible thing anger Alfred Ering- 
am?“ | e | 
Could it do otherwiſe?” replied Jacob, with 
all the warmth he would have felt if the affront had 
been offered to himſelf; „ it was not fo particularly. 
what I have told you that enraged him though; in 
the back ground there was Mr. Alfred drawn again, 
running away from a piſtol on legs, that, was run- 
ning after him, and a paper coming out. of his 
mouth with, „Help! help,” written on it; now 
could fleth and blood bear that, after what. had hap- 
_ pened ?”? | | 5 . 
Not with its views fixed ſolely on mortality,” 
ſaid Parkinſon. 1 25 
Kachel felt hurt, that Alfred had committed an 
action which drew fo ſevere a reproof from * 


2 
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ſon, and ſighed out, Poor Alfred, I pity him.“ 
| Parkinſon turned to Jacob, and bade him proceed 
In his relation. PE. 
Well, fir, Mr. Alfred and I came up to Lon- 
don, that very day, by the coach; Mr. Alfred was 
convinced that the prints muſt have come from Sir 
Nat, and been engraved by his order, and ſo he de- 
termined to call him to account for .it ;—yeſterday 
we arrived, and took up our abode at a coffee-houſe, - 
from which Mr. Alfred wrote a letter to Sir Flat, 
challenging him to meet him this morning, on the 
accuſation of his being the author of certain prints, 
which he ſufficiently deſcribed. My mafter received 
no anſwer from Sir Flat, and began to be doubtful, 
Whether Sir Flat would meet him on an affair of 
honor a ſecond time, after what had paſſed at their 
firſt meeting; however, at the time fixed, we went 
to the appointed place, and found Sir Flat already 
there; he anfifted on toſſing up for the firſt fire, Mr. 
Alfred got it, but his piſtol was fired without effect; 
Sir Flat, of courſe, had the ſecond ſhot, and you 
know the event of that.“ Joy 
7 Sir Flat,” remarked Parkinſon, © hath here 
again the advantage over the open heart of Alfred; 
doſt thou think he would fo readily have met a man, 
whom his own opinion of honor has already decided 
diſtitute of that quality, if he bad not feared the 
__ Proceſs of law which he knew that man at liberty to 
open againſt him.” | | LES 
It was more than fleſh and blood could bear,” 
Jacob again repeated, and then left the room, not 
much better pleaſed by Parkinſon's remarks on Al- 
fred's conduct, than he before had been by Sir Flar's 
impertinence. 75 
Rachel now began to expreſs anxiety for the ap- 
prehenſions, under which Mrs. Eringham muſt la- 
bour on account of her ſon, and requeſted permiſſi- 
on of Parkinſon to write her the moſt favourable 
account, with which it was allowable to flatter her; 
grevioufly to her writing, however, ſhe conſider- 
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ed that it was neceſſary for her to know, whether 
Mrs. Eringham had been acquainted with Alfred's 
ſudden journey to London, and ſhe accordingly ſum- 
moned back Jacob to inquire. 1 r/o 
lacob returned, and informed her that it was moſt | 
probable Mrs. Eringham had ſurmiſed the reaſon, 

but that Alfred had even entered the London mail 

unknown to her, leaving a letter with Robſon, to 
be delivered to her immediately after his departure, 
in which he had ſtated that buſineſs, of the utmoſt. 
importance, which he would explain to her on his 
return, called him to London for a few days. 

When Jacob retired, Rachel confulted Jonathan 
Parkinſon, on what ſhe ſhould ſay to Mrs. Eringham- 
relative to her ſon; he hefitated not a moment to 
adviſe the truth being laid before her, as, if they 
deceived her for the fake of her preſent comfort, 

they might only hereafter be reduced to the neceſſity 
of more deeply wounding her feelings if any thing 
fatal ſhould occur to Alfred; Rachel, however, not 
leſs in flattery to her own hopes, than the feelings 
of his mother, ſoftened, as much as paſſible, the fate 
= of him ſhe wrote of. | iy 
When the ſurgeon deſcended, he gave favourable 
hopes of his patient's ſpeedy recovery; and Rachel, 
oF who had not yet ſealed her letter, did not fail to add. 
a his opinion as her poſtſcript; he, moreover, defired 
that Alfred might not be diſturbed by the entrance 
of any perſon into his chamber, beſides thoſe wha. 
were abſolutely requiſite to attend upon him; and, 
particularly, that he ſhould not be viſited by any. 
one whoſe appearance might agitate him. 
Rachel heard in ſilence, and reſolved to obe. 
On the ſurgeon's departure, Parkinſon left the 
room, and Rachel ſat reflecting on a ſentence Par- 
kinſon had a few minutes before uttered.— How _ 
$ weak a creature is man, that his nobleſt reſolutions. ' 
7 be overthrown, by the 1gnoble ridicule of this 
% nn ED 1 
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Bat fuch is the frailty of human nature, chat 


the ſneer of a fool, has more power to raiſe its feel- 


ings, than the admonitiens of a wiſe man has te 


o 


reſtrain them. 


CHAP. x. 
AV, ow ; and an Advertiſiment, 


Ix the courſe of the day, Mr. Pelf called upon 
Parkinſon, and having been interrogated, by him, 


who was the perſon that had accompanied Black- 


man to the priſon, on the morning on which he had 
taken away Rachel, and he having ſolemnly de- 
clared that the man was unknown to him, he 
departed. 


Parkinſon immediately ſought Rachel, who had 
particularly requeſted not to ſee Pelf, and informed 


her of the want of ſucceſs which attended his in- 


quiry, after which he ſaid, Our buſineſs in this 


eity is thus concluded.” 


* cannot ſay that I think mine ſo,” replied Ra- 


chel, © though I fear any attempt to diſcover poor 
Miſs Darlington will be vain.“ | 

« My ſearch after the diſcovery of her abode 

"hath been fruitleſs,” returned Parkinſan, “ there- 

for I have not ſpoken to thee of it, but I have been 

uſing my endeavours to find her.” To be ſilently 

- grateful beſt pleaſed Jonathan Parkinſon, thus Ra- 


chel did not anſwer. 


Alfred flept, at irre during the night, 


with greater compoſure than had been expected, 


and his fever, on the following morning, was not 
violent ;—he defired to ſee Parkinſon, and the ſur- 


..geon permitted his requeſt, 


1 
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Whilft Parkinſon was in Alfred's chamber, Jacob = 


Lamb ſtole down, on ſome contrived pretext, into 


the parlour to Rachel, wWho directly indie of him ' 


after Alfred's health. 
_ *« Better, Miſs Rachel, much better,” anſwered 
Jacob, emphatically. ; 
I feared the furgeon flattered us, returned , 
Rachel. | | 
The ſurgeon is but half his doctor, replied 
Jacob, „one ſentence I told him, did him more 


a than all the ſurgeon has done for him; the 


nowing that you pitied him has been his beſt 
phy ſic. 5 - 

Rachel felt confuſed beyond all 13 ee 
to conceal her agitation; the manner in which Ja- 
cob had uttered his laſt ſentence ſeemed to declare, 
that a ſecret ſhe had thought buried in her own 
breaſt was publicly known. 

J hope you are not angry, Miſs Rachel, con- 
tinued Jacob, „that I told Mr. Alfred, vou ſaid 


”% 


yeſterday, you pitied him! 2 


I pity every one who is ill, replied Rachel, 
haſtily, hardly ſenſible what ſhe ſaid, and wiſhing 
rather to ſay any thing herſelf than to give Jacob 
an opportunity of pen 

Who has not, at times, felt a fimilar ſenſation ?. 

He would like dearly to fee you,” rejoined Ja- 


cob, „ but the ſurgeon does not with him to have 


any viſitors yet.” 
ce It is proper to wait his leave,” ſaid Rachel, in 
the ſame manner and tone in which ſhe had ſpoken 


the former ſentence ſhe had uttered. 


J could hardly forbear telling the ſurgeon,” | 


Jacob again began, how much good the fight -o S 


you would do Mr. Alfred.“ 
“ The wiſhes of people who are ill, are often 5 
ceitful, anſwered Rachel; and, ſtarting ſuddenly I 


from her ſeat, left the room. 


She immediately -went to her chamber, 1 f 


the 85 and threw herſelf upon the bed; awretch- - 
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eũneſs ſhe had never before felt equalled, came upon 


her.— Jacob's words had given her conviction of two 


- truths, on which ſke could not bear to reflect; - that 


Alfred Eringham loved her; and that ſhe could not 


hear that love hinted without diſcovering a diſgrace- 


ful, a diſhonorable emotion. —lf the cauſe, of our 


miſery lies in ourſelves, and we have not either the 


power, or fortitude, to remove it, every debate 


within our own minds on the means we ought to 


purſue for deſtroying the ills, only gives it an addi- 


tional ſtrength to torture us; and thus harraſſed, to 


what extravagance do we fly ?—Thus Rachel, too 
perplexed to be wiſe, and too fearful to be delibe- 
rate, fell on her knees, and breathed a ſolemn vow 
that forbad her ever to become the wife of Alfred 
Eringham — Having bound herſelf by the. ſtrongeſt 
tie of religion, ſhe felt comparatively happy, and 


calm; becauſe every certainty is of a more ſerene 
nature, than the poſſibility of inclining to either of 
two oppoſed points.— But then followed reflection on 


the | certainty ſhe had juſt fixed to herſelf — 
Donbts began to riſe, which whiſpered that ſhe 
might have placed an irremoveable bar between her- 
ſelt and happinefs:;—Many poſſibilities now ſtarted 
up to view of her becoming the wife of Alfred, 
without impropriety to herſelf or him.— Half repent- 
ant, half decided on approving of what ſhe had 
done, ſhe traverſed her chamber in a ſtate of irre- 
ſolute thought, that made her forget the world, wo 
ſummoned to attend Parkinſon to dinner. 

He perceived her agitation, and inquired its 


cauſe ; ſhe endeavoured to rally her feelings, and 


fucceeded 'fo far as to ſilence his queſtions, though 
not his furprite. 
Pagng the evening, Rachel, with the utmoſt dif- 


 ficulty, ſupported herſelf before Parkinſon,. and, on 


retiring to reſt, the ſuffered her tears to relieve her 


heart from iis ſtifled load of anguiſh. 


The next morning Alfred's wound was end 
and, in conſequence of the Pain it occaſioned 155 
10 
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nis Giver was higher than on the former day. | 
Rachel roſe with a head-ache, and flow fever, 
which ſhe determined, if ſhe was able, to conceal ; 
and wiſhing, as much as poſſible, to avoid the pene- 
trating obſervation of Parkinſon, ſhe went dowh 
after breakfaſt, into the public library. | 
She took up the newſpaper of the day, and, after 
_ caſting her eyes over ſeveral paragraphs, her wonder 
was not a little excited by an advertiſement in near- 
ly the following words.—*< To the nobility and gen- 
try. A young lady, between nineteen and twenty 
vears of age, who is perſuaded, from many circum- 
ſtances which ſhe does not think it conſiſtent” to re- 
veal in a public paper, that ſhe is not the child of 
thoſe who hath hitherto paſſed for her parents, but 
the offspring of ſome perſon of real fathion ; being 
extremely deſirous of a reſtoration to her true rel 
tives, entreats, that if any father or mother of the 
rank ſhe has deſcribed, were ever deprived of a 
child whoſe age would be that above mentioned, 
and wiſh to ſee it reſtored to their parental care, from 
the cruel viciſſitudes of life, that they would apply 
to Mrs. B—, at Staytown, —lhire, where the young, 
lady, in queſtion, now reſides.” © * 
Notwithſtanding the lowneſs of her ſoitits, Rachel 
could not forbear exerting rather more than a ſmile, / 
at the ſtrange import of theſe lines, which ſne con- 
cluded to be the trick of a deſigning perſon, inſti- 
gated by the hope of placing a Taughter 3 in ſome fa. 
mily to whom the loſs of a child, as therein deſcrib- 7 
ed, might have occurred. * 
She found herſelf unable to read long, or to fix 
ker thoughts upon what ſhe did peruſe; thus return- 
ed to her appartment, and growing ſtill more un- 
well towards the evening, ſhe was Wan to con- 


ſeſs herſelf ill, and retire to bed. 
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' CHAP. XI. 


-_ 


\ . News from Hillden. 


Tus two ſuccellive days Rachel continued ſo un- 
well, as to be obliged to keep her bed; on the third, 
ſhe was. ſufficiently recovered to be able to fit np, 
but not to leave her chamber.—Alfred, whoſe health 

had before been rapidly improving, was now in- a 
woyrſe ſtate than he vad yet been; he had requeſted 
to ſee Rachel, and having been permitted by the 
ſurgeon to receive viſitors, it was neceſſary to in- 
form him of the reaſon, that prevented her from 
viſiting him: — this Jacob found means of imparting 
to Rachel, who having now. argued herſelf into the 
- reſolution of believing, that what ſhe had done, had 
but been what it become her to do; and that being 
once done, ſhe had nothing farther to fear from the 
attentions of Alfred; as now to receive them, or 
even to notice that ſhe underſtood them, would be to 
act in oppoſition to the ftrongeſt tie of duty; ſhe 
promiſed to viſit him on the following day. no, 

In the afternoon, . Parkinion came to Rachel's 
chamber, and informed her that Mrs. Eringham was 
arrived, and then with her fon : —a few minutes af- 

ter Jacob rapped at the door, and having received 
leave of admiſſion, announced his miſtreſs, and Par- 

kinſon ſaying he would go and fit with Alred, whilſt 
Mrs. Eringham was with Rachel, left the chamber, 
as ſhe entered it. 5 
Mrs. Eringham's ſpirits appeared much more de- 
preſſed, than Rachel had expected to find them, in 
conſequence of the favourable account of her ſon, 


--which Parkinſon had two days before written to her; 
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and 3 as ſhe herſelf declared that ſhe had 
found Alfred recovered much beyond her expecta- 
tions. 
After half an hout's converſation had paſſed be- 
| tween them, Mrs. Eringham's reſtleſs agitation, ſo 
+ different to the uſual placidity of her temper, in- 
| duced Rachel to ſay— Pardon my inquiſitiveneſa, 
Madam, and anſwer me or not, as you ſhall judge 
. beſt :—1 fear you have ſome further cauſe of anxie- 
ty, than the one known to me?“ 
ce It is anxiety on account of my fon,” ſhe replied, 
- © that makes me leſs cheerful than you have been 
. accuſtomed to ſee me.” 
«« But,“ ſaid Rachel, the Wired declares him 
far removed from danger.” _ 
Alt is not that I .apprehend any thing from his 
- wound.” —She ſighed, heſitated, then continued, 
* you have, I dare ſay, wondered that I did not 
arrive here before? 
Rachel acknowledged the truth of this ſuppoſition. 
« bring with me a piece of intelligence,” re- 
joined Mrs. Eringham, © which I -muft very ſoon 


break to my ſon, leſt he ſhould hear it from any other 


tongue leſs tender than my own, in giving him the 
information; and particularly in his preſent weak 
ſtate, I have much apprehenſion for the event, when 
. he learns it:“ —ſhe pauſed, then aſked Rachel, 
* © Have you heard from Emily Morden, ſince you 
left Hillden'?” _ | 
e No, I have not,” anſwered Rachel. 
« I thought ſhe knew you too honourable to be- 
2 the confident of ſo un principled, ſo foolih an 
action.“ | 
& Good Heavens Madam! what has the 
„ | . 
« Eloped with Mr. Cranberry P | 
Rachel. trembled at every joint, and grew red and 
pale by turns; Mrs. Eringham, -whoſe thoughts 
were too much wrapped in what ſhe was ſaying, to 
ine her emotion, chus went on: —6 When 1 ſp: 
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ceived your letter, informing me that Alfred had 
met Sir Flat, relative to the caricatures ſent to Emi- 
ly, I read it to her, without ſeeming moved by what 
had befallen him; ſhe ſaid, Alfred is vaſtly fond 
of Rachel, to ſend two challenges in her behalf; in 
my opinion, there are other people it would better 
become him to be thinking about, than Rachel.“ I 
chid her for her unjuſt ſuſpicion, and explained to 
her, that his own character had been attacked, and 
that he had fought in its defence: — ſhe did not an- 
{wer me, and I thougnt her convinced. She left my 
houſe that very evening, at duſk, under pretence of 
Walking to ſee her brother Eugene, was met by 
Cranberry, at the end of the village, where a poſt- 
chaiſe was in waiting, which they both entered; and, 
I have fince heard nothing of her; only this account 
from Tom Smith, who ſaw them get into the chaiſe, 
and knew Cranberry, but did not immediately re- 
cognize Emily; this has delayed my coming hither, 
as I could not ſee my fon without informing him of 
what was paſt: and as I feared to give him the infor- 
mation, till all danger from his wound was removed.“ 
Mrs. Eringham remained filent, and Rachel was 
too buſy in thought to comment in ſpeech, on what 
ſhe had juſt "ea ; 1 on 
Their matual reverie was broken by Mrs. Ering- 
ham, who ſ{aid, © adviſe me, my dear Rachel, how 
I ſhall make the neceſſary diſcovery to my ſon.” 
Indeed you are the beſt judge,” replied Rachel. 
« Don't convert what 1 aſk ſincerely, into a com- 
pliment, by leaving the deciſion ultimately with me; 
do ſay ſomething in the way of advice; any one's 
opinion is ſo much preferable to our own, on a point 
which perplexes and diſtreſſes. “.. 8 
If you were to write the account,” —ſtammered 
out Rachel. FVV 
« And ſend it to Alfred, do you mean?” aſked 
Mrs. Eringham, continuing the ſentence which 
Rachel had left unfiniſhed, | 
"3 Yep”... © 


- 
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e But, in that caſe, he will have no one with him 
to ſupport him in the firſt ſnock. I am fo terrified, 
fo apprehenfive.—Oh, Rachel! he loved Emily the 
firſt moment he beheld her; conceive then, what the 
feelings of a man muſt be, who, placing his future 
happineþ ſolely in the power of one woman, finds, 
at an unexpected moment, all his views ſubverted, 
and the raſhneſs of that very woman—the cauſe,” 
Rachel felt the cauſe applicable to herſelf; a ſtifle- 
ing ſickneſs came upon her, ſhe leant forward to 


2 
—_— 


take the ſalts from the table, and, in the action, fell 
fainting from her chair. ; % | oa 
Mrs. Eringham, with ſome difficulty, recovered 
her, and when ſhe ſaw her ſufficiently revived, ſaid, 
« How are you thus agitated, Rachel?” _ _ 
« | have been ſometime unwell, and 
Mrs. Eringham, interrupted her, your preſent - 
illneſs, my love, I plainly perceive, is not bodily, 
but mental; fear not to open your heart to me; % 
know you have my ſecrecy, and may command my 
confolation and afſiſtance: had Cranberry made the 
impreſſion on your heart, Which he vaunted himſelf 
to have done?“ | . 5 
„Cranberry? no, no, Madam! oh, no, no, 
replied Rachel, with an emphafſis that could not leave 
a ſuſpicion of a doubt on the truth of what ſhe had ſaid. 
Mrs. Eringham fixed her eyes in ſilence on Rachel; 
the glow of confuſion overſpread her cheek, and 
wiping away a tear with her handkerchief, whilſt ſhe 
hid with it her face, conſcious of its treachery to her 
Heart, ſhe ſaid, © Pray leave me, I am very melan- 
choly company for you, whoſe ſpirits require to he 
enlivened ; | will rally myſelf, and endeavour to be 
a better companion an hour hence: — I am weak 
from my late illneſs.” * „ „ 
«« I fear I have talked with you too long,” repli- 
ed Mrs. Eringham; I was  inconfiderate; you 
ſhould have warned me: —adieu, till by and by; 
and ſhe immediataly left the chamber, inwardly con- 
vznced, that Rachel's emotion had betrayed a 3 
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than common intereſt An the fate of her ſon; and 
anxiouily deſiring thayhe might conſider her as the 
ſubſtance of happineſs, left him, for the ſhadow that 
had paſſed away. 

Mrs. Eringham's opinion of Emily Morden, and 
Rachel, had originally been formed from obſerva- 
tions on their conduct and words; Alfred's on their 
vivacity and perſonal beauty; in which latter, Emily 
outſhown Rachel, as the bold poppy doſt the modeſt 
roſe bud, to the eye of an obſerver, who decides at 
the. firſt glance: Alfred had privately. ſwerved from 
his opinion, and Mrs. Eringham had conſtrained her- 
ſelf to behave towards Emily, as the intended wife 
of her ſon; ſtill Rachel had, in reality, poſſeſſed 
the greater regard of both, though Alfred, from mo- 
tives of delicacy towards Emily, and Mrs. Ering- 
ham, from a fimilar feeling towards her ſon, had al- 
ways been mutually. ſilent on the 6 1068 


char. XII, 
8 00d for Conjecture. 


'O; the firſt favourable opportunity, Mrs. Ering- 
ham imparted to her ſon the intelligence ſhe had ſo 


much feared to diſcover to him, and her ſurpriſe was 

not a little excited to hear him exclaim, Thank 

heaven! ! thank heaven!“ 

Conceiving his tranſport muſt be the effect of vio- 
_ lent grief, and anger combined, ſhe beſought him 

to be calm, and attend to reaſon. | 

„ lmpoſlible!”” he cried; my imagination pre- 


ſents to me too 0 pleaſing a proſpect of * for 
me 


* 


0 3 ö ; 
me to view it calmly ; my bliſs ſo far exceeds the 
bounds of reaſonable expectation, that I cannot re- 
ſtrain my feelings: — Oh, madam ! have you not 
perceived that my affections have wandered ?—that' 
I have ſeen the weakneſs of my firſt choice ?—that T 
have diſcovered the mind of an angel in Rachel?“ 
„ Alfred!“ exclaimed Mrs, Eringham, are 
theſe indeed your real ſentiments ?*? = 5 
« You cannot believe me, he replied, * becauſe 
I have endeavoured, nay, perhaps, have ſucceeded, 
In concealing them; but I am grateful to accident 
for its aſſiſtance in a point, where my own agency 
might have been diſcreditable.— The world is not 
willing to allow it poſſible for a lover to diſcover 

_ faults in his miſtreſs, and if they do believe it ſo, 
they think it a greater point of honor for them to be 
reciprocally miſerable in marriage, than mutually 

happy in a diſſolution of engagement” * + _ 
__ «©. You make me inconceivably happy in this de- 
.claration,” returned Mrs. Eringham, and if I 
_ feared not to drive you into too great an extacy, I 
would venture to tell you—". | | | | 

„That Rachel thinks favourably of me!“ ex- 

claimed Alfred, interrupting his mother, “is it poſ- 
ſible that I am ſo very fortunate?” : 
can only tell you that ſhe heard of Emily's F 
elopement with a very viſible emotion. „ 
And when I firſt received my wound,” replied | 
Alfred, * the told Jacob that ſhe pitied me.” 

The letter alſo, which ihe wrote to me, explain- 
ing what had happened to you, was dictated by the _ 
_ niceſt feelings, and tendereſt anxiety for your well= 
fare; I thought it then only the effect of friendſhip ” | 

towards me, as Emily had been ſo long your. intend- = 
ed wife, and Cranberry ſo much talked of, as the | 
admirer of Rachel.“ „„ . 

Alfred ſtarted, “ and is it not poſſible, he cried, 

that her intereſt in my fate, after 1 had received 

this wound, was merely friendſhip ? and her emoti- 

ons, on hearing the flight of Emily Morden, her 

khan, | e Wo, knw ledge 
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knowledge of who was her companion ?—Diſcover 
this doubtful, this painful point, on which all my 
happineſs depends, or you ſee me more wretched, 
than I was in the idea of being Emily's huſband.” 

Then ſet your heart at reſt; my ſuſpicions were 

the ſame as your's, but Rachel has, herſelf, remov- 
ed them, by declaring Cranberry an object of per- 
fect indifference to her.“ 3 | 
“Then I am happy again; the compoſition of 
Rachel is too pure, for her heart and tongue to falſi- 
fy each other.—I have not ſeen her fince my ren- 
contre with Sir Flat, but ſhe has promifed to viſit 

me to-morrow morning.” 

Let me entreat you to conduct yourſelf with 
diſcreation, whatever your future intentions may be, 
and how much ſoever you may have reaſon to ſup- 
poſe ſhe regards you with partiality; yet there is a 
delicacy ariſing from the peculiarity of both your ſi- 

' tations, which requires for the preſent, that you 
ſhould confine yourſelf to polite attentions ; which 
L need not inſtruct one of your feelings how to mark, 
without rendering them offenſive, by their being 
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everſtrained.” Eh. | 
l ſee the neceſſity of complying with the pleaſ- 
ing difficulty,” replied Alfred, ſmiling. © 


The ſurgeon now entered the apartment, and 
Alfred inquired when he might.be allowed to travel; 
to which demand he received in anſwer, that if the 
favourable ſymptoms which now attended his wound, 
continued to increaſe, he might, in a week, ſet out 
on his journey to Hillden, without danger; this aſ- 
ſurance was not a little ſatisfactory to Alfred, as he 
felt an unaccountable ſuperſtitious pleaſure and ſecu- 
_— rity, in the attempt of winning Reaches heart, a- 
rs midſt thoſe ſcenes where they had, together, paſſed 
=: ſo many happy days. 5 
Rachel performed her promiſe of viſiting Alfred, 
and, to her great ſatisfaction, Mrs. Eringham and 
| Jonathan Parkinſon being both prelent, general ſub- 
jects, only, were the topics of their diſcourſe. * « 
85 ; 8 e 
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Two days after the arrival of Mrs. Eringham, 
Sir Gilbert came on a morning viſit to Rachel, who 
being now ſufficiently, recovered in health, (her feel- 
ings ſhe exerted firength to conceal) to leave her 
chamber; happened, when he was announced, to 
be alone in the dining-room, and thus it became her 
taſk to give him the heads of the affair between Sir 
Flat and Alfred, and its conſequence, of which event 
he, as yet, knew nothing. 9 
Parkinſon, in a few minutes, joined them, and 
Sir Gilbert then ſaid, that he was come to propoſe 
a ſcheme to them, for their all going down into the 
country together; he was going to Fairford, and if 
they would fix on the time, as a week or two, ſoon- 
er or later, was of no conſequence to him, he would 
take them to Hillden in his coach, by which means 
they might have the pleaſure of one another's com- 
pany, for he thought travelling was always mighty 
dull, without ſomebody to talk to.“ | 5 
Parkinſon received his offer with the good humour 
in which it had been conveyed ; but judging it more 
prudent to evade it, leſt the Baronet ſhould renew 
his hopes of Rachel, if ſhe accepted from him any 
civility of ſo public a nature; he replied, that he 
had promiſed to travel uf company with Mrs. Ering- 
ham and her ſon, and conſequently muſt adhere to 
his engagement. Nati e 
Sir Gilbert then inquired when they intended ſet- 
ting out, and Parkinſon having told him, that they 
expected Alfred would be able to travel in the begin- 
ning of the following week, the baronet ſaid he 
thought he ſhould be in the country himſelf, in leſs 
than a fortnight, and added, © that he hoped they 
would often come and ſee him, for he was 4 
lone man as they knew, but he hoped he ſhould not 
live out the vear ſo; time made vaſt alterations, and 
W them he was on the ſharp look out for a 
Wife % Wes: | Eh. 8 I 
© I wiſh you ſucceſs in the attainment of your 
wiſh, fir,” ſaid Rachel, 8 N 
| wg e And 
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« And I. happineſs after thou haſt attained it, 
added Parkinſon. F 

Sir Gilbert conceived the words literally, and an- 
ſwered, „thank you, Mr. Parkinſon, thank you; 
I hope 1 ſhall be happy, and try the experiment I 
will I am not like ſome of your old men that fay, 
Oh 1 ſhall marry by-and-bye, ; and by - and-bye never 
comes at all; like the old ſign- poſt they talk of, 
with «© Come here to-morrow, and you ſhall have 
ale for nothing*” upon it, and to-morrow never 


comes I ſay to-day, to-day, and I'Il ſtick to my 
ſaying, and ſo good morning to you, and good bye to 


you, Miſs Rachel, till we meet at Hillden.” 

In the evening, the repreſentation of one of 
Shakeſpeare's moſt eſteemed pieces induced Parkin- 
fon to viſit the theatre, he invited Mrs. Eringham 


and Rachel to be of the party, but they excuſed 
.. themſelves, and paſſed the hours in Alfred's cham- 


ber; Rachel knew bim to be fond of picquet, and 
propoſed the game, he readily agreed to her propoſi- 
tion, and uſed his arm, for the firſt time, and with 
little pain ;—Alfred was all love, Rachel all friend- 
ſnip Alfred had determined not to ſpeak on the ſub- 
ject neareſt to his heart, and . obeyed the reſolution, 


- propriety had taught him to form; but his thoughts 


could admit no other ſubject; thus all he ſpoke was. 
of his game, and anſwers to queſtions propoſed to. 
him by his mother and Rachel; yet all his actions, 


and the few. words he did utter, evidently reſulted 
from a heart overflowing with happineſs. 


Parkinſon had ſaid that he ſhould not ſtay to ſee 
the after-piece, but return home immediately after 
the play, and Mrs. Eringham and Rachel had pro- 
miſed to wait ſupper for him; accordingly, when 
Alfred, to whom an early hour was recommended, 
was about to retire to bed, they deſcended into the 
dining-room; eleven o'clock came, and to their ſur- 


priſe, Parkinſon was not returned; they concluded, - 


though it was very rarely the caſe with him, that he 


might have changed his reſolution with regard to his 


time 
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time of lin the theatre; twelve o'clock aca; 
and they now every minute expected to ſee him en- 
ter the room, but he came not; Rachel grew alarm-. 
ed, ſo did Mrs. Eringham, but ſhe endeavoured to 
hide her anxiety, and ſupport the ſpirits of Ra- 
chel; one o'clock ſounded, and unpromiſing as the 
plan appeared, Rachel rang the bell, in order to ſend 
Jacob to the theatre in ſearch of him; the door 
opened, and inſtead of Jacob, 9 F 
himſelf. | 
* Parkinſon!” cried Rachel, © I am very glad 
you are come home, it is ſo late... 

«© Yes, it is late,” he anſwered. | | 

«© We have been quite alarmed,” faid Mrs. Ering- 
ham, * leſt any accident ſhould have happened to 
you. "2 

* Itis later even than I did imagine, Parkinſon 
replied, looking at his watch. Why did ye wait 
ſupper for me ?” he added, ſeeing the cloth ſpread, 
and no appearance of the table having been uſed. 

ou ſaid you ſhould come home after the play,” 
anſwered Rachel. 

* Yes, I did ſay I ſhould, 7 returned Parkinſon, 
forcing a ſmile. 

«© But you changed your mind,” aid Mrs. Brink 
ham, „and if you were entertained, all is well, 
ſince you are ſafe at home at laſt.” 

No reply was made, and they ſat down to 
Nabe, 

Parkinſon eat little, and the anxious eye of Ra- 
chel, beheld him viſibly diſcompoſed.— Mrs. Ering- 
ham aſked ſome queſtions relative to the evening's 
amuſement, and Parkinſon merely anſwered them, 

Without rejoining in the converſation. 
Immediately on the cloth being removed, the 
ladies retired to their chambers, Rachel perplexed 
do diſcover a cauſe for Parkinſon's late return and 
- agitation; and yet not conſidering herſelf authoriſ- 


ed to aſk an explanation of Fenn in which 
ſhe 


. 
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ſhe felt intereſt, only from her wiſh to lee him to | 
whom they related, happy. 

When they met at breakfaſt, Parkinſon addreſſed 
Mrs. Eringham, by ſaying, „was the ſurgeon here 
Yeſterday in the evening after I did go out? ?“ 

She anſwered in the affirmative. 

« Did he ſtill think that Alfred would be able to 
travel on Tueſday next:?“ 

«« He thought it beyond all doubt that he would.” 

This is Saturday; we have then yet three days 

to paſs in this city, and J have ſome unforeſeen buſi- 
neſs to tranſact, which requireth my preſence, thus 
I ſhall, perhaps, be from home all, or the greater 
part of this day do not let my abſence delay your 
meals ; ;. this is the reaſon for which 1 do mention, 
that it is uncertain when I ſhall return.“ 
e Is your buſineſsſin the city?“ Rachel ventured 
to aſk, hoping ſhe might learn ſomething to leſſen 
her anxiety on Parkinſon's account, which ſhe could 
not ſubdue, though ſhe could not account to herſelf, 
why ſhe entertained it. 

« [tis with many different people,” he Ga”, 
* and conſequently diſperſed about ;** he roſe, took 
up his hat and ſtick, and, bidding them farewel, 
left the room. 

In the evening he einc apparently more com- 
poſed; at leaſt the ſerenity of his countenance, de- 
fied even the ſcrutinizing eye of Rachel, to 95 
nounce that his heart was ill at reſt. | 

On the Sunday he walked with Mrs. Eringham 
and Rachel in the park, and left them only to pay 
a farewel viſit to Sir Gilbert. 

The day, previous to their departure, been arrived, 
Parkinſon went out in the morning to conclude, as 

he told them, the buſineſs which called him from 
them the whole of the Saturday; and whilſt Mrs. 
Eringham was packing up, Rachel was left alone 
with Alfred, who had moved into the dining-room, 
as a preparatory ſtep to the commencement of his 

ee on the following Gaye 
They 
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They had not been many minutes together before 
the news- paper was brought to Alfred; on receivin 
it, he ſaid, Now for the news; I ſuppoſe we — UW 

find, married at Gretnagreen, Edward Cranberry, 
 Efquire, to Miſs Emily Morden ITE do you 
think of it!“ | 

% That T hope they may be happy,” | | anſwered 
Rachel. 
. You think the hazard they run in each other, 
then, deſerves a reward for its boldneſs ? 

« I think ita great hazard, whether thoſe, whoſe 
diſpoſitions are changeable, meet app in * 
plan they embrace. 

Alfred felt a momentary confuſion, then ſaid, 
« Second ge” are beſt, CY, to the pro- 


- VELO, 


«© Have you faith in old ſayings?“ aſked Rachel. 


The triteneſs of a moral,” replied Alfred, is, 


in my opinion, a proof of its truth.“ 
Kgut fact often contradicts thoſe old leffons. 8 

« Why, then, we can only ſay, that fact and pro- 
verbs have family diſputes, but fact is undoubtedly 
their father,” 

& don't diſpute their afinity, only I won't allow 
an elder ſon to have his noſe put out of joint, by the 
child you have adopted.“ 

«« I ſtick to—ſecond thoughts are beſt; what d | 

you pit againſt him?“ 
Look, before you leap.” 

Alfred did not feel himſelf able to parry this 
blow, without beginning an explanation, for which 
he was neither fully prepared, nor thought himſelf 
quite right, at that moment, to do; thus avoided 
| farther diſcourſe by reading the Caper aloud, _ 


V 
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. An Enigma. 


* 


Ar the appointed hour they left London; Par- 
kinſon rode with Alfred the firit ſtage, which having 
ſeen him bear much better than he expected, he re- 
queſted to have Rachel for his companion during the 
ſecond, and, of courſe, Mrs. Eringham took his 
ace. 
5 On being alone with Rachel, he thus addrefled 
her: „Rachel, thou muſt have perceived that my 
mind hath, for the laſt few days, been occupied on 
an affair which I have not explained to thee ; I am 
not now going to tell thee what it is: only, as I do 
think that thou feeleſt intereſt in my happineſs, I will 
ſay to thee this much for thy quiet's fake; thou 
needeſt not be under trouble on my account; do not 
thou queſtion me, but ſet thou thy heart at reſt.” 
This. addreſs was ſo unexpected, that Rachel 
remained hlent, becauſe ſhe knew not how to an- 
os 
- Parkinſon continued thus: I do return now to 
Hillden only for a day and two nights, to give ſome 
orders relative to the management of my affairs at 
home to Eugene Morden; I ſhall then leave thee 
for ſome time,” moſt probably for two months, in the 
courſe of which thou wilt not hear from me.“ 
For fo long a time,? ſaid Rachel, hardly 
knowing what ſhe uttered. 
elt may be for twice that time it is poflible - 
even that I may be abſent the half of a year.” 


Rachel! fighed. 
Ever ſince the death of Charles Morden,” 


Parkinſon went on, * I have conſidered thee ſolely 
| | mine 
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mine; do thou tell me then, ere we part, what it 
is in my power to do for thee towards conſtituting 
thy happineſs in my abſence from Hillden ;—where 
wilt thou beſt like to refide,—in the houſe of the 
widow Eringham ?” / . 3 
Her ſon is an objection to it, in the eye of 
world.” | 7 oF - 
There is the ſame objection to thy making my 
Houſe thy abode ;—ſhall I furniſh for thee, with 
the moveables of my houſe, any - cottage in 
CVVT To” 
* No,” replied Rachel, my choice, if you do 
not object to it, is, to hire the two rooms which 
Tom Smith lets as lodgings ; I ſhall there be well at- 
tended to; they will be my own, and enough for 
8 | e | 
ee Thon ſhalt have chem? . 1 
Parkinſon then preſſed Rachel to accept ſome 
bank- notes, but ſhe declined his offer, having the 
legacy left her by Mr. Morden ſtill untouched. 
Parkinſon afterwards remained filent, or ſpoke on- 
ly at intervals on different fabje&s 5 and Rachel, 
forbidden to queſtion, could only have "recourſe to 
thought, which refuſed to furniſh any ſolution of 
the riddle with which Parkinſon had preſented her. 


Where they dined, Parkinſon mentioned, in ge- | 


neral terms, his intended abſence from Hillden, and 
Mrs. Eringham immediately invited Rachel to 
paſs the time in her houſe, to which requeſt Par- 
 Einſfon, fortunately for Rachel, anſwering that Mrs. 
Smith's had been determined upon as her abode, the 
invitation was not repeated. 5 | 

On the Wedneſday evening they arrived in Hill- 
den, Alfred very little fatigued by the journey; 
Rachel paſſed the night at Parkinſon's ; and imme- 
diate information of her intention having been given 
to Mrs. Smith, the rooms were prepared for her re- 
ception, and the took poſſeſſion of them on the ſuc- 
ceeding afternoon, 1 „ 
vol. 11 » Eugene 
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Eugene attended her home, and their conyerſati- | 
on turned upon Parkinſon's departure, of which 
Eugene made extremely light, ſaying, that he poſ- 


ſeſſed eſtates, to a conſiderable amount, in York- _ 


ſhire, the rents of which he had often much difficulty 
in collecting, and ſuppoſed that he was, of courſe, 
going thither, though he might have ſome reaſon 
for concealing his intention. 

Having bade Rachel farewell, and, which was 

not uſual with him, embraced her at parting, Jon- 
athan Parkinſon left Hillden on the following day in 
the London mail. 
The window of Rachel's apartment fronted the 
church-yard, and as ſhe looked towards it, ſhe-per- 
ceived that a plain ſtone, ſpecifying the age of 
Mr. 3 hg and the day of his death, had been 
raiſed at one end of the grave. — Here lay virtue, 
without a line to ſpeak its fame; ſhe could not but 
contraſtit, in her mind, with the grave of vice deck- 
ed with a falſe eulogium “ Iis not on earth our 
real worth,” ſhe cried, that gives us fame when 
we are gone, bnt our ability to purchaſe others in- 
to writing it. The Biſhop, the Dean, and the Rec- 
tor, too often buy monumental fame in barter for 
thoſe benefices, which they call free gifts ; and when 
their lives have been paſſed in diſcontented traffic, 
to increaſe the good —— they already ſo bountiful- 
ly enjoyed, they die with every virtue cut upon 
their monumental ſtone; while as often the poor 
curate, who has only taught his flock the way to 
Heaven, dies without a ſingle word of praiſe; be- 
was By d 3 to give but bene of bliſs 
eternal. 
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CHAP. xv. 


herein 4 girl of 3 cotrives to ame ber 
_ Hours without: Sc 


As WEEK elapſed after Fs departure of Parkin. 
fon, without any material occurrence, except that 
Rachel ſaw Alfred flattering himſelf that he was 
making rapid advances towards her heart, whilſt ſhe 
felt miſerable in his giving her an aH of 
contradicting his hopes. 

It was one evening, about this time, that Eugene 

coming to viſit Rachel, as he frequently did, fads. 
on entering, © I have juſt received a letter from 
Jonathan Parkinſon.” | 
Indeed !” exclaimed Rachel, eagerly, « Whas 
are its contents? 
All relative to his eſtate here, in Hillden; eX= 
' cept that he ſays. it is the only one I ſhall receive 
from him, before his return home; and requeſting 
me, ina poſtſeript, to tell you, that a Miſs Darling 
ton has received his aſſiſtance to paſs over to a con- 
vent in Flanders. 

« Kind, generous man,” cried Rackel, cc he and 
her diſtreſſes have then occupied a part of his 
thoughts, amidſt his own concerns; and he has be- 
come the friend to her, I had pledged myſelf to be. 

Eugene inquired who Miſs Darlington was, and 
1 the explained it to him. 
Mrs. Eringham coming into the apartment, be- 
fore Eugene left it, was informed by him of the 
wellfare of Parkinſon; ſhe then ſaid, A friend 
of mine, in the law department, writes me from 
London, that Jonathan Parkinſon has taken his paſ- 
lage on board an American ſhip, and is going in 


D2 I purſuit | 
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purſuit of Blackman ; at leaſt, by the deſcription 
my friend gives "of the perſon, the hope of finding 

whom inſtigates him to the voyage, 1 think it can 
be no other.” 

% And all this on my account,” exclaimed Ra- 
chel, „who am nothing to him, but a dependant, 
forced: upon his bounty by chance! I cannot ſuffer 
him to undergo the fatigue, if my prayers can diſ- 
ſuade him from it :—for heaven's ſake, Eugene, tell 
me his addreſs in London, that I may write to him 
before it iss too late, and try if my entreaties can 

rſuade him to relinquiſh this idea.“ 

c He refuſed to let me know it,” returned Eugene, 
< and expreſsly told me that he ſhould not be in his 
uſual ledgings.” | 
Heaven reward him, and grant him the ſub- 
ſtance of my prayers for him !” ſaid Rachel. 

The hour was late, and Mrs. Eringham, who had 
called upon Rachel, merely to give her the intelli- 
ence which had that day reached her, ſoon return- 
ed home, as did Eugene; and Rachel, left alone, 
had recourſe to her pen, to divert her thoughts from 
' ewelling too forcibly on ſubjects of melancholy re- 

Bret, and wrote the following tale =: - 


7 


'THE SORCERESS. 


A 8 maid, of ruſtic birth, 
| - Caliſta was her name, 
In lute and ſong had learnt t excel, | 
And gain'd a modeſt fame. 


Amidſt the village maids ſo fair, 
All hall'd<Califta queen 
Of their Arcadian ſports, and wiles, 
Held nightly on the green: 


For when the dance, wich mazy twine, 
The youths and maids had led, | 
'To pleaſe them with her voice, and hand, 


The * Caliſta ſped, 
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And though, is turns, the PPAR to 115 
The youths obtain'd her hand; 


Damon alone her glowing heart, 
To breathe love's flame, had fann'd, 


* 


Of art and guile, they nothing knew, 

The maid her love confeſs'd; - | 

And, gazing on Caliſta's charms, | / 
The youth was all but bleſt. | 5 


But here, in liſe, there's nothing a 9 | 
Nothing undone, ſecure; | 

A ſudden ſhade may black the flame, f 2 | 

That burns moſt chaſte and pure. | | 


. 


Within the village where they dwelt, +: [ 

A forcereſs held her court; 5 3 1 
And friendly hitherto ſhe'd been, 4 
Uſing her art in ſporrt. 


Soon makes a friend a foe; 
= whence we bleflings moſt expect, 


ö 

Biß love, that diſtppointment 3 5 1 0 
0 ' N | | 

Derives our only woe. | 


t i 


Romilla long had ſtudy'd 3 0 

And with her heart at reſt, s | 

8 She laugh'd the paſſion into ſcorn, = 

| ©. '?*D'was childrens? play at beſt.” | 
Yet, ah! ſhe found, in ſpite of art, „ I One 

That love. could reaſon ſway | 5 

The god into her heart had crept, t „ 

And open'd paſhon' s way. N | 


Her throbbing breaſt began to fill, 
And gaſp with thirſt of air; 

She ſearch'd the cauſe, and ſoon ſhe foun] 
Vnconſcious Damon there. 


\ 


Twixt right and love, a conteſt ſtrong, 
Within that breaſt was held; jog 88 MG | 
But ſoon victor ous Love was left . 0 4 
The maſter of the field? * Eos 1 | 


And. knowing art alone could give >. 
\ Lov'd Damon-to her arms, 


„ba 


* 

- 

1 3 * 

2 0 _ 5 g 

! 1 N & * 
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Sbe took. a form of humble " 
But ue on Circe's charms. 


She by'a her next unto the ſpot - 
Where Damon fed his flock ; 
And laid her down befide > fount, 
That ſprang from out the rock. 


Hither, at noon, to drink the firearm, 
HFis goats did Damon bring ; 
And found diſguis'd Romilla there, 


Nigh fainting by the ſpring. 


c Oh; gentle ſhepherd !* ſoft ſhe ery d. 5 
«© Lend me thy timely aid ; : 


Fatigue and hunger do conſpire 
To cloud me wa death' s ſhade.” 


He brought her water in his cup, 
And rais'd it to her head; 


He op'd the wallet bz his fide, 
And gave her of his bread. 


She thank'd him in a tone of plaint, 
And rais'd her from the ground ; ; 
c Alas!” then ſaid, ©* now cans't thou tell 


Where labour may be found?“ 


ec For I muſt ſeek it; hard my lot! 
Nor friend, nor love, have 1 
And if I fail to gain employ, 


In poverty I die.” 


From off her n Siren tears 
She then did ſeem to wipe; 
While Damon Bas d, and felt his heart, 
In pity's virtue, ripe. 


4. Come thou with me, fair maid,” he fait 
And I will take thee where, 
Till thou cans't find a flock to tend, 
A maid ſhall give thee care,” 


*« Ah thanks are poor, and wiſhes nought, 
Return'd for gen'rous deeds ; 
Vet take my fervent. pray rs, ihe 145 
1 him who virtue ſpeeds. 
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To fair Califta's- cot they go, a , 9 
And find the maid alone z; | 
When Damon tells the ſtranger's tale, 
And aſſes Califfa's. boon; ME. 


To let her there that night repoſe, _ ve - 
And give her tender care: „ | 
- Caliſta hears, and pities one 15 | 
So wretched, and ſo fair. ; . 


The morn s lacceifire ey firub,. 
And ev'ry flow'r bloom'd gay; EN 

While whiſtling birds proclaim'd, with j joys. Eg OEM 
Caliſta's wedding days 


| Within a ſacred: bow'r was WY Go 
Upon a hallow'd'ground, _ 
By virgins' hands, an altar — 
With thyme and roſes bou 


1 hither the youth with raptrous alu 
N 3 Led the conſenting maid; 0 
And there the knot of love was da, | 
25 Hymen's homage paid. ; 


| The day, in feſtive ſports, was par, | = 
In innocence and bliſs,  ' | x | 4 
By all but Romilla; her laugh | ' 
Conceal'd the ſerpent's hiſs: „ 1 


r 


— 


= 
— 
— 
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And 8 at night, the dance was ve, 8 
Caiiſta's form ſhe tools, . 

And gave the maid, in Damon's eyes, 
The ſhape ſhe had forſook. | 


Now Damon eager ſnatch'd her hand, ä = 
And to his cottage. led; „ „ 
Romilla each careſs return d, 5 4A 
: Oe her arts had ſped. 5 2 1 


But ſcarce the door had Damon cord, . 8 1 
When, ſwift, Caliſta came; | ? | | 
And thus in frantic terms upbraids | 5 
Her cheated lover's ſhame. EL 


66 Ah, Damon! cruel, art thou falſe? - 


Doſt thou Caliſta ſcorn? 15 
Was 


O > 
8 — — 
* 


Od, ſtab me! drown me ! from thy hand, 


o "Sar when the fon began bis courſe,. ; 
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Was it for this thou takes ber here? 


"Why was 1 ever born? 


4 Oh! could'ft 8 not have gone from hence: N 


This mockery have ſpar'd ? 
Have told me that I was thy hate ? 
Then with another Nd g 


* 5 triumph thus to tear 
A too fond woman's breaſt; 


In pity give me reſt,” 


When Dae heard a voice 8 ſgeak, 


He turn'd around to view 


Her whom he held ; Caliſta faw,. 


Nor * his ſenſe untrue, 


<c »Tis but the voice of one in ſport,” 
Romilla quick did ſayz/ 


« And, hark! it now has cons again, 


The ſpeaker's gone away. 


The heedleſs Damon gave no thought, 
Save to Caliſta's charms; 

And ſunk, deluded by her arts, 
Into Romilla's arms. | 


Ard wak'd him with his ray; 
Caliſta was not by his fide, 
Alone young Damon lay. 


He ruſt'd.to find her; when, fad tale ! ; 


Without the cottage door 
Caliſta lay, aſleep in death, 
Her pangs and pleaſures o'er, 


A phrenzy ſeiz'd his fever'd brain, 
Diſtractedly he flew, | 
And from the rock, above the brook. | 

is hated life he threw. 


One grave contains them; and their hearts 
Now meet beneath one ftone; 


-Befide the which, Romilla fits, 


At eve, and makes her moan 


Her 
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Her conſtant and repentant moan, 
g For love's ungovern'd ſway; 
Curſing a life, ſne cannot end, 
More bitter] y each d. 


CHAP. XVc- 
Love, Henor, ane, Obedience. : 


WI HEN Mrs. 1 and Alfred 1 called up- 
on Rachel, as was uſual with them, on the follows. 
ing day, ſhe ſhowed them her little performance. 
Mrs. Eringham declared herſelf pleaſed with it, and. - 
Alfred was in raptures, before he had Tweedy look- 
ed over a ſtanza. 

„ expected theſe comphments.”. aid, Rachel, 
« but I am not flattered by them; I think thoſe 


miſtaken, who extol performances they: ſee through 


the medium of friendſhip, and which the world at 
large, viewing OT that of IRS would. . 
deſpiſe.” 

« You are right in your fact, but not in your 
argument, replied Alfred; c friendſhip extols 
the works of thoſe it regards, becauſe it ſees them 


with a ſympathetic pleatiers;: the world condemns, 5 
becauſe it envies.' 


« am glad you have turned this ſubject from 


me,” cried Rachel, ſmiling. 


« How have I done that?” aſked Alfred. 

« By the introduction of envy,” ſhe tie "Us 
6e feel myſelf of two little conſequence: for that 
to apply to me; and the ſubject being become ge- 


neral, I ſhall enjoy a debate.” 


And I ſhan't be able to ſay one word towards 


keeping it up; I have loſt all the intereſt I felt in 


93” 2 


\ 
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i: now yon have barred partiality.” He took the 
paper in his hand, and having read in it ſome mo- 
ments, ſaid, Now 1 lack at it again, I am very 
much inclined to quartel with it — true love de- 
ſerves the only reward it values, and with you it 
meets puniſhment.” _ 

155 It ſhews the invalidity of kninan expeRati- 
ons. 

Ir Arcadia,” replied Alfred, with emphaſis. . 
8 = It is a truth in every county,” anſwered Ra- 
*C 

«© The next time you write,” exclaimed Alfred, 
Cc draw your ſubje& from experience, and your tale | 
will have a happier concluſion.”? | 
3 replied Rachel, ſmiling, I have done 

writing, it is your turn now.“ | 
Ihe muſe. that bids meqvrſte, muſt inſpire me 
then,“ ſaid he. 
. © Your heſitation to acquieſe, is no great com- 
-pliment to her powers,” obſerved Mrs Eringham. 

7 Immediate. compliance then ſhall ſeal my par- 
don.“ He moved to the table on which the inkſtand 
Food, and placed himſelf before it. 

— 8 White you are poetiſing, ſaid Mrs. Eringham, 
1 3 ſhall go and tranſat ſome bufineſs in the vil- 
lage: I expect ſomething very fine. at my return :” 
| 85 left the room. 

Oh, mute, eo whom my vows are paid, Al- 
fred began, fixing bis eyes on, Rachel, and Ropping 
-when he had finiſhed the line. | 

« Proceed,” ſhe ſaid. 

% Oh, Rachel!“ returned Alfred, and 4 fighed. 
Does the muſe refuſe inſpiration ?” 

% No; the gives it to a degree, that ſuſpends 
every faculty but admiration;“ he roſe, and took 
her hand.—Oh, Rachel, is the confeſſion of my 
tongue requiſite to tell you, that my heart is your's 
alone, and ever?“ 

Rachel had foreſeen the declaration ſhe bad to ex- 
;peR, and having kept herſelf prepared to meet — 
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ſhe retained her compoſure with comparative firm- 
neſs, but could not reply. 
e Happieſt of moments!” Alfred continued, 
cc when Emily gave me the means of declaring, 
with honour to myſelf, in the eye of the world, that 
Rachel was the woman who alone poſſeſſed my af- 
feRions, and whom alone I ſhould glory to call 
mine! | = Fl 
<<. In friendſhip ever,” ſhe replied, c never your's 
in love, ſhe would haye ſaid ; the word died 
on her tongue, and ſhe repeated, with emphaſis, 
_ «6 never, never“! | . 480 
Alfred heard, and his countenance underwent ſo 
ſudden and ſtriking a change, from hope and plea- 
ſure, to ſurpriſe and miſery, that Rachel trembled 
for the event of the declaration, which ſhe now 
blamed: herſelf for having ſo raſhly made. 8 
«« God of heaven!“ exclaimed Alfred, after a 
momentary pauſe of aſtoniſument, were thoſe the 
words of Rachel ?— Oh, tell me that my ſenſes de - 
Z; ²² (d 
Why this ſurpriſe?“ aſked Rachel, endeavour- - 
ing to ſpeak collectedly. 3 _ 
Ohg, Rachel, have I not long ſince told you my 
opinion of Emily, my determination of not conneCt- 
ing my fate with her's ?” | OY 2 
« Ves; but was I from thence to infer, that you _ 
had formed a wiſh to,unite it with mine??? 
| Did not my eyes ſpeak the extatic hope?” 
{ Did mine ever favour the expeRtation ? - 
| « 1] have ſo much wiſhed your inclination. to meet 
mine, that I have often flattered myſelf they did.” 
I am glad, then, to have this opportunity gi- 
ven me, for requeſting of you that thoſe hopes may 
ceaſe, as they never will be realized.” _ 3 
Lou deteſt me, then; and juſtly, for my blind- 
neſs in having hitherto overlooked you, ſor an un- 
worthier obje&t.—What greater proof of my con- | 
triteneſs can I offer, than to acknowledge I have - 
_ linged againſt perfection, and repent my crime ol | 
| | Ns. ts ” «c [<] 
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* To ſay nothing of the poſſibility of a ſecond 

repentance, there is one obſtacle beyond my Power | 
to remove, which forbids our unton. _ 

FThen you deſpiſe me?” 

. cc . Why this mference ?” . 

« Becauſe there is no obſtacle inf ermountable ts 
love.” | 
Could you place FER in a woman, who ſhould i 
violate a duty in giving you her hand ?” | 
Alfred hefitated a moment, but his argament muſt 
be ſupported, or his cauſe loſt, and he anſwered, 
* Who but can applaud the woman he loves, for 

acting towards the promotion of his happineſs ?” 

« You once alked me, if it were poſſible for a 
man to be happy in a woman without a mind :—Do 
you recollect the e * 

e : . 

Rachel went to a drawer, and i Gar it the 
letter of the late Mr. Morden, which contained the 
imjunction laid on her by her parents not to marry 3 

me put tt into Alfred's hand, and defired him to read 
it: when ſhe perceived him to have concluded it, 
ſhe ſaid, ©* Will you now think ſo ill of me as to aſk 
my hand, when the very act of giving it to you,, 
muſt render me an object of contempt in your eyes? 
Lou have repented one engagement, becauſe you 
diſcovered the woman, who was bound in it with 
vou, to be without a mind; that mind, which I ſhall 
call a ſmall portion of common ſenſe, you tell me 
you imagine me to poſſeſs, by the offer you have 
juſt made me; and on the preſumption of my poſ- 
ſeſſing it, you have made that offer; — can you then 
deſire me to loſe my own good opinion, and the 
very quality for which you profeſs to eſteem me, in 
the very moment T-ought the more highly to prize 
it, as a hold upon your eſteem ?—Reflet, and you - 
cannot wiſh to couple ſuch contradictions.” ? 
« Unfeeling monſters !” exclaimed Alfred, < they 
caſt you defolate upon the worid, and forbid you a 


* 3 but they cannot deny Tu the * 


* 
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of another's heart, however they may ficel their 


own into forgetting you.“ 
« Alfred, ſaid Rachel, wihidomotion,” cc * if my 


parents ſeem guilty, they may notbe ſo; and though 


I have never known them, I feel an inward impulle, 


that forbids me to liſten to _ aſperhon thrown on 
them.“ Se 


I beg your pardon, u, cried Alfoed $4 if" 6 


have cauſed you a momentary feeling, the reverſe 


of happineſs, impute it to N earneſt deſire of W | 


welfare. 

| ce If you really defire re 11 never ſpeak again to 
me on the-ſubjet we have now been diſcufling.” 

I cannot diſmiſs it, without your anſwer to 


 one- queſtion [ ee: propoſe an I be 2 e es By 


ther? 
9 60 Can 1 prove that you are not 22, replied Ka. 


chel. 


" You evade my queſtion; you do not anſwer 


it.—I can prove that you are not my ſiſter; my 
mother never had any child but myſelf, and ſhe 1 18 
here to aſſert the truth in my behalf. 

F Ibe injuction made to me, leaves me open no 
caſualities for its evaſion.“ 


« Oh, Rachel!” exclaimed Alfred, J have felt 
deſpair, but I never knew how keen the ſting of 
ſettled miſery is, till now.” He claſped his Range, 8255 


and ruſhed from the apartment. 
Rachel's heart was eaſed from a load, of which 
ſhe had long wiſhed to unburden it, and, thus far, 


| the was comparatively happy; but feetings of a 


tenderer nature, than the cold command of honour, 


which had ſupported her through the foregoing 
ſcene, followed, and unable to ſuppreſs her e | 


- ran to hide them in her chamber. 

When ſufficiently recovered to return to the par- 
Jour] ſhe met Mrs. Eringham in the paſlage, and 
they together entered the room.—* The poet's 

gone, I fee,” ſaid Mrs. Eringham, but 1 muſt 

He a peep at 18 verſes; 3 are theſe them band, 


3 ; 5 


n 


4 
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2s the ſpoke, ſhe took from the table the letter which 

{till lay open upon it. "F 
05, ne, ſaid Rachel, haſtily, «that is—" 
Mrs. Eringham laid it down again. ö 
A momentary ſilence enfued ; Rachel ned 4 

then ſaid, You may read it—l wiſh you to read 


it, as you will doubtleſs, hear its ans; but 
play, madam, ſpare all comments“. | 


Rachel turned to the window ; Mrs. Rein gham . 
read, and felt as a mother, then ſaid, Has Al- 
fred ſeen :? ſhe heſitated. 

% Yes,” anſwered Rachel, ſcarcely able to arti- 
f eulate through her ſuppreſſed tears; and ſnatching 
up the letter, ran again to her chamber to give vent 
to the overflowings of her heart. | 

Mrs. Eringham did not attempt to follow her, 
| > * home wiſhing, yet. — to meet 

re | 
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| 7 he Ai of — Babs, wut, ie Men, 


WW uns Mrs. Eringham called an on ** 


chel, which ſhe did not do till the. ſecond « ay after 


her laſt viſit, they met, as might be expeRed, with 
emotion on both ſides; but Mrs. Eringham per- 
ceived Rachel ſettled into a compoſure, which ſhe 


conſidered not at all in favour of the petition ſhe. 


meant to ur 
Kachel, reſolute in ſoſtaining the part the had 
marked out for herſelf to act, inquired for Alfred 


* Too 
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5 4e Too unhappy tobe well,” replied Mrs. Eri 
ham. 


= — 


«© Was he too al to walk with you py. 
% Do.you think he can ſo ſoon forget— 2,7 faid 


Mrs. oben, and ſtopped. 


& think he has very ſoon forgotten his wonted | 


.viſits of friendſhip,” returned Rachel. 
« You know the Eruggle of dane, feelings 
like his.” 


Rachel ſighed; VIrs. Eringham continued: « He 


declares he never can bring himſelf to ſee you, un- 

leſs you will make him one promiſe ; — my dear 
Rachel, let me entreat you to reflect on what he 
aſks, to endeavour to grant his prayer; -yeur re- 
fuſal will drive him to agony to madneſs : pro- 
miſe to be his, when you have diſeoveretl. your pa- 


rents, and their ſearch will become his immediate 


- buſineſs.” 
-- 65 os. madam, the promiſe cannot be made; 
for if made, it will never-be performed.” 

« Then it is death to Alfred to ſee yon. * 


< I hope, when the poſſibility of ſeeing me ends, 


time may wean his regards from me 1 ſhall, in a 
very ſhort time, leave this kingdom.“ 

«« What do you mean, Rachel?“ 

« To go into a convent in Flanders, till my pa- 
rents ſhall claim me; at all events, till Jonathan 
Parkinſon ſhall return to England.. 

% For heaven's ſake do — think of this plan. 05 


«© ] have decided from eo and lin not 


eaſily change my intention.” 


„Let me entreat you to reflect again 1 wet ; 


make me the bearer of theſe tidings to Alfred.” 
« As he has determined not to ſee me, E or can 
eaſily conceal my intention from kim, Jl 8 I am 
ne. 8 3 1 
Is this your with, Rachel po» | 
My wiſh is for hippineſs, as far as | Ican pro- 
mote it, without an infringement on my own duty.” 
Lou cannot hate him, then?” 
0 « Cerainly 


> 
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4. Cenainly: not; I efteem di, e 
„ Then what forbids you to make the promiſe, 
on which his miſery, or happineſs, depends?“ 
ce J am not bound to explain my — but be 
aſſured that I have one.” 
Mrs. Eringam ſhortly after 1 not uch 
leſs unhappy than her ſon, and blaming herſelf for 
having been the firſt to raiſe his hope into expecta- 
tion, of obtaining Rachel's hand. 
Eugene frequently viſited Rachel, and heard, of 
courſe, from her, the tranſactions of the forgoing 
days; but, not ſuppoſing Alfred to be the man, for 


whom ſhe had formerly declared to him ſhe enter- 


tained a prepoſſeſſion, he did not renew his own ſuit, 
though he heard, with rather a ſelfiſh pleaſure, her 


intention of ſecluding herſelf, for a while, from the 


world. 
One evening, as they were e walking together i in 


che village, as they paſſed the Roſe and Crown, a 


poſt- chaiſe ſtopped before it, and from it alighted 


Mrs. Hutchinbunck. 


Eugene immediately went up to hee, and addreſ- 


ſed her by name; Mrs. Hutchinbunck poured forth 


a volley of condolence, on the death of his father; 
and then turning to Rachel, ſaid, If I am not 
miſtaken, miſs, you are the young lady that was in 
the coach with me, when that man behaved fo un- 
mannerly with his pig.— How do you. do, mils ?*? 
«« I hope you are well, madam?” returned Ra- 
chel ; “I muſt apologize for not recollecting you, 
when we travelled together.” 
„ Why, pray, miſs, begging pardon for my bad 


memory, where did we ever meet before?“ 


„ Yau. have ſeen Rachel Ellis at my father's,” 


ſaid Eugene, 


Lord bleſs me! and are you- the little girl that 


was, that I always thought ſo clever, for aſking me 
whether I was ſea-iick in coming from Hollan py 


Kachel 1 in the affirmative. 
Mes, 


Ke 


MEN AND MANNERS. 3g. 


Mrs. Hutchinbunck then aſked for John and Emi- 
ly; to- which. queſtions, - evaſive anſwers. having 
been given, ſhe requeſted them to ſtgp into the inn 
with her, <* for ſhe had a tale to tell them about 
Richard; that would make their hair ſtand on end.” 
They followed her into a room, and ſhe thus 
began :—** That chaiſe now brought me from my 
couſin Barnaby's, where, you know, I ſaid I wass 
going, for ſix weeks, on a viſit; well, and what 
do you think is the reaſon I am come away already; 
—why, when we firſt went to the village where my 
couſin lives, he had let one of his barns to a ſet of 
ſtrolling players; ſo, of courſe,. we all went to the 
play the firſt night I arrived at my. couſin's, which- 
happened to be the laſt of their performing, and 
Richard, who had never before ſeen any acting, 
came home, more like one dictracted, than a perſon 
in his pröper ſenſes .. 8 
„% From what cauſe, ma'am ??? aſked Rachel k 
from whom Mrs. Hutchinbunck ſeemed to demand 
on queſtion, by pauſing, and fixing her eyes upon 
„ That's the very queſtion I aſked' him myſelf; 
and what do you think he anſwered me ?—The fire 
of eloquence that burnt up his tongue—or ſome-' ' 
thing very like it; and, after that, nothing would 
ſatisfy him but ſpeaking ſpeeches out of play-books, 
and ſtamping about in the. barn, where he had ſeen 
the play and now, Mr. Modern (turning to Eu- 
gene), would you believe it, he has actually run 
away from me, without ſo much ſaid as with your: _ 
leave, or by your leave, and joined himſelf with a 
ſet of ſtrollers ; and what's more, I ſhould: never 
have know what's become of him, if he had not. 
the audacity to write me this letter, which I re- 
ceived from him yeſterday.” $6 3 
Eugene took the letter from her hand, and read 
it aloud, as ſhe requeſted “ Honoured parent ! 
As the canvas receives animation from the ſkilful _ 
finger of the artiſt, ſo do the words of the _ 
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from the tongue of their fpeak er :—The excellence ce 
of the painter will ſpeak for itfelf ; that of the poet 
is not fo obvious to lefler minds, unleſs elueidated 


by an emphatic pronunciation reſulting from a diſ- 
cerning mind. To ſerve in this juſt cauſe of. thoſe 


deceaſed-poets, for whom Fame will never ceaſe to 
blow her brazen trump, I leave you; that as far as 
the Gods have willed me powers, I may tend to en- 
lighten whatever paſſages in them may be obſcure, 
by my wellemphafized dition. — You, who, Fear 
{pardon my ſuppoſition), have not been ſo liberally 


gifted with the ability for comprehending this my 


argument, as myſelf (for which I am becomingly 
thankful), who advance it, may, perhaps, regret 
the entrance of this great idea into my thoughts; 1 
can only Jament the tardy foot with. which it hath 


adyanced into my ſeat of knowledge: — It was. 
the. blaſphemy uttered againſt our immortal bard, 


by him who profeſſed to ſpeak the Thane of Caw- 
dor, in the barn of your coufin, which impelled me 
to give him the juſtice required from an andiror lefs. 


criminally diſpoſed. to his memory.— I could here 


explain to you the paſſages in which he ſinned, but 
that 1 fear you would not read my explanations with 


the ardour [ſhould write them; let me then content 


myſelf with. adding, that I hope time or accident 

will never cauſe you to diſbelieve that Lam your 
dutiful and affectionate ſon, | 

5 « Richard Hutchinbunck. “ 

% P. S. pleaſe to direct for me by my own name, 
at the theatre, Haytown, — hire” 

« Well, Mr. Morden what do you think?“ cried: 

Mrs. Hutchingbunck: when Eugene had concluded 


the letter. x 


« This letter,” he replied, . does not ſurpriſe | 


me ſo much as it does you; it is evidently a com- 


poſition not unnatural to a man who has acquired 


knowledge from ſtudy, and who has never looked 


into the world to convince himſelf what part of that 
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Pm are he has heard me ſay enough about 
keeping up to one's ſtation, for him to have known 
it muſt be a diſgrace to him to turn player; — but 
his frolic is jan over, I ſhall be with him in a day or 
two, and Þll open his eyes, by a road through his 
ears, I warrant him. II ſhall take him to Holland 

with me,” continued ſhe, after a ſhort pauſe ; «« I 
ſhall never dare to leave him in England when I ame 
out of it, for fear he fliould return to his tricks.” 

„Are you going back to Holland, ma'am "= 
aſked Rachel: - 

% Oh, yes, miſs, I am going deck Ai un 
ſoon as I have found that boy my poor dead huf- 
band left ſeveral weighty concerns in the hands of a 
perſon, who was his book-keeper, and from whom 
I can get no ſatisfactory account; that I am reſolyved 
to go and ſettle them myfelf, and then return to 
England I have 'enough to live Ry | 

upon, I aſſure you, miſs.” “ | 

„When do you leave Hillden, ma'am?” 

_« 'To-morrow morning, miſs.” e 

? « Will you give me the pleaſure of your com- 
pany. at breakfaſt, before you ſet off? ? 

The invitation was willingly accepted, and in 2 
| few minutes* time Rachel motioned to Eugene to 
depart; he complied with her ſignal,” and they 
wiſhed Mrs. Futohinbunok a good-might, __ 
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1 ?? ſaid Rachel, immedicely on click. 
leaving the inn, it is but an ill compliment to afk 
advice after our reſolution is fixed; I will, there- 
fore, not call what J am going to ſay to you by 
that name——Suppoſe, as I have determined on 
going into a convent in Flanders, and know no one 
to whom I can canfide myſelf. in the intended jour- 
 _ ney—ſuppoſe I. were to croſs over into Holland 5 

with Mrs. Hutchinbunck?“ 

Do you think Mrs. Hutchinbunck an eligible 
companion?” 
„There are certain conveniences to be confider- 
| ed in the choice of companions, in caſes of this 
kind, which thoſe who would overlook Mrs. Hutch- 
inbunck, might, in the end, wiſh they had given 
attention to, in preference to the refinement of the 
perſon with whom they were to travel; Mrs. Hutch- 
inbunck has ſeen a good deal of the world in that 
"ſphere, which is moſt uſeful in life, as well as moſt . 
inſtructive to thoſe who have their own path to trace 
through it ;—her manners are kind, though not 
poliſhed ; ſhe knows Holland, and I doubt not when 
I am arrived there, as it is not far diſtant from Flan- 
ders, will put me into ſome method of reaching the 

end of my journey without inconvenience.” 

Eugene coincided in opinion with Rachel ; and, 
after ſome farther converſation on the ſame ſubject, 
he parted from her at the door of her lodgings, pro- 
miſing to meet Mrs. Hutchinbunck on the following 
morning at breakfaſt, when Rachel intended to open 
to her, her wiſh of becoming the compamon of her 


voyage. : 
| | Mrs. 
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rs. Hutchinbunck arrived at the appointed 


time, and, after a little converſation on general 


topics, Rachel laid before her the idea which had 
taken poſſeſſion of her mind; Mrs. Hutchinbunck 
readily agreed to take the whole charge of her ſafe 
conduct to Holland upon herſelf, and promiſed, when 


arrived there, that ſhe would find her a proper com? 


panion, with whom to purſue the remainder of her 
journey, not forgetting to tell her of the wonderful 
ſights ſne would behold in her poor dear Holland. 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck deſigned to embark at Har- 
1 wich for Holland; Rachel, therefore, conſidering 


the diſtance from Hillden to Harwich, ' ſhe deemed 


it more expedient for her to leave Hillden imme- 
diately with Mrs. Hutchinbunck, than either to go 
alone to Harwich, and meet her there, or to ſuffer 
her companion to return again to Hillden from Hay- 
town, for the ſole purpoſe of joining her; accord- 

ingly, having aſked Mrs. Hutchinbunck to defer 
ſetting off till the next morning, to-which ſhe rea- 
dily agreed, Rachel immediately began packing up 
ſuch things as ſhe meant to take with her to the 
continent. . id 
What clothes ſhe determined upon carrying with 


her were contained in a large portmanteau, in the 


middle of which ſhe carefully depoſited her notes in 
a pocket- book, keeping out twenty guineas for pre- 
ſent uſe. ee | 
Hier packing being finiſhed, and evening coming 
on, it became neceſſary to determine on a point 
Which had been agitated in her mind throughout the 
whole of the day; it was, whether the ſhould call 
upon Mrs. Eringham to bid farewel to her and Al- 


fred: — ſne conſidered again and again: — the point 
on which that conſideration turned, was a ſecret 


doomed to lie for ever buried in her own boſom,.— 
thus ſhe could aſk advice of no one how to act; 
at length ſhe reſolved, that, as ſhe had, the preced- 
ing morning, upbraided Alfred to Mrs. Eringham 
with having ſo ſoon forgotten his viſits of friend- 


ſhip, _ 


* 
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ſhip-ſhe muſt call upon them before ſhe left Hilden; 


or have the ſame reflection ſhe had made on him 
returned upon herſelf; accordingly, accompanied 


by Eugene, ſhe went to their houſe : Mrs. Ering - 
ham alone was at home, Alfred had ſtrolled out with 
The rumour of the village had ſpared. Rachel the 
pains of explaining the cauſe of her viſit, and as Mrs. 
Eringham had ſeemed to expect a farewel viſit from 
Rachel, ſhe could not help conjecturing that it was 
to avoid her, that Alfred had walked out. 
Mrs. Eringham took her apart and again produced 
every argument ſhe could adviſe, for inducing Ra- 
chel either to favour the addreſſes of her ſon, or 
declare her reaſon for ſo peremptorily refuſing, as a 


huſband, one whem ſhe avowed. herſelf to eſteem as 


Aa reſpected friend. Rachel could only, as before, 
rather evade her queſtions, than anſwer them; and, 
at parting, drop a tear, which thoſe ſtealing down 
the cheeks of Mrs, Eringham challenged from her 


eye. | by 8 
On her way home, Eugene entering a cottage, 
whoſe owner he wanted to engage to work in Par- 
Einſon's gardens on the following day, Rachel, whoſe 
ſpirits were not in a ſtate to bear the farewels of the 


villagers, by whom ſhe was mueh and deſfervedly 


beloved, walked ſlowly forward; and, as ſhe turned 
à corner of the road near which Tom Smith's houſe 
- Rood, Alfred coming with a haſty ſtep from the op- 

poſite direction burſt full upon her. 

The light of the evening was juſt ſaflicient to 
recognize him by; ſhe ſtopped, he ſtarted, and was 
paſling by her; Alfred, ſhe ſaid, he ſtopped alſo; 
-a moment's filence enſued ;—** Oh, Rachel, Ra- 
chel!“ he then replied in a voiee, ſcarcely audible ;* 
2 ſigh followed the exclamation; and in a firmer 
tone added, ©* Have you ſeen my mother to night 2?” 

„„ | 5 | 
% And do you leave England?“ 
« Ido.” 


« Heaven 


% 


: | 
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. xc Heaven! Heaven bleſs you every where,” he 
<ried in a voice choaked by contending feelings, and 
darting acroſs the road, vaniſhed in a moment from 
her Gang. 5 „ 8 5 
Rachel ſtood immoveable, and before her bewy- 
dered thoughts became ſufficiently collected to admit 
reflection on the occurrence of the laſt moment, 
Eugene had joined her; and he having either not 
ſeen Alfred leave her, or not chooſing to notice 
that he had obſerved him, they reached Tom Smith's 
enn ͤ 1 5 
They found Mrs. Hutchinbunck in a little garden, 
by the fide of the houſe, waiting for their return, 
and join her in her ſaunter, till Mrs. Smith ſum- 
moned them to ſupper; after which Eugene con- 
ducted Mrs. Hutchinbunck to the inn, and Rachel 
retired to bed; nor did her refle&ions deny her the 
ſweets of ſleep ;—ſhe had reflections, but they were 
mingled neither with repentance for the paſt, nor 
fears for the future; ſhe had preſerved a mean of + 
conduct which ſhe eſteemed the right, and ſhe ex- 
perienced from it a heartfelt ſatisfaction, which no 
idle diſappointment of a tranſient pleaſure, necefſ- 
ſarily foregone to ſuſtain it, could allagx. 
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Ox the following morning, when Rachel aroſe, = 
Mrs. Smith informed her, that her brother was in 
the houſe, and wiſhed to ſpeak to her, if ſhe would 
give him leave: Rachel feared a meſſage from Al- 
> | Gries 1 
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"RY or Mrs. Eringham was the bulineſs of his viſt; 
ſhe conſidered it, however, right to ſee him, and 
Jacob Lamb accordingly came into her room. 


Having entered, he cloſed the door, and advanc- 
ing a few ſteps into the apartment, he ſaid, I beg 


your pardon, Miſs Rachel, for my intruſion ; I hope 
you'll excuſe 1t; and I hope, beſides, you will ex- 


cuſe what J am going to ſay to you.“ 

Jacob and Rachel had never converſed together, 
except once in London, on the topic of Alfred's 
wound, and Rachel felt rather ſurpriſed by this ad- 


dreſs, though ſhe did not heſitate to decide, in her 


own mind, that the diſcourſe for which Jacob had 
apologized, would, from his partiality for Alfred, 
lean to the ſame end, ta which that he had before 
held with her, had inclined; however, with a cour- 
teous inclination of her head, the ſaid, © Pray 
| ſpeak, Jacob.” 
1 ] muſt, Miſs Rachel,” ſaid Jacob, « I muſt— 
I have heard ſuch a ſad ſtory about you, 50 can't help 
ſpeaking.” 
Rachel looked conſcious that Jacob was +:referting 
to her refuſal of Alfred, but did not ſpeak. 


Jacob continued: I hope, for the ſake of your 
own happineſs, Miſs Rachel, you ain't going to ſhut 


yourſelf up in a convent ?? 


« Indeed,” anſwered Rachel, « it is 245 inten- 


tion.“ 
« What, for your life ? — for ever, miſs ?—never 


to come out as long as you hve F aſked Jacob, 


eagerly. 


„ don't mean that; but why are you; Jacob, 


thus intereſted, thus agitated, about me ?” 
« Why, mils he heſitated, then ſaid, „let 


me beg, and beſeech of You, miſs, not to go into 


a convent.” 
« Still you don' t explain the motive of your en- 


treaty.” 


nh For fear you ſhould never come out again.” 
« But 


8 f 


e But I don't intend to take the vows.” - = 


« Pray don't turn Roman Catholic Hi hea - 


ven's ſake don't turn Roman Catholic.“ 


« Is your fear, then, for my immortal part. 5 


aſked Rachel, ſmiling. 


« Oh, no,” returned Jacob, half catching Ra- : 


chel's ſmile ; © I have not had much learning, to 


be ſure, but I know that the ſame God is preſent to 


the prayers of the Roman Catholic, and the Epiſ- 
cCopalian, and that it matters little in what form we 


addreſs him, ſo our hearts be pure, and faithful in 
the religion we follow but if you. once turn to 


their way of thinking, turning nun will come after ; 


when you once think their perſuaſion right, you'll 
think ſhutting yourſelf up from the world Gs as 


they do.” | 
« And if this ſhould happen?“ ſaid Rachel. 


« Good Lord, above forbid Boks eee Ja- | 


cob. 


on my account,” rejoined Rachel. | 
© Miſs,” returned Jacob, gravely, « am ſure 


that you know that. we are not born for ourſelves 
alone, but ſent into the world to make one another 
as happy as we can; and J am certain, miſs, your 


heart is too good not to have felt that, by ſo. doin g. 


we make ourſelves happy alſo.“ 
« Admitted,” ſaid Rachel. 


„ Well then, it muſt be wrong to withdraw our- 
ſelves from thoſe on whom our preſence can beſtow 


this moſt eſſential, and moſt defirable e of hu- 
man riches.” 


Jacob pauſed ; but as Rachel did not ſpeak, he 
continued: I think you will determine to ſtay in 


England, ſince there are hearts in it, to which your's 


is thus tenderly linked.“ 


«* Jacob,” replied Rachel, . I am fully aware to 
what heart you allude, and even expected the refe- 
rence from you, knowing the terms upon Which you 


ſtand with him who poſleſſes it ; let me then briefly 
vor. III, | | E : 3 an ſWer, 


MEN AND MANNERS, of, 


I muſt know the 9 of this emotion you ſeel 5 


g8- NEN AND MANNERS.” 


anſwer, that there-are obligations we owe to our- 
ſelves, to which it is the firſt duty of our lives to 
conform, and that ſuch is my preſent ſituation.” ? 
« But, miſs,” anſwered Jacob, „only conſider 
— (pray don't think me too bold, I only mean what 
I think, and truſt, is right; nothing more, indeed) 
—only conſider the pains, and pleaſure, and ex- 
pence, Jonathan Parkinſon has been at, to rear 
you ; to be, as I may ſay, his greateſt comfort; and 
now if you ſbould get into a convent for life, and he 
| ſhould never be able to obtain your freedom, 1 am 
{ure it would break his heart.” | 
, Are you then ſo well acquainted with Toadthas 
Parkinſon's heart,” ſaid Rachel, „as to be able to 
decide upon his feelings; and fo intereſted in his 
happineſs, as your late words have ſeemed to ſpeak 
1 you 95 
« Jonathan Parkinſon, Miſs Rachel, returned 
Jacob, “ 1s ſo worthy a man, that every perſon who 
thinks at all, muſt wiſh him a return of that happi- 
neſs which he i is ſo liberal in his een to be- 4 
ſtow on all.“ 

J have felt, nay, I every moment feel, the 
truth of your aſſertion,” replied Rachel; „all the 
return 1 can confer, or his noble mind will accept, 
muſt be the exertions of my heart, to contribute to 
his felicity, by the pleaſing and eaſy taſk of ſhowing  . 

him I am happy under his protection; be aflared, 
then, I will never loſe hold of that liberty, which 
can alone make me what I ſo very EP deſire 


to be to him.“ 
«« Dear, good young lady, heaven will e 


you both,” cried Jacob; *I am eaſy, and en 
now, ſince I have ſpoken to you, and heard your 
determination from your own lips Then you only - 
intend to ſtay in the convent till Jonathan Parkinſon 
comes back to Hillden ?”? 

« No longer, if he permits me to return to him.“ 
„. Eugene, [ ſuppoſe, will know where you. 


are?“ | 
4 N «ce He 
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«© He will,” anſwered Rachel. 64 25 
« A good and happy journey to you, 3 — 
excuſe an old man's freedom, and accept his bleſſing. 
— God bleſs you, miſs, good bye, faid Jacob, 
and was moving towards the door.“ Stay an in. bh 
fant,” ſaid Rachel; © I beg of you to tell me—” 
but Jacob having opened the door, and Eugene ap- : 
pearing upon the ſtairs, ſhe ſtopped ſhort, and Ja- 
cob, bowing, left the room | 
„A meſlage from Alfred, no doubt?” cried 
Eugene, as he entered, caſting his eyes. towards 
acob. | 
: «« No,” replied Rachel; “a little friendly ad- 
vice from his-ſervant not to turn nun..“ : 
In the intereſt of his maſter, doubtleſs,” he 
returned; * but I believe Jacob does conceive him- 
elf a little bit of a philoſopher.” 

« If he does anſwered Rachel, it is not with- 
out juſt pretentions to the name, for he argues from 
nature, and never loſes ſight of reaſon : maxims I 

would earneſtly recommend to many, for their im- 
provement, who would look upon his plain argu- 
ments with contempt. 

Eugene ſmiled at the warmth with which Rachel 
defended Jacob Lamb ; but fortunately for her, did 
not inquire into the topic, on which Jacob had diſ- 
covered himſelf to be ſo able a reaſoner. 7 

Rachel could not explain to herſelf, why Jacob: 
Lamb was ſo ftrongly intereſted in the happineſs of 
Parkinſon, but it was a trait of the heart, which 
would have marked out, to her idea, the character 
of any individual to be virtuous; and ſhe experi- 
enced an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, on inſtantly feel- 
ing reſpect for dien. who the found reſpected her - 
benefactor, 885 
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CHAP, XIX. . 


How to travel a Economy. 


Ar the appointed time, Mrs. Weben ar- 


rived in the chaiſe to take up Rachel, and her trunk 


having been corded by the ſide of her companion's, 
ſhe entered the vehicle, and once more left her fa- 


vourite Hillden, her ſpirits alone ſupported by a 

conſciouſneſs of the propriety of her conduct. 
hire, where the company to 
whom Richard Hutchinbunck had joined himſelf 
were, at that time, expoſing their perſons to the 


The rown in 


pelting of orange- peel and nut- ſhells, was about 
ninety miles diſtant from Hillden ; and Mrs. Hutch- 


they might reach it the next day at noon. 


Before the ſtage was completed, a new trait in 


Mrs. Hutchinbunck's character opened itſelf to Ra- 


chel :—the chaiſe ſtopped at a turnpike- gate, and a 


man extended his hand towards the window, with, 


. Nine-pence, ladies.“ Nine-pence.!*? exclaimed | 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck, it's only ſix -pence.” The, 
man lavghed contemptuouſly, and repeated, Nine 


pence.“ “ I know you are impoſing on me, ſhe 


inbunck remarked, that if they made a good puſh, 


returned“ | get nothing by it,” replied the man, 
te the money goes to the truſtees. — Well, then,“ 


ſaid ſhe, ** as' you would loſe nothing by it, you 


might take fix-pence of me for once, for I have no 
half-pence.” — The man received her ſuſpicion, as 


he called it, of his character, in very warm terms, 


and Rachel immediately called out, 1 have half- 
pence ma' am. Mrs. Hutchinbunck took the cop- 


per, and placing a ſix- There, on their top, gave them 
to the man, with, 


here, fellow, it is not worth 
diſputing 


wrt 
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| diſputing about ese db on, boy. „ She 


then maintained a momentary ſilence till the chaiſe 


was in motion, when ſhe exclaimed, Lord, miſs! 
if this is the way you do when you travel, you are 


likely to be cheated out of a ſine deal of money, if 


you a give _—_ Tang: of people what was & 
aſk.” 


But the payment at a i eee Is regulated | 


by government,” ſaid Rachel. 


Ay, ſoit is,“ returned ſhe; « but theſe - fel- : 
lows I often think aſk. a little more than they ſhould 


do, and put it into their own. pockets ; | beſides, 


there's no harm in trying, and ſometimes a good 
deal is loft by people not having their wits about 
them at ſuch. places; I have travelled many a hun- 
dred miles, and many a hundred to that: Lord bleſs 
you, I had halfpence in my pocket.“ | 
At the end of the ſtage, *< Pleaſe to remeraber 


the boy, was the firſt demand which ſeemed to 


2 


leave its value open to the liberality of Mrs. Hutch- 
inbunck. * There's a ſhilling for you,“ ſhe ſaid, 
«© but you don't deſerve it, for you have been an 


hour longer than you ought to have been coming.” 


The boy muttered, that it was an eighteen-mile 


; ſtage, and the lady ae to allow him lomecuny 
more. 


The lady returned, © that they had been long 
enough on the road, to:have gone thirty miles ; and 
that if he did not like What ſhe had given: him, he 
was at liberty to return it.“ 

J ſuppoſe you'll ſend ſomething back for the 


hoſtler?“ ſaid the boy, in no very gracious tone. 


<« If he bad wanted any thing of me, I think it 


might have been worth his while . to have 100 me 
for it himſelf.” 


I'll take care of it for him.“ | 
cc I'll remember him the next time I go that way 3 
I don't chooſe to truſt my. oy with 5 I don't 


know.” 4 
- | 8h He'll 
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« He'll think I kept it from- bim,“ returned the 
bo 3 
A What 8 that to me?” ſaid ſhe.— . Would you 
have me go back to Hillden, to ſettle your — 
rels ? Go out of the room, I deſire. | 
| Farther (altercation was prevented, by. the ſac- 
ceedin g Chaiſe being announced to be ready. — Ra- 
chel had, by her own deſire, given the entire ma- 
nagement of their journey to Mrs. Hutchinbunck, 
previous to their ſetting out; thus ſhe heard the 
preceding dialogue without interpoſing,—without- a 
{mile ſhe could not. ; 
On entering the inn-yard, the hoſtler of the kouſe | 
appeared in perion, and the liberal ſum of two- 
pence was thrown into his hat, with a look at the 
Hillden boy, that implied, I can be generoys 
where I pleaſe.” 
The two ſueceſſive ſtages paſſed off with nothing 
particular to amuſe the attention of Rachel, except 
the exerciſe. of fimilar devices to thoſe already de- 
icribed, on the part of Mrs. Hutchinbunck ; ſome 
of which. proved ſucceſsful, others miſcarried ; but 


in the latter caſe, ſhe maintained an equal good 


humour as in the former, contenting. herſelf with 
g the ability of, being able, by her diſcretion, to ſave 
in the aggregate, and declaring, that her economy 
oceeded not from avarice, hut from the hatred ſhe 
— to being impoſed upon: and this was true; but 
it was alſo true, that the fear of appearing without 
judgment was carried by. her to ſuch an exceſs, 
_ often to render her the very 1 ſhe feared to be 
ſuſpected of being. 
At the end of the third lage, Rachel gave a hint 
that ſne wiſhed for dinner, and Mrs. Hutchinbunck 
immediately ſaid, I think 1 could eat a bit of 
ſomc thing myſelf, but as to a regular dinner, miſs, 
it is never worth while on the road, a ſnap anſwers 
all the purpoſe; you may make as hearty. a meal, 
and ĩt colts x not half the ener. . 
15 Rachel 


into the market-plac ace, 
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1 1 little what ber meal was called, ſo 
her hunger was ſatisfied, and immediately left its 
arrangement to her adept companion. 
Some bread and cheeſe, and a pint of porter, 
were accordingly ordered, and. introduced; the 
_ Cheeſe was Glouceſter, and Mrs. Hutchinbunk hay- 
ing looked at it, ſaid, with a wink to Rachel, 
% Waiter, have you no other cheeſe in the houſe ?” 
% No, ma'am,” was the anſwer. © It is too old 
for me,” ſhe replied; I durft.not eat it. 
Tube waiter left the room, and ſhortly after the 
landlord, as Mrs. Hitchinbunck had predicted, en- 
_ tered with a plate of ham, which he begged the 
lady would accept inſtead of cheeſe. —+* I'll taſte 

it, fir,” ſhe anſwered, “as you have been at the 
trouble of bringing it, but I had made a very good 
ſhap off a cruſt, and a draught of the porter. 


On the landlord's leaving the apartment, however, 


ſhe began upon the ham, adviſing. Rachel to do the 
_ ſame, and priding herſelf upon the device by which ; 
the had obtained it. 
Nothing, new: occurred, till their arrival at the F 
Prineipal inn of a large market-town where they 
were to paſs the night, and where Rachel expected 
to hear her companion order at leaſt, a hot Tupper, | 
in conſideration of their ſlight dinner. 
On being ſhewn into a room, a daſhing waiter, 
5 whoſe appearance ſeemed to indicate thatthe houſe 
Was unaccuſtomed to ſneaking travellers, advanced 
with a bow, and, Do you chooſe tea, ladies? 
„Tea at nine o'clock !” exclaimed Mrs. Hutch- ' 
inbunck; No, I'd rather by half g0 to bed, for 
I am tired to death with 2 
The waiter left the room, and the chamber-aiaid 
8 . to aſk if the ladies would chooſe their 
F 
Mrs. Hutckinbunck took u pon herſelf that office, 
and followed the girl out of the room, while Rachel 
remained ſtanding before a window which looked | 


8 p. eſentiy 
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ing her thoughts. 
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Preſently the hoſt himſelf entered with the bill of 


fare, which he preſented to Rachel, and ſhe was juſt 


defiring him to leave it till the other lady returned, 
when Mrs, Hutchinbunck came in. 

«What will the ladies like for ſupper * aſked | 
the landlord, extending the hand which held the pa- 


per towards Mrs. Hutchinbunck. 


* Me!” cried Mrs. Hutchinbunck, „ bread and 


"cheeſe, or any thing ; ; for my part I am not hungry, 


I never eat ſupper. 

Rachel felt confuſed for her companion ; the land- 
lord ftared, half ſmiling, and as Rachel's eyes met 
his countenance, ſhe could hardly forbear catching 
its impreſſion, but ſaid, Frag, ſir, let us have a 
fowl and a tart.” 

J am ſure I ſhan't eat a morſel of it. cried 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck ; «© I can't.“ 

% Then we will call it my ſupper,” replied Ra- 
chel, with a fignificant glance to the hoſt, who 
bowed and retired ; but when ſupper made its ap- 

arance, Mrs. Hutchinbunck {at down to it, as 


readily as her.friend, remarking that the people of 
the inn ſeemed to underſtand their buſineſs, and that 


ſhe might as well cat as not, for ſhe {aw they were 
the kind of folks, that would make their gueſts pay 
a certain ſum, whether they fared well or ill, and 
that ſhe had only: Laid ſhe had no appetite, to try 


'them. 


Mrs. Hutchinbunck had been a landlady herſelf, 


and thus ſoon. perceived who did, and who did not, 
cut their cloth by her meaſure. 


In the morning, Mrs. Hutchinbunck having riſen 


-rather earlier than her companion, ſaid ſhe would 
go down and order breakfaſt ; When Rachel follow- 
ed her, ſhe was not a little ſurpriſed, at ſeeing upou 


the table, tea, coffee, ham, eggs, toaſt and biſcuits : 


as the repait had been ordered by her economical 
friend, and tea was all that could have been re- 


quired of her to call for, ſhe could not forbear hint- 


Lord 
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« Lord bleſs you, miſs!” exclaimed Mrs. Hutch- 

inbunck, in anſwer to her remark, do you know 
no more of travelling, and the ways of inns than 
that? Why you pay but a ſhilling a head for 
your breakfaſt, have what you like at'it; and you 
muſt pay that, if you have nothing but tea, and 
bread and butter: — I always make my breakfaſt my 
beſt meal, when I am travelling I ſhall ring the 
bell, and aſſe if they have any. radiſhes, and order 
.another egg or two.” 3 „ 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, our travel- 
. lers arrived at a village, which was but thirteen 
miles from Haytown; and the only four horſes 

. which the landlord poſſeſſed, were gone forward to 
Haytown, with a nobleman's coach. * | 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck applied to the boy who had 
driven them from the laſt place to proceed, but 
he peremptorily refuſed, the ſtage having been 
twenty miles, and his horſes having gone it the day 
before; from perſuaſions, Mrs. Hutchinbunck had 
recourſe to menaces, -but the boy could not be pre- 

vailed upon, and ſhe was obliged to ſubmit. 

At the recommendation of Rachel they dined, 
and the hours were then paſſed by Mrs. Hutchin- 
bunck in looking our for the return of the horſes, 
and grumbling that they did not appear; at length 
they arrived, and after a ſhort ſpace of time being 
allowed them for reſt, involuntary on the part of 
Mrs. Huichinbunck, they ſat forward on their 

journey, | | | 


The ' horſes had been fagged; thus, of courſe, 
travelled {lowly ; and as they entered Haytown, the 
clock ſtruck ten,—Arrived at the inn, they were 
uſhered into the bar, and the landlady following, 
with many. courtſies, informed them, that ſhe had 
not a place vacant in her own houſe, but if they 
would excuſe walking a few ſteps, ſhe had a couſin, 

a perfumer, in the ftreet, who often lent her a room 
or two on ſuch occaſions.— There was no alterna- 
tive, ſo the landlady's plan was adopted, and ſhe . 
e d OR 
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complaiſantly conducted them herſelf to her couſin's, 
Where they were ſhown into a neat parlour, and 
promiſed an excellent bed; and the landlady then, - 
without waiting for orders, ran home to prepare 
them, what ſhe ſtiled, a nice bit of ſupper.” 

No ſooner were they left alone, than Mrs. Hutch- 
inbunck, whoſe ſpirit began to be warmed by find- 
ing herſelf in the ſame place, where her undutiful 
ſon was incurring, in her opinion, fo indelible a 
diſgrace, age to Rachel, immediately to en- 
gage ſome * to go in ſearch of him; but Rachel 
explained to Mrs. Hutchinbunck, that ſhe thought 
it rather doubtful, whether he would obey a ſum- 
mons to attend her, under his preſent circumſtances, 
as he might eaſily conjecture the motive of her 
coming; and adviſed her to lay aſide all thoughts 
of ſeeing him, till the following morning, when ſhe. 
might learn where he lodged, and, by calling upon 
him, prevent has ny Hare | Set 

With ſome perſuaſion Mrs. Hutchinbunck agreed 
to Rachel's plan, and, at a little before midnight, 
they were conducted by the woman of the houſe to 
2 bed- chamber above the parlour ; and, on her 
leaving the apartment, ſhe requeſted them not to 
be alarmed by any talking they might hear in the. 
next room, as ſhe had ſome lodgers in it who were 
very good kind of people, but, ſhe muſt ſay, they 
were none of the quieteſt with their tongues, 
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Warmth, but not Fire. 


Mas. Hutchinbunck was ſoon undreſſed, and 

in bed, probably anxious to drown the tedious in- 
terval between that time and her propofed interview 
with her ſon in the morning in ſleep.— Rachel, Who 
had no ſuch motive of impatience, had been more 
deliberate in her undreſſing, and juſt finiſhed pre- 
paring her hair, when her companion entered the 


„ 


„ Good-night, miſs,” ſaid Mrs. Murks; = 
2 1 am ſo tlie you muſt excuſe my going to ſleep.” 
_ «© Good-night, ma'am,” returned Rachel; and 
ſcarcely had ſhe pronounced the words, before ſhe _ 
began to hear the voices, of which the landlady had 
ſpoken, in the adjoining room, and which Mrs. 
Hutchinbunck's uninterrupted talking had; before, | 
prevented her from noticing. 

The firſt words ſhe diſtinguiſhed were uttered b 
a man, and the tone of voice in which he ſpoke 

them, ſeemed to ſhow him ſtruggling between an- 
ger and affliction ; the words were Am not I the 
father of theſe wretched infants; can I ſee them, 
you, myſelf, all periſh 2 ſooner. ſhall this piſ- 


__tol— 


e "what do you mean py exclaimed a female | 
voice. | 
« To force the means of life, 1 the man, 


% from them who will not be . by the loſs of 
what L ſhall nn.” f | 
| ce * | hy 
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« What !” replied the woman, become a bigh- 5 
wayman ! a common robber! think where ſuch an 
8 may end!“ 

4 ] know, he anſwered, „ it is a doubiful 
chance between comfort, and an ignominious death; 
comfort! oh, no, no, no; that's impoſlible ! ſuch 
means cannot bring comfort.” | MN 

„ Then relinquiſh the horrid. Iden,“ ſaid the g 
woman. | g 

« To look on one more drexdfal; you and my 
. childreþ dying 1 in want! replied he. 
Vet, twere mercy in you, indeed it were, to 
ſee them thus, rather to leave them the ſtigmatized, 
the curſed, abandoned widow, and orphans of an 
executed robber,” uttered. "mn woman, in a ſtrain 
of the greateſt agony. 

« Oh that they would name the ſam,” thought 
Rachel, that would relieve their miſery ; and, if 
within my ability, they ſhould have it; her reflec- 
tions were interrupted by the anſwer of the man, 

the firſt part of his ſentence ſhe loſt, but he con- 
cluded it with, Wretch, to upbraid me with lov- 
ing you to the exceſs of ritking. to expoſe my o. 
life, to preſerve your's!' “ 

Rachel was on the point of calling to Mrs. Hutch- 
-inbunck, bur her loud e convinced her ſne 
was alleep. | 
The woman anſwered in a voice half choaked by 
tears, Go, then, follow the inſtinct of your mind, 
J will not alk you to forego it; I will only ſuppli- 

cate heaven in your behalf, and teach my children 
to join my prayer.“ „ 

Woman! woman!” he mand; « do not quite . 

unman me, hold your words yet an inſtant, I am 
already too much a coward to ſtare indigence in the 

face; I dare juſt meet death, and this weapon“ 

« Oh, Robert! my huſband,” cried ſhe, . deſiſt 

your children! think on them on my knees—? 

Let go my arm!” he exclaimed wildly, “or 


:1 muſt turn the weapon, directed at my own head 


f 
| 


* 


1 
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to your” 8; the torture of; my 3 3 — ended, 
and thus we'll die together“ 

Rachel inſenſibly called for help. at che fame mo- 
ment that the ſmothered ſhrieks of the female, 

ſeemed to declare the man to be ſtruggling with 
her; and running out of her chamber, the imme- - 
diately perceived the door of the adjoining room, 
which ſhe burſt. open, and ſeeing a woman on her 
knees, and a man in the attitude of menace ſhe had 
expected to find him, ſhe, with difficulty, uttered, 
« Hold, monſter, hold !*? while ſhe leant, tremb- 
ling, for. ſupport, againſt the wall. 

+ Rachel!” cried the female, ſpringing from the | 
ground, and running towards her the named“ It 
15, it is Rachel! — The perſon's tongue changed as 
ſhe ſpoke theſe words, and Rachel, to her aſto- 

niſhment recogniſed the voice and countenance 
. of Eliza Oxmondeley ; and forgetting the unjuſt ” 
ſuſpicions ſhe had entertained. againſt her, in her 
. anxiety to ſave her, at the preſent moment, ſhe 
met her with extended arms,. and- phase her to ber 
breaſt. | 

Mrs. Hutchinbunck, 1 having hace once 
burnt out of a houſe ſhe had inhabited, in Holland, 
never heard a noiſe in the night, but ſhe imagined 
there was the lame cauſe for alarm ſhe had before 
experienced, having been awakened by RachePs 
. cries. for aſſiſtance, > bee ſprang from her 
bed, and having thrown the bed-quilt over her, in 
addition to the flannel gown, and red baize draw» 
ers, in Which ſhe always ſlept, had now gained the 
landing, where ſhe ſtood vori «Fire! fire! | 
fire!“ without intermiſſion. | 

Tne man and woman of the one who were 
not yet in bed, ran immediately, with lights, to the 

ſpot, from whence the ery of alarm was proceeding, 
and were calling out Where? where! in anſwer 
to Mrs, Hutchinbunck's exclamation of cas 
fire! * 98 | | « > 
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The noiſe, on the landing, called forth the man 


| who had threatened the life of Miſs Oxmondeley, 
and ftalking out of the chamber, with a ſtately ſtep, 


and the piſtol ſtill in his hand, he met Mrs Hutch- 
inbunck face to face; and no ſooner did ſhe behold 


him, than all her alarm of fire ſubſided, and all her 


fury ſettled" on him, for—ihe beheld her fon. 
Lord deliver me!” ſhe eried, you here !— 
you in this houſe ?—you ungracious boy, and a 
piſtol in your hand! Oh, good folks, take the piſ- 
tol away from him—pray take the piſtol away from 
him—he's my fon, and I dare fay he's going to 
ſhoot me, becauſe I won't give my conſent to * 
going amongſt a beggarly ſet of players. 
* Accurſed be the hand that lifts itſelf againſt a 
rent! exclaimed Richard, in a tragedy tone, and, 


at the ſame time, throwing the piſtol from n! in a 


ſtage attitude. 


* Don't uſe your dombaſtical cant to me,” re- 


turned ſhe ; and your ſtruts and grimaces; ſaying 
and doing one thing, and meaning another; I am 
ſure you have almoſt terrifed me to death with the 
uproar you have made in the houſe to-night, for I 
dare fay it was you | heard ſqualling.“ | 
No, madam,” ſaid Rachel, coming dorwand, 
« jt was I who called for aſſiſtance; I was alarmed 
by ſome words I overheard from the room next to 
our's, and — “ 
, < I muft apologize for Having diſtreſſed and ia 
alarmed you,” ſaid Miſs Oxmondeley, interrupting 
her, “ that gentleman and I were rehearſing part of 
a tragedy I had written for my own: benefit. £7 
Fou on the ſtage, Eliza !—you on the ſtage, 
Miſs Oxmondeley ?”? cried Rachel; Ou —_— Sir 
Gilbert can't know this!“ 
A baronet's daughter turned auge Payer too! 
exclaimed Mrs. Hutchinbunck ; Lord have mercy 


upon me, where will * folly of 6-254 have 1 


end k. 
. Ma'am ! 


n 8 L one — 
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e Ma'am !” exclaimed Miſs Oxmondeley, in a 
tone which ſeemed to emulate Richard's ſwelling ac- 
cents, I am the miſtreſs of myſelf, and of my 
on actions; at leaſt 1 truſt I am not accountable to 
you for my conduct. 

„ Well, ma' am, etna ho n 
«© who ſays you are ?—but you need not be ſo huf- 
fiſh, becauſe a little good advice 1s given you.” ; 
- Miſs Oxmondeley was going to reply, but Ra- 
chel prevented her, by ſaying, This lady is Mrs. 
HFutchinbunck, and you: muſt make her feelings for 
her ſon's conduct, the apology of her words ;—let 
us part for the night,” ſhe continued, endeavour- 
ing to move Mrs. Hutchinbunck back to her cham- 
ber, in pity to the ridiculous figure ſhe diſplayed, 
and ſee each other again in the morning.“ 

* Oh, no!” cried Miis Oxmondeley, catching R 
hold of Rachel's hand, . I cannot part with you, 
the moment I find you; I cannot, indeed; you muſt 
forgive the unjuſt ſuſpicions, which the harraſſed 
. Rate of my mind induced me to entertain of you, 
at our laſt parting ; indeed you would forgive me, 
if you knew all I have ſuffered ſince.— I never 


1 ſuppoſed you had taken my jewels for your own 


private intereſt, only to prevent my putting in ex- 
ecution the ſcheme in which they were to aſſiſt me; 
but John has explained to me-your INNOCENCE, and 
3 muſt talk to you, I muſt, indeed.“ 
% And ſo muſt 1 to you fir,” explained: Mrs. 
Hotchinbunck, addreſſing her ſon, and before I 
ſleep, I will too, fince i fee ee you before me !— Miſs, 
have I your leave," ſhe continued, turning to Ra- 
chel, „to take Richard into our chamber a little 
while? you and your friend, you know, can go 
down into the parlour, or into her room.“ os 
Rachel was obliged to acquieſce, and the euraged 
matron led the way, with, ? Come, fir ;? her ſon 
followed with an obedient es but diſobedient vi- 
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. CHAP. xXI. 


"How an Elopement may be topped without Purſuers. 


Exiza led Rachel into her apartment, and, on 


the door being cloſed, Rachel thus addreſſed her: 
« By what means do I ſee you here? — How am 
to account for your being on the ſiage * f—Are you 
here alone ?—Are you married ? 
„ Nin. ”” 
Not married! Has John Morden deſerted you?“ 
*© Deleried me! On, Rachel, do not ſtab, my 
heart with fo unkind, ſo unjuſt a ſuſpicion of the 
beloved partner of my heart :—He is here in the 
next room— John Mor— 
« And you not married: 5 interrupted Rachel, 
% Only here me 3—is is impoſſible we ſhould be; 
one of his legs has been broken, and he has been 
confined to his bed with it, almoſt from the firſt 
night of my eloping with him.” 
Rachel now really pitied, where ſhe had beefore 
condemned: I am ſorry for you both,” the ſaid. 
* Oh!” cned Miſs Oxmondeley, . eatching the 


hand of Rachel, your eyes imply, that if I had 


followed your advice, all the ſtraits of poverty that 


have, or may, befal me, had been avoided. —Don't 


_ me obſtinate, pray don't, Rachel, for ſpeak- 
the feclings of my heart; but, indeed, I had 
— 45 be with John Morden, in the moſt abject in- 


- digence, than with a wretch like Sir Bauble, in the | 
luxury of pride and riches.” 


Vou know that be is dead, I ſuppoſe ?” 
64 The 


4 
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, © The public prints informed me of it, and 1 
rejoiced on your account.—Oh ! Rachel, how: ſin- 
cerely, how truly J pitied-you; when John Morden 
related to me the occurrence in the priſon— Can 
you believe that I pitied 70 No, von cannot ; 
for you doubtleſs thought,” that if my father per- 
ſiſted in cruelty towards you, his daughter ſhould 
have known your heart better ;—ſhe did know it, 
ſhe adores its purity, its integrity; but in the midſt 
of her own afflictions, - yes Rachel, afflictions, for 
hope and fear, combated ſo forcibly in my breaſt, 
as to render anguiſh the predominant feeling, and, 
under its influence, I became unjuſt to her, for whom 
I moſt wiſhed to evince my efteem :—Can you, Will 
you forgive me? F 
„ Sincerely I do,“ replied Rachel; © it muſt be 
a ſeverer judge than myſelf,” who will not forgive 
one error of the head, where ſhe has found many 
"virtues of the heart.“ GE Do 8 
Eliza threw her arms round Rachel's neck, and 
embraced her; Rachel caught the pleaſure ſhe had 
inſpired, and preſſed her affectionately to her breaſt. 
— Eliza had met, unexpectedly, the friend the moſt 
wiſhed to behold, and by whom ſhe had feared, - 
when ſhe did meet her, ſhe ſhould not be ſo cordi- 
ally received; Rachel was more forgiving, than her 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes could have made her, and the 
reverſe of her expectations, ſo flattering to her feel- 
ings, melted Eliza into tears. Eel 
« Can I fee John?“ aſked Rachel. ; 
„He ſleeps,” anſwered Eliza, and I muſt not 
awake him, for his limb has been very painful all 
day, and he has taken a ſleeping draughr ; but in- 
dulge me, in ſuffering me to tell you all that has 
befallen me, fince we parted laſt; I am ſure you 
will ſympathize in my misfortunes, though I re- 
e the advice, by which I might have avoided 
t! em,“ | . a | - "Ys 
To dwell upon what might have been done, to 
avoid the calamities into which any one has fallen, 
1 | = rather. 


% . 


= 274 MEN AND MANNERS. 


rather than to ſeek a preſent balm for their relief, 
diſplays a judgment much more obſtinate than friend- 
ly,” replied Rachel; 1 would have mine the lat- 
AD > | | | oe | 
Ever kind and good as you are, returned 
Eliza, how could I entertain unjuſt ſuſpicions of 
vou? — ut I will dwell no more on the only action 
of my life of which 1 repent, and proceed to inform 
you of other events, which, though they have 
brought me ſorrow in their conſequence, have 
never given me a momentary regret for the cauſe 
whence they have been produced. When you were 
taken away from my father's houſe, by Blackman, 
i I was again left in poſſeſſion of my jewels, and hav- 
1 ing written a note, to be given to Sir Gilbert when 
= he ſhould awake from his afternoon nap, I left the 
1 houſe immediately on his retiring to his ſtudy after 
dinner, with a ſingle change of linen crammed into 
my pockets, and the caſe which contained my pre- 
cious diamonds, held by both my hands, within my 
muff; I. ran out into the ſquare, proceeded tg, the 
firſt ſtand of coaches, where, having entered one, 
I ordered the man to drive me to a ſhop where 1 
knew ladies of faſhion were accommodated with 
money, on goods left in retention.— I offered my 
diamonds. in pawn; they had coſt nearly twelve 
hundred pounds, and I expected to have obtained, 
at leaſt, one thouſand for them, as their faſhion was 
of the neweſt invention, in addition to the real va- 
lue of their ſtones; but four hundred and ſeventy 
pounds only were offered me : I was ſurpriſed and 
diſappointed, but I had no alternative; I muſt take 
that, or retain what was uſeleſs. to me, and I ac- 
ned the money.—Having put. the notes I had 
ed into my pocket-book, and holding it where 
Thad before carried my diamonds; I returned to my 
coach, and was driven to the lodgings of John 
Morden,—not doubting, but that he was waiting 
on the tiptoe of expectation to receive me; you 


may eaſily conceive how great a ſhock [ W 
ö Wnen 


MEN AND MANNERS. 1775 


when on alighting, and inquiring for him of the 
' :maſter- of the houſe, I learnt, that he had, that 
morning, been carried to priſon for debt. 
* When I ſufficiently recovered from the aftoniſh- - 
ment into which this intelligence had thrown me, to 
be able to collect my thoughts for ſpeech, I inquired, 
of my informer, if he knew to how much the in- 
eurred debt amounted; he anſwered me, that he 
believed, it was ſomewhat leſs than one hundred 
pounds. —Once more anxiety vaniſhed, with my 
learning that I had the power to releaſe him, and 
taking the ſum named, from my ſtore of notes, I 
folded them in a. blank cover, which I then ſealed, 
and directed, entreating the man of the houſe to 
carry them to the place of John's confinement, and 
inform him, that I was at his lodgings. —In my. 
cearneſtneſs to accompliſh, what I deſired to be ef- 
fected, I did not forget to ſee him, whom I requeſt- 
ed to be my agent, and he readily agreed to act as 
J ſhould inſtruct him. While he was gone, I was 
left alone in John's room, in one corner of it ſtood 
his trunk corded up, and, upon it, lay the fatal 
pair of piſtols, which coſt me fo much ueaſineſs : 
from the former, I augured, beyond a doubt, that 
it was prepared for our intended journey; and 1 
derived, from my thoughts, ſomething like a con- 
viction of his acquieſcence in my propoſal, which 
gave me great ſatisfaction. ETD | 
After a tedious interval of expectation, ming- 
led with fear, which I could not define, nor yet 
account for, a quick ſtep on the ſtairs drew me to 
the door of the apartment, and, as I reached it, 
the deſired object of all my anxiety, and all my 
joy, met me, claſped me in his arms, and hailed 
me his angelic deliverer.— Oh, Rachel! forgive 
the energy, with which I ſpeak of that moment 
of happineſs.— When my firſt ' tranſports. ſubſided, 
1 felt that 1 ought to ſpeak on the cauſe of our 
meeting,. but the ſame ardent declaration of love 
that had flown from my pen, refuſed to flow from 
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my tongue; he relieved me from the confuſion I 
was in, by kneeling, to thank me for the confi- 


© dence I had placed in him, and telling me, that he 


had formed a plan to elude Sir Gilbert's moſt dili- 
gent purſuit of us. e | 

elt was, that inſtead of following the hacknied 
rout-of elopements, in leading thoſe who are diſ- 
poſed to purſue a chace to Gretna-Green, and by 
all run- away couples following the ſame track, 
making it an indiſputable point to all purſuers 
which road to take, we ſhoald immediately pro- 
ceed to Windſor, and obtain there a ſpecial licence 
to be married on the following morning, which he 
made appear to me, would not be a. more expen- 


five mode, than the journey to Scotland; and we 


were both of us, at that time, ſo great novices. in 
the laws of the kingdom, as not to know that our 
being under age would prove an obſtacle to our 
obtaining ſuch a licence without the conſent of our 
parents, or friends appearing in lieu of them. 
According to this plan, a chaiſe was procured, 
and we got into it, dark as the evening was, de- 
*termined to proceed to Windſor that night, thinkc- 
ing aurſelves ſafer any where than in London, 
leſt the ſervant who had been my ambaſſador to 
2 lodgings, ſhould be induced, by Sir Gil- 
-bert's threats, or promiſes, to betray where we 
might be found 6 
While rattling over the London ſtones, I felt 
no alarm; but by the time we had left them a few 
miles behind us; travelling in the dark, though 
protected by John Morden, with his brace of piſ- 
tols ready prepared to defend me, and for that pur- 
poſe had he purchaſed them, producing in me no 
very pleaſant ſenſations; I dreaded a robbery; I 
had a preſentiment that I ſhould loſe my newly-ac- 
quired riches, and I could not help imparting my 
fears to my companion; he encouraged me, while 
ne ridiculed my alarm, and bade me place faith in 
his weapons: I liſtened, and almoſt began to think 
| myſelf 


| p 
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; myſelf"; in dhe wrong, as à dozen of miles more 
paſſed without any occurrence chat tended to if 
my. fears, 

John Morden 3 in | raptures of the event 
which he purpoſed ſhould take place on the follow- 


ing day. But how 1s the licence to be procured,” 
faid I, © If we ſhould be robbed to night? — Scarce- 


ly had I uttered the words, when the chaiſe ſtop- 
ped, and Deliver!“ was ſounded on each fide of 
the carriage, by men on horſeback... 

« [ ſcreamed ; John immediately levelled a piſtol 
at the one on his ſide, which the man knocked from 
his hand before he could draw the trigger, and then 
preſented one himſelf at John's face, vowing, with 
the moſt dreadful oaths, that he was a dead man if 


he ſtirred a joint; — the other, meanwhile, had en- 


tered the chaiſe on my ſide, and having riffled us, 
they rode off; John immediately ſnatched up his 
other piſtol, and fired them both off in the directi- 
on which the clattering of their horſes? feet inform- 


ed us the highway-men had taken, but W : 


effect. 
« Terror and e e bad made me a 
petrifaction; John directly propoſed to the poſtilli- 


on, for them to take the horſes from the chaiſe, 


and gallop after the robbers, in the hope of recov- 
ering what they had taken from us. On hearing 


this propoſal, 1 firſt ſpoke, and beſought John not. 


to leave me, or expoſe himſelf to fartaer danger; 


he anſwered me, that we had ſuſtained too great a 
los, not to hazard ſomething for its recovery; and 


having ſaid all in his power to raiſe my courage, 


while the boy was taking off the hories, he mount- 


ed, and with his companion fet off in as full ſpeed 
as thoſe whom he purſued had made. 
«© On, Rachel! what was then my fiuation, it 


1s impolſible to deſcribe; — ſeated alone in a carri- 


age, with both the doors open, in a ſtrange road, 


in the middle of the night l various obltacles 


had 
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had delayed us in leaving London till nine o'clock,) $7 

and not a ſingle ftar to cheer me with the dimmeſt 
view of any object that might be near me. To 
ſtir from the ſpot where I was placed, would have 
been madneſs, thus I compelled myſelf to remain 
where I was; and, for more than an hour, not a 
ſingle ſound, except my own murmurs, to which I 1 
could not forbear giving vent, broke the ſtillneſs of 6 
the night. _ ” 

e highway-men had taken the road cowards 
Windſor. 

At length I heard the trampling of 1 
from the direction I wiſhed; it continued to ap- 
proach, and when arrived within three yards of 
the chaiſe, I could diſcern the boy riding on one 
horſe, and leading the other; but I ſaw not John. 
In the moſt incoherent words, I inſtantly aſked of 
ham, and the boy, in almoſt as great a trepidation 
as myſelf, anſwered, © That the gentleman had 
fallen from his bans: and had been ſo much hurt, 
- that he could not get upon 1t again.” * Where 
is he?“ was my immediate queſtion. —* Between 
three and four miles off, the boy replied ; © and 
that the gentleman had ordered him to drive down 
the chaile to the place where he had left him, and 
take him up. I aſked no farther queſtions, but be- 
ſought the boy to. uſe all the ſpeed he was able in 
bringing me to the ſpot. 

« It was now paſt midnight, and the riſing moon, 
though obſcured by clouds, was beginning to give 
a faint light, which proved to me no ſmall comfort. 
In about half an hour, a ſpace which anxiety ſwell- 
ca, in my idea, to an immeaſurable length, we 

reached the {pot where John lay, lamed beyond the 

| power of aſſiſting himſelf to riſe from it ;—the hurt 
was in his right leg; with great difficulty the poſt- 
illion and myſelf lifted him into the chaiſe, and 
placed him at the bottom, with his back ſupported | 
againſt one of the doors, in order that his leg _ 5 
* 


* 
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lie extended, for he found himſelf. kb to 
bend it. | 7 
We proceeded, with a flow pace, to Wind- 
ſor ; ſome of the ſervants of the inn were fortu- 
nately ſtill up; John was carried by them to a 
bed, and a ſurgeon immediately called to his aſſiſt- 
ance. | On ſeeing the limb, he, without hefitation, 
pronounced the bone to be broken; and, on ex- 
amination, he declared it to be a compound | 
fracture.“ | | EL. 


CHAP. XXII. 


J fecond Part * the Jams eg 


*7 HE limb being ſet with 15 pain to > che 
patient, the ſurgeon retired, and one of the female 
ſervants of the houſe, and myſelf ſat in his room 


to watch him during the night. — It paſſed in pain 


to him, in agony to me; he was ſuffering bodily © 
torture, I the more acute pangs of mental miſery *: 

coupled with this wretched misfortune, I foreſa sr 
ſlander. hanging on the tongue of the world, rea - 

dy to defame my reputation; and poverty, if not 

a priſon, awaiting us both, in conſequence of the 
expences Which mult be inevitably incurred to pre- 
ſerve the life of him, on whom hung my exiſtence; 
and our inability, from the loſs we had fuſtained, 
to defray them.— I could not even hope, much leſs 
expect, forgiveneſs from my father, and I feared 
he would alike deny me any pecuniary aſſiſtance; 


J could, however, loſe nothing by a trial to excite © 


his compaſfon, and [ accordingly, « on the follow- - 
ing 
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ing morning, wrote to him a letter, wherein I re- 
lated my diſfreſs, with all the warmth I felt it ; 2 5 
in order to prevent any attempt, on his part, to get 
me again into his power, and compel me to marry 
contrary to my inclination, I ſubſcribed _ myſelf 
Eliza Morden. When I had taken this ſtep, I felt 
humiliated by it, as I conſidered the note, I had 
left for my father at my departure: written in a 
ſtrain of the haughtieſt independence ;. and I then 
reflected how ſoon I was fallen from what I had 
then believed myſelf; however neceſſity had dicta- 
ted the act; and had it been fill undone, I muſt 
have acted again as I had done, no other expedi- 
ent was Te% me; for to you 1 durſt not, on any ac- 


count, have directed a petition, after my conduct 


to you immediately before our ſeparation, had I 
even known where you then were; and I had not 
another friend in the world to whom I could apply 
with the ſlighteſt hope of e the grant of 
my requeſt. 

« In as ſhort a time as it was poſlible for my 
letter to be returned to me, it came back unopen- 
ed, with my father's name ſcratched out, and mine 
inſerted as a direQtion.—lI was fick piequed, and 
afterwards affected, by this utter contempt ſhown 
me by my only parent; and, under this impreſſion, 


J incloſed my letter in a freſh cover, and threw it 


into the Jetter-box.—Again I repented, but again 
I could only aſk myſelf, what other ſtep it would 
have been poſſible for me to purſue, that would not 
have been even more unlikely to ſucceed, than the 
one J had adopted. g 
In the ſame ſpace of time as before, my ſecond 
letter returned, in the like ſtate as my firſt had- 
come back: my miſery now rofe to a pitch of in- 
tolerable ſuffering; I had no one to whom 1 could 
impart my feslings, gh yet 1 could not wholly 8 
reſtrain them within my own breaſt. : 
« John continued to mend, at leaft hs did "nod 


grow worſe than he had been ag the firſt twenty⸗ 
four 


. 
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four hours after the ſetting of his limb, but ſtill 
I was forbidden to converſe with him, any. more 
than making or replying to inquiries relative to 
himſelf. V ee 
„ Oh, Rachel! I was now more forlorn, more 
wretched, than any diftreſſed girl Fever read of !”? 
e hope, then, faid Rachel, the leſſon has 
been inſtructive, in teaching you to form ſcenes of 
fature happineſs + Jean in viſions leſs extra- 
vagant than thoſe uſually found in romances: but 
pray proceed.” EY le tn  RWes 
«© Mrs. Wilſon, the landlady of the inn,” con- 
tinued Eliza, a widow, was what is uſpally term- 
ed a good fort of a woman, that is, ſhe wonld have 
conferred any kindneſs on another, which did not 
interfere with her own . happineſs, or purſe; but 
where it did, ſhe thought it no fin to follow the old 
proverb, and remember, that charity begins at 
home. | | 
She had perceived my diſtreſs, and often ſooth- 
ed and na me; but as my anxiety continued 
_ viſibly to increaſe, though my huſband, for as ſuchk 
was John known in the houſe, was evidently reco- 
vering, ſhe, after a few days, hinted to me her 
ſuſpicion, that I had ſome other cauſe for ſorrow, 
beſides the illneſs of my huſband, and requeſted 
me to tell her what ſhe could do to ſerve m. 
„This challenge, to give her my confidence, I 
could not forbear accepting; and as ſhe knew the 
circumſtances of the robbery on the road, I hat 
only to inform her, that, on that night, we had loſt * 
all the worldly riches 0 ee except ſeven 
guineas, which being in a ſmall purſe, in one cor- 
ner of my pocket, had eſcaped their ſearch.” “ 
* Mrs. Wilſon had before been forry for ne, ſhe 
was now ſorry for herſelf; ſhe did not, however, 
openly expreſs her feelings, but aſked me a variety 
of queſtions relative to my fituation in life, whence 
J came, whither I was going, and, laſtly, whether 
Lor my huſband were of anv trade, as ſhe exprefœg 
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| herſelf; and whether we had no clothes belonging 


to us, beſides thoſe we wore — John- s trunk was 


fo ſmall, that ſhe might, without much underrating 


it, have ftiftaken-it for a large-ſized drefling-box. 
L knew not how to anſwer her queſtions, with- 


out wounding my own feelings, by confeſſing my- 


* 


ſelf fallen in life, as I then was; and half diſtract- 
ed by my own ideas, I exclaimed, Oh, heaven! 
that I knew but the means of gaining a reputable 


ſubſiſtence !* 

I was then -in the bar, and the landlady* s two 
daughters were preſent, one of whom, on hearing 
me utter this wiſh, ſaid, without directing her diſ- 


courſe particularly to me, What a pity it is the 


lady has not been brought up to the ſtage.” 


Why do you lament it ?* I aſked. 

«© © Becauſe my uncle has -a company, and he 
wants a lady juſt at preſent.” 

„ Fortunate chance !* I cried, the ſtage is my 
profeſſion ;*—don't blame me, Rachel, for a falſe- 
hood, on which my very means of exiſtence de- 
pended, and by which no one could be injured ; 
and I feared not to gain it, if I did not boldly de- 
clare myſelf qualified to undertake it. I inquired | 


where Mrs. Wilſon's brother was to be found ; ſhe 


told me that he was then in Windſor, come with 
the intention of engaging an actreſs from the com- 


pany at that time performing in the town. 


« J entreated to ſeg him, and was Weite, by the 
landlady, to take my tea with her in half an hour's 
time, when ſhe told me Mr. Cooper would certain- 
ly be of the party. 

« J then left Mrs. Wilſon and her aug! ters, 
under pretence of viſiting my huſband; in fact to 
reflect on the ſtep I was about to take.— I was the 
daughter of a baronet, had been bred up in afflu- 
ence, and mixed in the firſt ſociety, and now I 
was about to become a ſtrolling player.— T. he part 


I was going to take in life was, decidedly, in the 
general acceptation of the world, a diſgrace to my 


family 


* 


Fog 
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family; but that family had renounced me, and all _Þ} 
I now thought it became me to conſider, was, whe- - 
ther going upon the ſtage was a diſgrace to myſelf . 
as an individual woman. — I concluded that it was 
not; II ſhould be as much miſtreſs of my own ho- 
nor in that ſituation, as in any other: I had always 
been of opinion, that it is not any ſituation which 
can particularly, ſully a character, but the diſpoſiti- 
on of the perſon placed in that ſituation; and that 
there are no temptations which a woman, diſpoſed 
to withſtand them, may not avoid in any line of 
life; and no faults but what ſhe may equally com- 
mit in any, if fo ſtand her inclination.— I had been 
no more than a:womarn, when | was the acknowledg- 
ed daughter of Sir Gilbert; and I ſhould be no 4% 
than a woman, when upon the itage.—I even be- 
gan to think, ſo much do our opinions vary with 
our circumſtances, that the woman, as an ag&re/s, 
deſerved more real merit in the world for honeſtly 
ſupporting herſelf, than the woman, as à baroter's 
daughter, could do, who had no merit, but that of 
throwing away what ſhe had not known the pains 
of acquiring. „ „ 
„ G I went down to tea, in the 
bar, more happy than I can expreſs, and, in a few 
minutes after, in came my landlady's brother. 

«© Mr. Cooper was introduced to me, and hav- 
Ing heard a feigned account” which I gave him of 
myſelf, he agreed to engage me at twenty-hve 
ſhillings a week, and a benefit in each place, pro- 
vided he could obtain leave for me to play a mght 
in Windſor, and that he then Lked mm. 

He enquired what character I ſhould like to 
play; and, as all parts were alike indifferent to me, 

I fixed on one which I happened to know by heart; 
it was Beatrice, in © Much ado about Nothing; 
and a fortunate thing it was for me, that my turn 
for play-reading had made me perfect in the prin- 
_£ipal character of this comedy, for the next even- 
ing was fixed upon for my appearance. hy 
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I now went to John, and having ſent the ſer- 
-vant, who was attending him, out of the chamber, 
I informed him of my whole plan, and inſtructed 
him how he was to avoid betrày ing to the mana- 
ger, that I had fabricated the account of my great 
theatrical eclat, which I had related to him ;—my - 
dear John 'ſeemed determined to be thankful for 
whatever I ſhould do for our ſupport, and only 
gave me one ſlight hint how much mortified he 
was to have loſt his expected commiſſion, by ſay- 
ing, © that when ſufficiently recovered, he would 
go as a volunteer into ſome marching regiment, 
where he hoped ſoon to riſe by attention to the 
o ©; aa 
* Preliminaries thus ſettled, through neceſſity, 
J went, on the following morning, to the theatre 
to rehearſe; and my ignornnce of ſome ſtage cuſ- 
toms, when I arrived there, was eaſily conſtrued 
into my confuſion, at rehearſing in a ſtrange com- 
pany, which any one who has ever trodden the 
boards, knows to be a much more formidable or- 
deal, than the actual performance at night; for 
an audience generally comes good- naturedly diſ- 
poſed towards a firſt appearance, whereas perform 
ers fear to be outdone, and are jealons before they 
know whether they have cauſe. | 
One of the firſt London performers happened 
to be playing, at that time, with the Windſor com- 
pany ; he did Benedict to my Beatrice; and much 
was I indebted to him, for the ſucceſs I obtained 
In the character; for, with the liberality that al- 
ways accompanies real merit, he gave me, during 
our rehearſal, many hints for my advantage. * 
I will ſay nothing now of the frights and fears 
which accompanied my firſt ſcenes, and the rapture 
with which my heart beat upon the applauſe given 
to my latter ones; ſuffice it for me to tell you, that 
Mr. Cooper declared himſelf very well ſatisfied 


with me, ard directly, on my return to the inn, 
. | ratified 


f 
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* 


ratified the agreement, which had before been ver- 
bally made between us. ': 
% immediately flew to John, with the news of 
my ſucceſs, but it had reached him before 1 arrived 
the moment he ſaw me. | 35 | 
I ſaw John was mortified, notwithſtanding © his 


with it; thus he was prepared to congratulate me 


endeavours to conceal it, at our fall; ſor ſuch I 


muſt call it, though, {declare to you, had 1 been 
born to gain my own ſubſiſtence, I . ſhould always - 
have preferred the ſtage to any other mode of 
acquiring it; there is an exquiſite ſenſation at- 
tached, to believing ourſelves, in any romantic fi- 
tuation of love or madneſs, which we know ſhall. 
end at a certain time, and we not be the worſe - 
for having ſeemed to experience it. 2 
We had already been twelve days at Windſor; 
and the ſurgeon declared it impoſſible that John 
could be moved, by the moſt eaſy conveyance, in 
leſs than another month; I had reſolved not to ſtir 
without him, and Mr. Cooper, with much kindneſs, 
allowed me another month, before 1 ſhould join 
him, on my folemn promiſe of not difappointing 
him at that period. | „ 
I aſked him what characters would, in parti 
cular, be required of me to play; he gave me a 
liſt of them, and I ſat down to hard ſtudy, without 
delay. Nature had given me an excellent memory, 
and I never. thanked” her more feelingly for any 
gift that ſhe had deigned to beſtow on m. 
At the time appointed for our ſetting out 
from Windfor, John having continued to recover 
as faſt as we could expect, we left it in the ſtage- 
waggon, a mode of travellmg which was, recom--. 
mended to us by the ſurgeon; as, in it, he could 
lie extended on a litter, with little lefs convenience 
dc men Ran ons . TOS 
lt was at B-— in — ſhire, where I was 
to. join Mr. Cooper's company, and we reached 
it without my. dear John having ſuffered by the 
0 . Journey. 
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MEN AND MANNERS. 
journey.—When we had played a month there, 


which was as long as the fize of the town could 


afford to find us buſineſs, Hayton, where we now- 
are, was fixed on as our next place of deſtination z. 
but, as Mr. Cooper intended new fitting up the 


theatre here, which could not be done; even under 


his own direction, in leſs than a fortnight, he re- 
ſolved to ſend his company, in the. mean time, to. 
play at a village in, an adjacent county, where 
he knew no company had been in many years; 
and, on account of the difficulty with which John 
ill travelled, though he was able to walk on 


| erutches, and my averſion to being parted- from 
him, he did not oblige me to go with them, and 


accordingly, John and I came directly forward 


with him to Baytown. | 
«© Mr. Cooper, on our arrival here, aſſiſted me 


1 


in procuring theſe lodgings ; he is a worthy. man, 


and has been uniform in his kindneſs to us; and I 


have not felt one wiſh beyond what I enjoy, except 
to be out of his debt, for a long bill, which he paid 
for us at Windſor, and which we are to return him 
by inftalments..—In order to be the ſooner able 
to diſcharge it, it was my buſineſs. to ſtretch every 


7 


nerve to draw a good houſe, at my approaching 


benefit; accordingly during the vacant fortnight 


which was allowed me, I fat about compoſing a 
play, which I reſolved to have repreſented on my 


night: when I had finiſhed it, I read it to Mr. 


Cooper; he approved my piece, and my intention; 


and, conſequently, can, and put it into rehearſal, _ 


as ſoon as the company arrived here ; and to-mor- 
YOW night, Rachel, it is to be performed 8 5 
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CHAP. XXIIL. | 


1 


Convince the Underſtanding, and you corre# the 
: Heart. | | 


| N OT, if my perſuafions have effect,“ ſaid 
Rachel; let me entreat you to give up immedi- 
ately, a mode of life, in Which you confeſs neceſſity, 
more than inclination, | has led you, I will pay 
your debt to Mr. Cooper; 1 will give him any 
compenſation. for your leaving him abruptly, and 
I will buy John a commiſſion, if you will but be 
prevailed upon to withdraw your play, and retire - 
immediately from the ſtage. ?? * 3 N 

« Dear, generous girl exclaimed Eliza, can 
you offer this to me, after the diſregard I paid to 
pour advice, and the unjuſt opinion I entertained -.. 

of your. hee 8 3 
„ That is pait, and I am willing to forget it, 
. replied Rachel, “ if you will but convince me, hx 
your acquieſcence in my preſent propoſal, that you 
are deſerving of its being blotted out from my me- 
John is not able to accept your offer, replied : 
Miſs Oxmondeley. In the anxiety I felt about 
the fate of my tragedy, I had forgotten to tell you, 
that, by imprudently bathing before his limb was per- 
fectly ſtrong, he has contracted a weakneſs in the 
part, which, I fear, may never be removed.? 
That ſhall not interrupt my intention of 
ſerving you, anſwered Rachel; Iwill endea- 
vour to place you in ſome fituation, where your 
own abilities muſt. join with my good will, and 
ſlender means to place you above dependence.“ 

Mus . Oxmondeley remained filent. . Zach 


| 
| 
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Rachel went on. You muſt, yourſelf, point 
out to me in what way I may ſerve you, or in 
what fituation I may place you, that is likely to 
prove moſt conduſive to your happineſs, from 
the ſtate of your preſent feelings.” | 
I had formed a plan, myſelf, for extricating me 
from my preſent ſ{:tuation, and raiſing me to a high- 


er,” anſwered ' Eliza, with a figh; * but 1 fear 


there is little hope of ſucceſs from it: though m 
diſpoſition is romantic, my ſpirit is proud; and, 
from theſe joint cauſes, I have wiſhed to riſe once 
more to independence, without the aid of my fa- 
ther ;—from this inclination, I have reſolved to diſ- 
own him, who caſts off me, and I have but 
you ſhall ſee it; and judge whether I have acted ill, 
or well, and what chance of ſucceſs attends my 
project. She roſe, and taking from the table a 
newſpaper, put it into the hands of Rachel, direct- 
ing her with her finger, where to read: and Ra- 
chel, to her aſtoniſhment, beheld the advertiſement 
Which ſhe had read, with ſo much ſurpriſe, in the 
circulating library in London. Is it poſſible, 
ſhe cried; you can have been ſufficiently incon- 
hſtent, Eliza, to have done this? Wicked, I will 
not ſay, for I am convinced that your heart is too. 
good to commit what you underſtand to be a vice; 
but I perceive that your head is not always ſuffici- 
ently the friend of your heart, to lead you to in- 
veſtigate your ideas as it becomes you to do, before 
you convert them into actions ;—you cannot know 
the extent of the crime which you. have com- 
mitted.” 1 138 ER 

My father gave me the example for my con- 
duct, ſaid Miſs Oxmondeley. N 5 
To follow an ill example, is to revenge the 
conduct of others upon ourſelves,” replied Rachel. 
Then you do confeſs my father is in the 
wrong; ſaid Eliza. ''- ¾ | 

_ * I confeſs,” returned Rachel, „that leſs ſeve- 
rity than that which Sir Gilbert has exerciſed: to- 
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wards you, on th parent 
children, in that great point which comprehends 
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e part of parents towards their 


the happineſs of their future lives, is reaſonable, 

and commendable ; but the conduct of the child 
ſhould be equally conformable to reaſon, in not ob- 
ſtinately forcing a connection to which the higher 
authority of the parent is repygnant.—No conduct 
of the parent can be an apology for the child's. 


deſpiſing him: a parent is the intermediate power 
between his child, and Heaven; Omnipotence hath 


deſigned a bleſſing for him who reveres the Author 
of his being, and-denounced-puniſhment againſt 


him who negle&s him; thus, irreverence for a pa- 


rent is contempt of God. Now, let your own heart 
anſwer you, Whether any fault of the parent, can 


be an excuſe for the diſobedience of the child, in 
ſo high a point? . 2 


«© Oh!” cried Eliza, „how forcible a convicti- 
on of my crime have your words. brought to my 
mind; indeed I was ignorant of the extent of my 
error; I knew I had not atted with a preciſe re- 
gard to duty, but paſſion blinded my reaſon, by 
making my father's conduct my . apology ren 


have opened my eyes; ſincerely I thank you, - 


and truly 1 repent my inconſiderateneſs: AI will 
ſtop the advertiſement immediately.” PT 
„By all means do that,” anſwered: Rachel; 
< let it be taken out, notwithſtanding the impro- 
bability of any one's attending to it, 
L once thought it ſo fine, B 
ſaid Miſs Oxmondeley. 5 of: 1 Uh 
But it has vaniſhed,” replied Rachel, “ fo turn 
your thoughts to my more ſober ſcheme of happit 


neſs for you; conſult with John in the morning, 
and when you have determined how 41 may ſerve 


you, depend on my willingneſs to acquieſce :in- 
your plan, provided it exceeds neither the limits of 


\ 


reaſon, nor my ability.” 


* 


Lou are too good, too kind!“ exclaimed 


Miſs Oxmondeley ; 1 cannot thank you as 1 
EEE on eo |, 


thing it was he had the precaution, ſo to do, as you. 
have turned ot... . 
1 . | 7 Rachel ; 
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would do, becauſe I fear to inſult a heart above. . 
being gratified by praiſe.” SID, ; 
Rachel now perſuaded Miſs Oxmondeley to retire 


to her bed, which the ſhared with the daughter of 
the woman of the houſe, and having promiſed to. 
riſe, at whatever hour ſhe. ſhould call her in the. 


morning, they parted at the foot of the ſtairs, 


which led to Eliza's apartment, 


CHAP. XXIV. 2 of 


% 


A. fortunate expedient. 


On leaving Mis Oxmondeley, Rachel immedi- 
ately returned to her chamber, into which Mrs. 
Hutchinbunck had introduced her ſon; ſuppoſing 


that their debate, though ſhe did not imagine it. 


was concluded, muſt have been broken off for 
that night, as they had been confiderably above two. 
hours together. 9 


Howe ef, on approaching the room, ſhe ſoon 


found that the two parties. were ſtill in diſpute, 


and Mrs. Hutchinbunck putting into effect her. 
threat of attempting to open her ſon's eyes. 
through his ears.” . 
«. You are a fooliſn low - minded puppy,“ were 
the firſt words Rachel heard her utter; “ and if 
you will perſiſt in this vulgar courſe of life, your 
fooliſhneſs ſhall be to your own coft ; for you ſhan't 


have a farthing of your father's leavings, I can tell 


you, fir: he had ſufficient prudence to put the diſ- 
polal of all he left into my hands, and a good. 
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Rachel could not bear the idea of being thought 
a liſtener, and, as ſhe was obliged either to re- 
main on the landing, where, to be ſeen, muſt con- 
vey the very idea ſhe wiſhed to avoid, or enter 
the chamber, ſhe without heſitation did the latter. 
Richard Hutchinbunck was fitting by the dreſiing- » - 
table, with the countenance of 2 man who appears 
anxious to force himſelf to give attention to a ſub- 
ject which does not intereſt him. Mrs. Hutchin- 
bunck was ſitting up in bed. Oh!” cried the 
latter, on ſeeing Rachel, I am glad you are come, 
miſs, perhaps your tongue will be better able to 
convince this low-minded boy than mine is, what 
a diſgrace he is bringing upon himſelf, and me, by 
herding with a ſet of vagabonds “ 
4 repeat, ſaid Richard, with all the cool col- 
lectedneſs of a judge pronouncing ſentence, . that 
the mind 1s not humbled with the condition.” | 
Een reality it is not, * anſwered Rachel; „but, 
in the opinion of the world, it is; and as we are 
ſo much oftener judged by appearance than truth, 
we are, in fact, conſulting ourſelves when we con- 
ſult the world.“ b 
« There! does not miſs fay, as I ſaid, to a tit- 
tle ? exclaimed the mother. : | 
„ But,” returned Richard, “ is it not beneath a 
man of ſenſe to accommodate his actions to the ca- 
pacity of the multitude ?” 3 a 
„A man of exalted ſenſe,” replied Rachel, 
cannot diſplay his talents to greater advantage, 
then by acting ſo as to acquire the eſteem of the + 
world, and ftill preſerve his own.” ' ES 
( But my own efteem is the dearer; and I muſt -— 
loſe my on eſteem,” exclaimed Richard, with all 
the ardor of romance, „ if I know myſelf ungrate- 
ful to the memory of thoſe from whoſe pens the 
brighteſt ideas that ever enlightened the mind of 
man have fallen!“ | Ba: 8 
don't wiſh to derogate from the merit of 
what you have marked out to yourſelf as a virtue,” * 
I 8 replied 
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-rephed - Rachel, 90 hon 1 ſay that the PR a 
from which you ſeem to think you act, does not 
appear in the ſtrong light to me, in which it does 
appear to you; but allowing you to be in the right, 
and my ſelf conſequently miſtaken, I am ſure I am 
right in one fact which I ſhall afſert—That, what- 
ever we conceive to be a virtue, we are right to 
perform; but that, by a partial performance of it, 
we render it altogether a fault.” 7 

% How.!—What. do you mean.?—How. do you. 
apply this aſſertion to. my conduct ?—pray explain,” 
ejaculated Richard, in a tremor of agitation. 

Have you never conſidered, reſumed Rachel, 
% how far inferior is the number of authors, whoſe. 
reputation you have an opportunity of vindicating 
on the ſtage, to that of thoſe which can never ap- 
pear on it; and how many abuſes the latter daily 
ſuffer from bad readers, and ſtill worſe informed 
minds? Does the reputation of theſe need no vin- 
dication, to leſſer underſtandings, iy the man a: | 
knowledge? | 
„ Vour obſervation; exclaimed Hutchinbunck, | 
« is a comet burſting from the regions of infſtruc- 
tion! I hail 3 it, and receive its ſalutary admonition.” 
Then in cooler accents, he added, But tell me, 
you who comprehend the vaſtneſs of this idea, 
which has bewildered my faculty of thou ught, N 
how, am l to attempt its accompliſhment “ 

How have others written, to enlighten and i im- 
Prove the world?“ aſked Rachel: you have all 
the powers they poſſeſſed, a naturally good under- 
ſanding, cultivated by ſtudy, and a deſire to excel 
in what you attempt, backed by a perſeverance 
more than likely to accompliſh your end; why then 
ſhould you heſitate to leave ſpeaking what is alrea- 
dy written, for the more noble purpoſe of writing, h 
What is yet, perhaps, My, conceived -I ſee 
you adopt my advice.” _ 

._ > 1 bleſs the tongue that gave it, and will extol 5 
s poſſeſſor with * pen; you ſhall be my f 


4 — 


— : 
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1/11 hail you for ſtars ſmiles, and ſing your 3 4 


for the inſpiration you have already given me.” 


„And will you leave the ſtage, my dear boy oy” 


exclaimed Mrs: Hutchinbunck: 


„Shall I delay to make the leſs 1 idea g 
bend to the more exalted ? —Oh, no!“ _ faid 4 


Richard. 


% Then you will leave off aging Ob, miſe! 3 
dear Miſs Rachel, thank you again and again, and 
Heaven bleſs you as long as you live,” cried Mrs. | 


Hutchinbunck, 


* Rachel,” ſaid Richard Hotchiabilnck, advanc- | 
ing to her whom he addreſſed, I have, ſtill a 


doubt, Rachel; I have promiſed never to leave 


the company with which I am engaged, whilſt Mis 


Oxmondeley and John Morden remain in it.“ 


„ Then let all heſitation on that ſcore vaniſh, for 
they will quit it immediately: fee Miſs Oxmonde-' 
ley in the HAWK as and hear her determination, 5 


ſaid Rachel. 


cc Then I am refolvin,” fd Richird: ce fare- 
well o- night. thou great inſpirer of exalted 85 


ſenſe. * 


Rachel returned bis ſalutation; ad” he was leav- 3 


ing the chamber, ſo engroſſed by his new idea, as 


to have quite forgotten whom he was about 5 
leave in it beſides Rachel; but Mrs. Hutchinbunck 
could not ſo calmly part from her reclaimed prodi- 


gal, and ſpringing from the bed, gave him a hug, 


which ſhe was not deceived in declaring to be the | 


Hrongeſt proof of her returning love. 


Richard being gone, Mrs. Hutchinbunck began 


to reiterate her thanks to Rachel for having, as ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf, “ ſo cleverly, and ſo learnedly, 


converted her ſon from his low-minded ways, which 
all her arguments, and -threats, had not been able | 


to accompliſh.” - 

Rachel, in anſwer to Mrs. Hutchinbunck; as 
| voured to e to her. 42 a _ like Richard's, 
1 N P24  viewlg 


* 
57 
i 


viewing the common objects of life 9 the falſe 
medium of a brain everheated by ſtudy, was not to 
be turned from its purpoſe by any means, but the 
propoſition of a plan, which, from the height of 
a romance, it ſhould conceive more worthy its at- 
tention, than that already adopted by it; and that, 
on this account, ſhe had employed the ſtrat 5 
ſhe had uſed to wean him from the Rage, by in — 
ing him to turn his thoughts to a ſubject, from 
which, if he did not derive much honor, he could 
incur no diſgrace.” | 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck likened to Rachel's ns. 
more from the conſequence it had produced, than 
from the intereſt, which her underſtanding gave her 
in the mode of its production; and happy "that the 
end ſhe had ſo ardently wiſhed had been effected, 
ſhe did not puzzle her brain, by endeavouring to 
comprehend the manner of its performance; but 
having entered her bed, ſoon again convinced her 
companion of her happy tate ot aa by her 
loud ſuſpiration. 5 
Rachel quickly after flowed her, and ſlept, no 
doubt, with equal, if not ſurpaſſing, happineſs ; 
for ſhe had, that night, taken a double draught. 
of compoſure, to enſure her eaſy e had 


performed two good actions. 


nat», : if % 
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| * PRE Hutchinbunck ma to his N 
ber, but not to reſt; he did not even throw himſelf. 
upon his bed, but paſſed the night in conempmoung.- : 
the great idea he had juſt acquired. c | 

Miſs Oxmondeley, though in bed, flept no more 


than her fellow commedian, and at a very early 
| hour | 


* 
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hour roſe, and went to hint John of the occur- 


_ rence of which he was ignorant. A detail of events 
was followed by a conſultation to determine in what 


mode, Rachel's promiſed aſſiſtance ſhould be accept- 
ed. — Determination hung. a long time in doubt, 


till Hutchinbunck coming to relate to them the 


change of his ſentiments, and hear from her own 


lips, the reſolution of quitting the ſtage, which +. - 
Rachel had informed him that Miſs Oxmondeley 


had taken, aſſiſted them with his advice; and a 


plan was at length formed, which they only 1 7 


ed Rachel's riſing to impart to her. 


It may excite ſurpriſe, that an intimacy, almoſt | 


amounting to friendihip, and, perhaps, imagined 
ſuch by the parties, ſubſiſted between Miſs Ox- 


mondeley and Richard Hutchinbunck, who had be- 
fore never converſed without diſagreement and 


contempt; and likewiſe between the oppoſite diſ- 


poſitions of John Morden, and Richard Hutchin-. 
bunck :—but ſimilarity of circumſtances unites the 


moſt ' oppoſite in temper. and inclination.—lt is. 


true, that neceſſity had reduced Eliza and John 


to what they now were, and that his own free 
will was ſinking Richard to the fame level; but ſtill 


circumſtance was the ſame to all, and circumſtance 25 


had produded an union of mind. 


When Rachel was riſen, Miſs. Oxmondeley went 
to her, and beſought her to bring Mrs. Hutchin- 
bunck to breakfaſt in her apartment, with which 


invitation they readily complied; and, on enterin 


it, John Morden, ſeated in a chair with his les, 
reſted on a ſtool, was the firſt object that met Ra- 
chel's ſight.— By OY quickly towards him, 


ſhe prevented his riſing, taking the hand which 


ſhe extended towards him, he ſaid; How do yu | 


do, Rachel ? how do you do? Well, here we meet 
again in almoſt as unexpected ſituations as when we 


laſt faw each other but, never mind, life is a 
board of checkers, and, in moving along, we muſt” 


— ul 


Paſs over the black, as well as the White.“ 


. 4 * 
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I am glad to find you in ſuch ſpirits,” replied. 
Rachel; “I hope they indicate that you are not 
ſaffering much pain.” V 
« Why, as to that,“ he returned, “this fooliſh, 
cold I have caught in my leg, gives me a deviliſh 
ſharp twinge now and then, and I find my ſpirits 


ſo neceſſary to combat with againſt it, that I am. 


determined we won't part without a hard pull.” 
« Happy diſpoſition!“ Rachel could hardly for- 
bear exclaiming,. ** whoſe very want of thought, 
is a ſhield. againſt the ſting of thoſe misfortunes, 
which ſo many are employing unceaſing thought ho- 
V bs Fs 5 
When they were ſeated at breakfaſt, and Rachel 
had, in ſome {hight meaſure, gratified the curioſity 
of her audience in regard to what had befallen her 
ſince their ſeparation, and more particularly in ex- 
plaining to them, what had been the occaſion of 
their meeting; John ſaid, Come, Eliza, tell Ra- 
chel what we have been talking about“ 
Kachel encouraged her to ſpeak, by ſaying, 
that ſhe hoped what ſhe was going to ſay, lere | 
to her propoſal of the foregoing night; which Miſs 
| Qxmondeley aniwered by replying, that if ſhe did 
not object to their plan, they meant to return to 
London and take lodgings there.” 3 
To what end do you propoſe going to the ca- 
pital ?”? aſked Rachel. : hats Me 
% That my labours may immediately be united 
to your bounty, to acquire us a comfortable exiſt- 
ence,” anſwered Eliza. . ik 3 
What plan have you marked out to yourſelf to 
EY oor , . FRO ny ord 
A plan which flatters me with an early proſ- 
peR of more than independence,” replied Eliza; 
-«© I ſhall, directly on my arrival there, offer my 
play for ſale at the theatres; and if the managers 


2 
* 


are not blind to all ſtage effect, it muſt obtain me 
_ a. handſome ſym; it will, conſequently, be played 


aud from the knowledge I myſelf have acquired, of 
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what is requiſite, to pleaſe, it will certainly ſucceed ; 
this ſucceſs will get me fame in the world, and en- 


ſure me any price I chooſe to aſk for a novel, which 


I ſhall in the mean time, employ myſelf in writ- 
0 1 ay 3 

% cannot either attempt to adviſe you to purſue 
this plan, or to deſiſt from it; for J have no know- 
ledge whatever of the means requiſite to be uſed 


for bringing a piece upon the London ſtage; your 


own, opinion, therefore, muſt be your guide,” an- 


ſwered Rachel. 


Miſs Oxmondeley advanced ſeveral ar uments, by 


which ſhe proved to herſelf, if no. one elſe was con- 
vinced by them, that ſhe muſt be a ſucceſsful candi- 


inquiring into her debt to Mr. Cooper; and what 


money ſhe would wiſh to be ſupplied with, for her 


new plan. : 


Eliza informed her, ſhe was twenty ſeven pounds 


indebted to Mr. Cooper; and then requeſted. the 


loan of an hundred more, which ſhe ſaid, would 
be more than enough, for the requiſite expences of 
in and herſelf, during the time of Rachel's ab- 


. fence, as ſhe had ſaid that, in all probability, ſhe 


ſhould. not be more than ſix month's gone. 


| Rachel had ever intended a return of the curate's 


% 


lagacy, to his children, and therefore felt happy in 

| 2 a part of what ſhe conſidered a debt; 
accordingly ſhe inſiſted on Miſs Oxmondeley's ac- 
cepting double the ſym ſhe had petitioned for; Eliza 


retun 


declaring that more than half would be uſeleſs to 


her, but conſented to take it, as ſhe had, ſhe ſaid, 


only to keep it by her, and return it with the ſum 
ſhe had requeſted to borrow ; which ſhe was ſure ſhe 


ſhould, in a very ſhort time, be more than able WY 


date at the altar of fame, and that ſhe had flruck, 
out for herſelf a certain path to riches and honour. _ 
Rachel now took her apart, for the purpoſe of 


— 
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'C ontaining a Simile. 
R acus:, was going to return to thoſe. whom 
ſhe had juſt left to converſe in private with Miſs 
Oxmondeley, when the latter ſtopped her by ſaying, 
that there was yet one point remaining, in which 


' ſhe muſt ſolicit her advice and affiſtance. 


c Speak it freely,” ſaid Rachel, as ſhe per- 
ceived Miſs Oxmondeley to heſitate,” = 

« You know,” returned Eliza, that John and 
myſelf,. are not yet married, but our banns have 
been publiſhed in this place, under our real names 
ef John Morden, and Eliza Oxmondeley, without 
any one knowing to whom theſe names apply, as 
John ſent the introductions for publiſhing them 


to the clergyman, in a blank cover; now could 


you not think of ſome means by which our mar- 


riage might be ſo privately effected that it 
Mould never be known to the world, we had lived. 


together ſingle ; for though the ſituation of poor 
John, might defy the tongue of ſcandal, yet pre- 
judice might ſpeak to my diſadvantage, and the 
illiberal part of the world might give credit to its 
aſſertions. DE 
* Your idea is juſt,” anſwered Rachel; “ but 
the point which diſtreſſes you is very eafily managed. 
As you have "i the conduct of this affair into my 
hands, | advite that you ſummon the clergyman o 


attend to-morrow morning, at as early an hour as 


the law of the church permits, to unite the perſons 


- whoſe banns he has been publiſhing; and that you 


immediately after the ceremony ſet out on your way 
to London; and Mrs. Hutchinbunck and my ſelf will 


= 


MEN AND MANNERS. 139 


dan adviſe o,mathod. that will he erated with grea- ; 
ter ſecrecy, as you will have left, the place before it. 


is known that your name is not. MilGington there 
can be no obſtacle to this plan, if John is able to 


travel in a carriage. 
Miſs Oxmondeley Ga to. the propoſition, 


and added, that the pain in John' s leg was now 
merely rheumatic.” And they were returning to 


the breakfaſt apartment, to apprize John, of what 


had paſſed between them, when they were met by 


the woman of the houſe, who, in a half whiſper, 

ſaid to Eliza, “ Ma'am, there's a gentleman below, 

in my parlour, who defires me to tell you, that he 

is come in conſequence of the advertiſement in the 

newipaper about a young lady at my. houl.” | 
« What ſhall I 04 ?“ ſaid Eliza. 


* Deſire him to be told that you have ba TY 


the advertiſement,” replied Rachel. 


Miſs Oxmondeley gave a meſſage correſpondent. | 


with Rachel's advice, and the woman went down to 


deliver it. 
On entering the Ne they found chat 


Mrs. Hutchinbunck and her ſon had left it, upon 


which they began to make John acquainted with 


their ſcheme, for the following morning; ; but 


ſcarcely had Rachel opened an explanation of their 
lan, before the woman of the houſe returned, ſay- 


ing, © that the gentleman below. ſent his compli- - | 


| ments to the lady, and that even if ſhe had found. 
her parents, he ſhuuld confider himſelf honoured by 


a ſhort converſation with her.“ 


«c How ſtrange ! 1 cried Eliza : ce Who can he 


be ?” 
eL don't know his name, ma'am,” returned the 
woman, “ but my daughter ſays he is a baronet, 
and came to the Angel, laſt night, in his own 
coach, with four hack horſes, and ever ſo many 
ſervants.” 
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bim, faid John, «* whoever he is.“ 


% But, perhaps, replied Eliza, common cu- 
rioſity only has induced him to requeſt it.“ 
4 Suppoſe I go to him as your friend, ſaid Ra- 


you, you can admit him. If I diſcover him to be 
an impertinent intruder, he will not be gratified in 


knowing from whom the advertiſement came.” „ 


« If he is the latter,“ cried John, « you'll not 
be able to get quit of him, without his errand, ſo 


ev'n let us have him up at once: he can't eat us if 


he is a lord.“ 


e Let it be ſo,” anſwered Eliza; © I will not 
allow Rachel to hazard an inſult from ſome affected 


puppy, by going down on ſo unuſual a buſineſs to 


. ſtranger.— Pray ſhow the gentleman up, ſhe con- 


tinned, turning to the woman of the houſe, who 


directly went to follow her orders. | 


Reader, didſt thou ever ſee ſome children at a 
theatre, waiting with countenances half anxiety and 
half extacy, to behold, for the firſt time in their 
lives, the patch-work hero of a pantomime ; and 


when, at length, the long- expected form is in view. 
having drawn it to their imaginations in a thouſand 


different ſhapes, and ſeeing it vary from them all, 
and not being able to decide whether the ſight is 


pleaſing or terrific, they applaud and laugh, but 
turn aſide their faces? Thus, reader, were the paſ- 
fions of our great children, John, Eliza, and Ra- 
chel, moved, when, after a long expectation of their 
unknown viſitor, the door of their apartment was 


opened to Sir Gilbert Oxmandeley. _ + 


Overpowered by the ſight, Miſs Oxmondeley, - 


after a momentary gaze, ſhrieked, fainted, and fell' 
to the floor; Rachel ran to her aſſiſtance, almoſt 


mechanically; for ſurpriſe had, for the inſtant, 


taken away her power of thought; and John Mor- 


den, whoſe inclination always bent more ſtrongly to 

mirth than its oppoſite paſſion, felt an unaccoun- 
table propenſity to laugh, which his endeavours to 

125 : es : " - Joppanls, _ 
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chel; © then if I find he has any real buſineſs with 
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ſuppreſs converted i into ſounds not unlike ſmothered | 


fhrieks. 
Sir Gilbert ood for about ewenty ſeconds, in the 
door way, as if every faculty had undergone an 


inſtantaneous ſuſpenſion from ſo ne invincible powers. 


the only motion which, during this time, was per- 


ceptible throughout his whole frame, was the 
gradual cloſing of his mouth, which aftoniſhment 
had opened, and the ſwelling of his cheeks ;—then, 
action returning, with as ſudden a ſpring as it had 
been ſtopped, he uttered ſome words, wnich his 
inflated cheeks, as uſual with him in paſſion, ren- 


dered inarticulate, gave his body a quicker volutt- 


on, than he ever had done before his Chineſe pave 


lion, and PRE | 


CHAP. xxVIE. 


tn bz a e . 1 Buſ 00 15 tranſatett 
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13 thoſe in et apartment, which the bn.” 
ronet had juſt left, or rather refuſed to enter, were 


ſufficiently 'recovered, from the various WY, with _ 
e able 


which his appearance had ſtruck them, to 
to expreſs their aſtoniſhment to each other, at hav- 


ing ſeen him, the prompter came running into the 


room, almoſt breathleſs, from the theatre, to inquire 
why Mrs. Milfington, for by that name was Eliza 


known in the company, did not come to the laſt 


rehearſal of her own play? 


Rachel ſtepped forward to ſpeak the her ail faint- , | 


ing friend, and, inſtead of anſwering to the queſtion 


of the prompter, ſhe deſired him to run back to the 
theatre, to ſtop the rehearſal, and, tell Mr, 1 00 5 


that ſhe begged to ſee dim e 
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John Morden could not withfiand a laugh 1 

ever he was tempted to it; but yet he had feelings 
to compaſſionate the diſtreſs of another, ry : 
that of Eliza, to whom he was become really at- 

. tached, and he now advanced to give her his own 
aſſiſtance: by his attentions, ſhe ſoon revived, and 
expreſſions of aſtoniſhment at having ſeen her fa- 

ther, which neither of her companions could an- 
ſwer, but only join in, flowed from her tongue. | 
Not a quarter of an hour had elapſed, fince Sir 

Gilbert's departure, before the woman of the houſe 
came to the door of the room, which was ſtill open, 
and telling Rachel that there was ſomebody below 
who wiſhed to ſpeak to her, retired, without wait- 

ing for an anſwer. 

Rachel, who did not heſitate to conclude the per- 
ſon below Mr. Cooper, and/not wiſhing, juſt at this 
time, to expoſe Miſs Oxmondeley to any unneceſ- 

ſary agitation, in hearing what muſt unavoidably 
be ſaid relative to her, as it could not be ſuppoſed. 

that the manager would accept of any compenſation 
for ſo great a loſs, as both actreſs and play muſt 

rove to him; with the very beſt of tempers, ſhe 
roſe haſtily from her ſeat, and ſaying © It is Mr. 
Cooper, I dare ſay; I will go down alone, and 
ſpeak to him,” ſhe left the room. 

As ſoon as ſhe came within ſight of the ſtairs, ſhe 

ſaw the woman of the houſe ſtanding upon them, 
apparently to wait for her coming; as ſhe ap- 
proached her, the woman ſaid, in an under voice, 
% Ma am, it is the old gentleman who was here a 
few minutes ago; and went away in ſuch a hurry, 
that wants to ſee you; he had hardly got to the bot- 
tom of the ſtreet, ire he turned about, and came 
up here again; I happened to be ſanding at the 
door, and he walked right in, and bade me come 
and tell you, the lady in the habit, he faid, that 
he muſt ſpeak a few words to you, but charged me, 
not to let any body elſe know he was here, or who 


it was that wanted you,” Wy 
| „ 
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Rachel heſitated a few moments, whether or not 


to proceed; but very little reflection reſolved her 


to ſee Sir Gilbert: ſhe conſidered, that, though he 


might conceive her culpable, in giving her friend- 
| ſhip to his daughter, yet her own heart told her ſhe 
was not ſo, for ſhe had not upheld her in diſobedi- 


ence againſt him, but only aſſiſted her, after the 
ſtep ſhe had taken was become irrevocable ; thus 


ſhe could have nothing to fear from his anger, 
however he might be prepared to arraign her con- 
duct, ſince her own heart freed her from blame; 
and if it were poflible that Sir Gilbert was already 


half inclined to compaſſionate and forgive his daugh- _ _ 


ter, or might, through her interceſſion, be pre- 
vailed on ſo to do, how great a duty ffould ſhe be 
omittmg, in refuſing to conſent to an interview 
which might produce a reconciliation between her 


father and Eliz#: and thus determined, ſhe defired N 


the woman to ſhow her to the gentleman, 
When Rachel entered the apartment which con- 

_ tained the baronet, ſhe found him ſtanding by the 

window ; on hearing her ſteps, he turned round, 


and Wich a flight inclination of his head, he ſaid, 


in a voice apparently civil-toned, more from con- 


ſtraint, than good will towards the perſon he was 


addrefling,, < How do you do, Miſs Rachel? —1 
have taken the liberty of aſking to ſpeak a few words 
to you, and | thank you for coming. 

Rachel curtſeyed, and Sir Gilbert continued : 
«© You muſt have thought it very odd, I am ſure, 
to ſee me where you did juſt now, and, leſt that 
undutiful minx, above ſtairs, ſhould think 1 had 
the ſmalleſt knowledge of her being there, and ſo 


came that I might fee her, I'll be obliged to you, 


mils, to tell her, that the thought of ſeeing her was 
the thing fartheſt from my ja, and, that if I had 
known of her being there, Is had rather have gone 
to the end of the earth, than have ftood on the ſame 
floor with her,—I ſaw an advertiſement in the newſ- 

paper, about a gurl that wanted to change her pa- 
1 | | "rents, 
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rents, YE thought ſuch a one alk be as well 
leaſed with a huſband, as a new father, I came to 
offer myſelf to her, if I liked her, ſeeing you nei- 
ther would have me yourſelf, nor recommend me 
any where elſe; and after all, I am not ſorry I did 
come, for | have found out that Madam Bet has no' 
farther occaſion for me, ſo I need not trouble myſelf 
about her now, if ever 1 was fo inclined before; 
her new father, when ſhe finds him, may do that, 
and fo, miſs, you may tell her; and, moreover, 
that I fwear by all that is holy and ſacred 
„ Hold, Sir Gilbert,” cried Rachel, let me 
of you not to make any ſolemn aſſeveration, 
teſt ſome future time may induce you to We 
when 
« My bufineſs with you, miſs, is over, inter- 
rupted the baronet; . I'm going to leave this place 
immediately, ſo your ſervant, good morning;“ and, 
burſting out of the room, he had left the houſe 
before Rachel could invent any means of detaining 
him. 
Before Rachel could detetmine whether or not it 
became her to impart the tranſactions of the fore- 
going moments to Mifs Oxmondeley, a ftranger's 
voice, in the paſſage, inquiring for Mrs. Milſing- 
ton, informed her that Mr. Cooper was arrived; 
and finding herſelf not deceived on aſking his name, 
ſhe introduced herſelf to him, as Mrs. Milfington's 
friend, and requeſted him to return with her to the, 
room from whence the then came. . 
Confiding to him as much of Miſs 8 6 
ſtory as neceſhty, tempered by diſcretion, required 
of her to reveal, ſhe aſked him, what would be 
judged by him a eompenſation for her immediately a 
leaving him, and alſo withdrawing her play. : 
As the. agreement between the manager and Miſs 
: Oxmondeley only mentioned a ſtipulated ſum to be 
paid weekly, on condition of her not refuſing to 
play any parts in a certain line of acting, but ſaid 
| TS ot the wor ſhe was to continue with him, 
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Mr. Cooper had no articles to ſhew as his ks of 
detaining her, and, conſequently, could only de- 
| ſcribe to Rachel. the very great. loſs he. ſhould ſuſ- 
tain by fo ſuddenly loſing the main- prop of his 
company, as he was Ren. to ſtyle Eliza, without 
any previous notice, to enable him to engage ano- 
the performer in her line. 5 
Rachel continued, however, only to beg of him 
| IDA the ſum, for which the immediate: aſſiſtance 
of ſuch a performer might be obtained; and, at 
length, after much debate, Mr. Cooper conſented 
to accept thirty guineas, for which, he ſaid, he 
thought it poſſible he might obtain an actreſs of 
inferior abilities from London, as the theatres there 
were juſt breaking up, to take the buſineſs till he | 
could engage one for a permanency. | 
Mrs. Hoichinbunck, having deſired the woman 
of the houſe to inform her when the manager called 
on Miſs Ellis, now came in, and requeſted to know 
what equivalent he would accept for the immediate 
diſmiſſal of her ſon. | 
Mr. Cooper anſwered, that as the RR had 
never taken any ſalary, nor performed any regular 
caſt of parts; but only occaſionally played charac- 
ters given up to him by the actors, he was at liberty 
to withdraw himſelf Shes he pleaſed. . | 
Had Mr. Cooper not been too polite to ſpeak his. 
real feelings, he would have ſaid, that both the 
manager, and his company, are always glad to be. 
diſencumbered of a gentleman performer; for if he 
is unacquainted with the ſtage, and requires a good 
many rehearſals to perfect him in his part, he, 
conſequently, takes up a good deal of their time, 
which is a great offence to their dignity :—and if 
he happens to underſtand what he is about, and 
carry off the applauſe, then he commits an unpar- 
donable crime: | 


- 
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een. 
© herein 8 tbe Deed is done.” 


MI ISS Oxtiondeley' $ Og 220 the price of 5 
liberty, being paid by Rachel to Mr. Cooper before 
he left the houſe, hands- bills were, in a few hours, 
circulated through the town, giving information 
'« that. Mrs. Milſington, having left the place the 
foregoing evening, without any previous notice of 
her departure to the manager, and taken with her 
the manuſcript of her play that had been announced 
for that evening, a new opera would be given inſtead 
of it.” 

It became Rachel's next buſineſs to bribe the fa- 
mily where Eliza lodged, into not contradifting the 
import of theſe hand- bills, which they faithful 
promiſed they would not do. 

The ſcheme for the marriage of John and Eliza, 
on the following morning, having been imparted to 
the former, he embraced it with rapture, and, at a 
late hour in the evening, the clergyman was re- 
queſted to attend at church on the next morning, 
at eight o'clock. 

Eliza learnt, by accident, from the daughter of 
her landlady, that her father had had an audience of 
Rachel; thus, its ſubject could no longer be kept a 
ſecret from her, and on hearing it, ſne happily con- 
ſoled herſelf with thinking, that though ſhe ſeemed 
more irretrievably than ever to have loſt his favour, 
yet ſhe was now on the, point of entering. a path, 
Where ſhe ſhould leſs than ever have occaſion to re- 
ret it. 
8 Mrs. Hutchinbunck had, throughout the . 
been endeavouring to prevail on her ſon to accom- 


| 5 her on her viſit of 9 to Holland; ſhe 
wanted 
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wanted her friends there to ſee what a fine tall man 
he was grown, and ſhe wanted him te ſee Holland, 
now he was old enough to remember its wonderful 
beauties, after he- came back again to England; 
bet no entreaties could obtain for her, her ardent 
wifn; and, at length, after much breath waſted, 0 
her part, to little purpoſe, ſhe conſented. to ſuffe 
him to accompany John Morden and Eliza to Lon 
don, where he intended to take lodgings in thei 
neighbourhood, and, like Miſs Oxmondeley, begin 
the glorious trade of author. 3 
The doating mother ſupplied him liberally with + - 
money, and begged of him, if he ſhould write any 
thing pretty, and have it printed before ſhe left 
Holland, to ſend her over a few copies, that ſhe 
might give. them to her friends, to ſhow what a 
Gever man he was v 
The evening paſſed off cheerfully to all parties; 
| Rachel felt really happy in enjoying the ſociety of 
thoſe friends, from whom ſhe had been ſome time 
ſeparated, and whoſe future comfort, ſhe now truſted, 
| ſhe had been the means of founding; —Eliza. was in 
Y tranſports, from her anticipation of future fame, 
ang riches ;—John was:pretending to learn his leſſon, 
as he called it, fer the following morning ;—and - 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck was alternately delighted by 
the idea of her viſit to poor Holland, and her ſon's 
| becoming a ſufficient great author to gain himſel: 
a tomb in Weſtminſter- abdexg. N 
Kichard Hutchinbunck, alone, was ſilent, but not 
leſs happy in contemplating a great idea he had 
conceived, and which it will be afterwards ſhown 
how he gave to the world. „ 
Natner before the time, in the morning, for the 
rites of Hymen to commenee, our quintette en- 
tered the church, and the prieſt, who, like many 
others of his function, was a great payer of homage 
at the ſhrines of Thalia and Melpomene, recog- 
nized, to his ſurpriſe, Mrs. Milſington in her who 
now / ſtood before him, in order to become Mrs. 
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Morden; * as her avowed huſband Mr. Milfiog».. 5 
ton, was the y to whom ſhe came to be joined, 
he thought himſelf wiſe in . concluding, | that he was 
about to ſew- up tight a piece of work which had 
been baſted by his Gretna- green competitor, and 
accordingly proceeded ia his duty; which being 
concluded, Mr. and Mrs. Morden, with Richard 
Hutchinbunck, in one chaiſe, were a mile advanced 
on their journey towards London, and Mrs. Hutch- 
inbunck and Rachel, in another, almoſt an equal 
diſtance on their way to Harwich, before our prieſt 
of Hymen had unburdened himſelf of his ſurplice, 
and entered the firſt houſe, where he meant to re- 
late this wonderful piece of news! 72 


CHAP. XXIX. 


An a | 


Aw now W whe for a while, the. party who. 
are proceeding: towards the metropolis, we will 8 
Journey forward with Rachel and Mr. Hutchin- | 
bunck; whe, on their arrival at Harwich, were 
informed that the packet was to ſail for Holland on 
the following afternoon. ; 

At breakfaſt the next morning, the waiter apolo- t 
_.g1zed to them for the inn being ſo full of company, 
that his maſter was under the neceſſity of requeſting: 
that they would permit a gentleman, who was to be 
their fellow paſſenger on board the ſhip, to break- 
faſt in-the ſame room with them; 5 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck directly replied, That une 
could have no objection to a gentleman's company, 
who was really a gentleman;“ and Rachel, who, 
_ unlike many modern miſſes, did not pretend te 


— fears at the introduction of a ſtrange man, 
| becauſe 
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bens me had never heck in the habix of entertain 1 
ing hopes of an enlarged acquaintance with every .. 
man ſhe ſaw, defired he might be ſhown 1 into the 
room. 
In a few minutes the door opened, and the gen- 
tleman in queſtion entered to Rachel, who. was then 
alone, for Mrs. Hutchinbunck had left the room to 
make ſome alteration in her dreſs, on the above ar- 
rangement taking place. He was in deep mourning, 
and appeared wy, about twenty-five. years of age; 
his countenance was rather intelligent than hand- 
ſome; his eaſy manners beſpoke the gentleman, as 
did his dreſs, which was not ſo faſhionable as to be 
extravagant, nor, ſo unfaſhionable as to be particu- . 
lar. It was that happy mean in dreſs, which fo fe, 
know how to acquire, and ſo. many loſe by their 
endeavours to. obtain with exactneſs. 
On entering the apartment, .he bowed to Rachel, | 
ſhe curtſeyed to him in return, and perceiving that * 
he heſitated to. converſe, as uncertain whether ſhe 
would deem it a warrantable liberty, ſhe inquired _ 
of him, Whether the wind was fair for their in- 
tended voyage? and he had ſcarcely anſwered her, 
> 4c that it was, in a tone and manner which ſhowed 
that he conſidered himſelf flattered by her notice, 
when Mrs. Hutchinbunk came in. The ſtranger 
turned towards her on her entrance, and ſhe, re- 
garding only his hgpre, and. perceiving him to be 
what ſhe called a * gemteel man,* was plaiting her- 
ſelf into form, for a © genteel curtſey, which he 
prevented her from HI by the. queſtion of 
« How, do you do Mrs. Hutchinbunck—I hope 1 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you very well ma' am??“ 
The lady named looked full in his face, and, 
after a momentary ſtare, Lord, deliver mel he: 
exclaimed, ** well, if I knew you, Mr. Hamilton! 
I beg your pardon, fir, for my forgetfulneſs ; and 
yet I am ſure J had not forgot you, neither; I ſup- 
poſe, it was either my not expecting to ſee you: 
ww or your being in black, that made me not 
G5 _ know + 
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know you juſt at firſt; well, fir, and pray how do 
you do—and how is all your good family??? 

„ My father, ma' am, is no more, returned hy 
young man. 

0 Good. eee indeed!” cried Mrs. Hotch- 
Inbunck ; * poor man! who would have thought 
to have ſeen him, hale and ſtrong as he was this 
time twelve months, that he would have been in his 
- Coffin now !—Death is a ſtrange thing, Mr. Hamil- 

ton; there is no accounting when it comes, or why 
it comes: ſhe wiped her eyes, and added, I 
ſuppoſe you have heard that my dear huſband is 


dead at laſt? 
Mr. Hamilton replied, that he had ſeen it in the 


public prints. | 
% Only to think of it!” rejoined Mrs. Hutchin- 
bunck, „what a long time my huſband lived, and 
-lingered, and lived, when every body, for years, 
thought that every next day muſt be his laſt; and 
your father, that nobody thought of any thing A 
his living theſe twenty or thirty years to come, died 
at a minute's warning, as I may fay,—Mercy on 
me, the. uncertainty of this world !-—Well, there is 
nothing like being prepared for whatever may hap- 
pen, as I ſaid years before my poor huſband died. — 
Nothing will happen but what pleaſes God, and he 
knows what is beſt.— Come, Mr. Hamilton, fit down, 
and breakfaſt with us, ſir, we have not begun 
yet; this lady and 1, Miſs Ellis, fir, drink green 
tea, but if you chooſe black, we can eaſily have 


another pot.” 
Mr. Hamilton . bowed, and ſeated himſelf at the 
table, but without any other reply than a ſigh, 
| ee he ſtruggled to ſmother; and, on again meet- 
ing Mrs. Hutchinbunck's eyes, which were ſtill 
. "nds full on his, and plainly indicated, that the 
tea was all ſhe now remembered of the converſation 
-juft paſt, he anſwered, © Your tea, ma'am, if you 
Pleaſe,” ny _ a | nod of her . which be- 
ſpoke 
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ſpoke chat the miſtook his indifference. for polite - 
neſs, ſhe ſat down to make it. 


* 


During their meal, Rachel learnt that Mr. Ha- | 


milton's family, conſiſting of his father, his mother, 


three ſiſters, and himſelf, had been for nearly a year 
at the Hot- Wells, on account of the indiſpoſition of 
one of the young ladies, who had died there, dur- 
ing the time Mrs. Hutchinbunk had lived there with 
her huſband, for the benefit of his health; and from 
their inhabiting contiguous houſes, and frequently 


meeting at the rooms, a watering-place acquaint- 


ance had been formed between them. 

The deceaſed Mr. Hamilton, had riſen to the fo 
named title of a nabod, from low circumſtances, and 
was ſuppoſed to have brought over property to a 
conſiderable amount; Mrs. Hutchinbunck called 
herſelf a fort of a nabob, and declared herſeff very 
rich, for which qualities Mr. Hamilton was prepared 
to reſpect any body, and thus with them lay the 
particular intimacy ſubſiſting between the families. 

Mr. William Hamilton, for ſuch was the name of 
the gentleman juſt introduced to Rachel, continued, 
by the politeneſs of his manners, which were pleaſ- 
ing without affeCtation, to ſtrengthen her in the 
opinion ſhe: had conceived on firit ſeeing him, of 
his acquaintance with the more refined walks of 
ſociety ; he evidently ftrove.to render himſelf agree- 


able, by the ſhare he took, in any converſation 


that was ſtarted, and it was as evident, that he had 
the information requiſite to render him ſo; but it 
was apparent, to both Mrs. Hutchinbunck and Ra- 
_Chel, that there was a cloud hanging over his ſpi- 


rits, which damped his abilities, and defied his 


endeavours to diſperſe it. | 

When he, after breakfaſt, was a few minutes ab- 
| ſent from the room, he naturally became the ſubject 
of diſcourſe to thoſe left in it. Mrs. Hutchinbunck, 


* could not think,” ſhe ſaid, “ what had ſo ſtrange - 


ly altered him; he uſed to be the merrieſt, plea- 
lanteſt gencleman, ſhe had almoſt ever 3 1 
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be ſure it muſt be his father's death; and then. 
what could he be going to Holland for it locked 
ſo rude,” ſhe thought, „to aſk him in right down 
terms, but ſhe would try, and ſift it out, if ſhe could, 5 
for ſne had a ſtrange curioſity to know.“ | 

So had Rachel, though ſhe forbore to declare it; 
for, little as ſhe had yet ſeen of Mr. Hamilton, 
ſhe could not but imagine, that ſhe ſaw more of 
myſtery, than melancholy, hanging over his coun- 
&Enance. | 


CHAP. XXX. 
Like many other Riddles >y eaſy when diſcovered. 5 


\ y HEN Mr. Hamilton returned to the apart- 

ment, which he did in a ſhort time after having 
left it, to the ſurpriſe of them it contained, he ra- 
ther burſt than walked into it; and ſhutting the 
door in the moſt apparent agitation, locked it, and 
then remained by it, in the attitude of to 
what was paſſing on the other ſide. _ 

% Good gracious, fir !-—what's. the matter ga 
cried Mrs. Hutchinbunck. - 

Mr. Hamilton did not appear to bear her; at 
leaſt he did not anſwer her.. * 
With a look of aſtoniſnment, caſt at Rachel, ſhe 
repented her inquiry. 

In a few ſeconds, he unlocked the door, and ad- 
vancing towards Rachel, ſaid, 1 beg your pardon, 


ladies, if t have alarmed you, but there was a trou- 


bleſome fellow in the paſſage, whom I thought it 
beſt to keep out of this room.” —He bowed, as he 
; * his ſentence; and Mrs. Hutchinbunck con- 
cluding 
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ci - that. what he had. done had * for their 


ion, aſked, * If it was a man in liquor? 


* 
71 did not ſee him,” Was the anſwer; and fi- 


lence prevailed for ſome time, till Mrs, Hutchin- 
bunck propoſed a little walk about; the town; by. 


way of exerciſe, before they were ſhut up in the 
| chip, and added, Come, hr, wall- you, go with. 


sf“ 


a letter to write, which he would take the opportu- 
nity of doing in their abſence. 

During their walk, the ladies, as might be ex- 
pected, converſed on the occurrences of the morn-. 
ing, but without being. able to ae from their 
reviſal, any concluſion. 

Returning to an early Ainnsr, they Hund Mr. 
Hamilton traverſing the room with haſty ſteps, and 
ſupporting his fore head upon the palm of his hand; 
on their entrance, he ſeemed to ſtart from a reverie, 
and took a ſeat in a corner of the parents far- 
theſt removed from the window. 


Dinner being ended, and a baſket of proviſions 


packed up, as the joint ſtock of the ladies and Mr. 
Hamilton, for the voyage, a large hamper, nearly 
full of ſtraw, which Mrs. Hutchinbunck had deſired 
to be procured for her, was brought in by the Wai⸗ 
ter; and in this, as the laſt piece of packing, pre- 
paratory. to their embarking, was to be . encloſed. 
her favourite ſpaniel, which may be remembered to 
have travelled in the mail coach from London to- 
wards Hillden, to the no great convenience either 
of the animal, his miſtreſs, or her tellow-paſſen- 
= 
by With ſome RO GTO on vic part, the dog was, 
corded up in his baſket, by. the joint efforts of Mrs. 
Hutchinbunck and the waiter, and Juſt as the ope- 
ration was concluded, the captain's boat was an- 
nounced to be come to ſhore, te take the company 
to the packet, and a couple of watermen came in 


fetch the 1 ; 
e fetch away. the "Sage oi : 


Mr. Hamilton W's” wail by faying, he bad. 


i 
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«© How far does the boat lie diſtant” from this 
Houſe?” aſked Mr. Hamilton. | 

Not much wide of half a cable's length, your 
honour,” returned one.of the watermen, who was, 
meanwhile, taking up a box-coat, belonging to- 
Mr. Hamilton from the table, and en to 
ſwing it over his arm 

«« No, ſtop, “ cried Mr. Hamilton, „give me the 
coat, I'll carry that myſelf;“ and taking it from 
the waterman, he ran his arms into the ſleeves, and 
pulling up the cape, buttoned it tight round his 
neck. — Now take up that trunk, he ee, ; 
« and I'll follow you.'” | 

The men obeyed his orders. | 
Iwo additional porters had, PRES this. time, 
entered the raom, and Mrs. Hatchinbunck was be-. 

ing to addreſs one of them, in a long exhorta- 
on, to be careful in carrying her dog to the boat, 
when Mr. Hamilton, ſtepping in between them, 
mid, Il take care of your ſpaniel, ma%am ;” and, 
without waiting her anſwer, lifted the hamper upon 
his ſhoulder, and followed the men who had . 
out before with his trunk. 

Mrs. Hurchinbunck declared the gentleman! s be- 
beviour was very polite; and Rachel contented: her- 
ſelf with thinking it very ſtrange. 

On approaching the boat, they faw Mr. Hamil: 
ton buſied in aſſiſting the waterman to take in the 
lugguage, which when they had completed, he, ſo 
contrary to his former politeneſs, ſprang into it him- 
ſelf, and ſat down with his back to the land. 

An elderly gentleman and his wife, and two other- 

| entlemen, were in the boat with them ; and theſe, 
Rachel learnt, were all” the paſſengers. going on 
board, in addition to Mr. Hamilton, her friend - 
Mrs. Hutchinbunck, and herſelf, except ſome per- 
ſons of inferior rank, Who had taken a paſſage in 
the ſteerage, and had * 3 on board in 
— boat. 

„ 8 When 
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When the boat arrived alongfide of the packet, | 
Mr. Hamilton was the firſt to gain the deck; and 


throwing off his great coat, Rachel had ſcarcely 


heard him exclaim, Thank God !” before his 
hand was extended to aſſiſt her in climbing up into 


„ pb 

Immediately on coming on board, Mrs. Hutchin- 
fon called for the ſteward, to ſhow her a bed, as it 
was a cuſtomary with her, ſhe ſaid, on ſhip-board, 
to lie down with moſt of her clothes on, as ſoon as 
ſhe entered the veſſel, as ſhe imagined it was a flen- 
der preventative againſt ſea-ſickneſs; and one of 


the gentlemen, being as great a ſufferer from the 


ſame cauſe as herſelf, adopted her plan. 

The elderly gentleman and his wife agreed in be- 
ing pretty well, provided they did not look at the 
ſea; and, accordingly, placed themſelves in the 
cabin, with their backs to the ſtern: the other re- 


maining gentleman aſſerted, that the ſea was the 


element which always beſt agreed with him, and, 
after having choſen his bed, he returned to'the deck: 
Mr. Hamilton, and Rachel, declared themſelves 
equally ignorant of the effect of ſailing ; Mr. Ha- 
milton, however, ſaid, he thought he. ſhould prefer 


 - the deck, on account of the air; and Rachel, half 


from concordance in his opinion, and half from a 
wiſh to be where he was, that ſhe might farther ob- 


ferve a character, which had already, on ſo ſhort an 


acquaintance; appeared to her fo replete with in- 
'congruities, gave her conſent to the propoſal, and” 
they, together, went upon deck. | 
They ſeated themſelves on the quarter-deck, and 
Mr. Hamilton engaged her attention to a varied 


_ converſation, which raiſed him higher in her 


thoughts, than ſhe could have ſuppoſed it poſtible 
for a man, ſo utterly a ſtranger, in ſo ſhort a time, 
to have done, however refined his ſenſe, and hows 


ever pleaſing his mode of imparting it. 3 
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T6 © MEN AND MANNERS. 


They roſe not from their ſtation till ſummoned to 


tea; and Rachel, then caſting her eyes aroynd, be- 


held England, now barely viſible, dying away from 
her ſight, behind a curtain of clouds, which ſeemed 
rapidly deſcending towards the margin of the ſea; 
ſhe felt that, though ſhe had reſolution to leave the 
kingdom, ſhe had not fortitude to view the depart- 
ing land, without emotion :. her mind did not, at 


that inſtant, preſent to her the cauſe of the ſenſation. - 


ſhe was then experiencing ; and fearing to inquire 
it of her heart, leſt the definition ſhould prove un- 


favourable to her peace, ſhe ſnatched a lait glance, 


and hurried down into the cabin! 


END OP THE.THIRD VOLUME. 


